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B O O K IL 
CHAP L 

What happened to mc at my firft coming to Madrid| until 

Night.. 

■ 

W^E got to Madrid at ten o'clock in the raorn- 
iijg, and went lovingly together by confeiit to 
the houfe where Don Toribio's friends lived. 
A very old woman miferably clad opened the 
door, be inquired for his friends, and (he anfwer« 
ed, they were gone out a-feeking. We conti- 
nued by ourfelves until noon, diverting the time^ 
Vol. 11. B 



2 THE. HISTORY OF PAUL 

he encouraging me to follow the fponging courfc 
of life, and I liftening carefully to his advice. 
Half an hour after twelve, in came a phantom 
clad in black baize down to his heels, and fo 
bare, that a loufe would not (lick upon it ; they 
talked to one another in cant, the refult where- 
of was his embracing me, and oflering his fer- 
vice. We difcourfed awhile, and then he 
pulled out a glove, in which were fixteen royals, 
and a letter, by virtue of which he had collc(5ted 
that money; pretending it was a licenfe to beg 
for a woman in diilrefs. He took the money 
out of the glove, drew another to it out of his 
pocket, and folded them together as phyficians 
do. I afked him, why he did not wear them? 
And he anfwered, becaufe they were both for 
one hand, and that way they ferved as well as 
if they had been fellows. All this while I ob- 
: ferved he did not let go his cloak, which was 
wrapped about him ; and being but a novice, 
for my better information, took the liberty to 
inquire, why he ftill bugged himfelf up fo clofe 
in his cloak ? he replied, *' My friend^ there is a 
^ great rent down my back, made up with a 
" patch of old (luff, beiides a great fpot of oil ; 
^* this piece of a cloak hides all, and thus I .can 
** Appear «broad/' At length he unwrapped 
him&lf, and under bis caflbck I perceived a 
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great bulk fticking out, which I took to have 
been trunk- breeches, for it looked like them» 
until he, going in to loufe himfelF, tucked up hia 
coats, and I perceived there were only two 
hoops of pafteboard tied to his waift, and join« 
ing to his thighs, which (luck out under his 
mourning, for he wore neither fliirt nor breecheSt 
but was fo naked, that he had fcarce any thing 
to loofe. He went into the loufing room, and 
turned a little board that hung at the door, on 
which was written, '• One is loufing,'* that no 
other might go in until he had done. I blefTed 
God with all my heart, to fee how he had pro* 
vided for men, giving them ingenuity, if they 
wanted riches. •• For my part," faid my friendi 
'* I am fick of the breeches with travelling, and 
** therefore muft withdraw to mend." He afk* 
cd, whether there were any rags ? The old wo- 
man, who gathered them twice a week about 
the ftreets, as the rag- women do for the paper 
mills, to cure the incurable difeafes of thofe 
gentlemen, anfwcrcd, there were none; and 
that Don Lorenzo Yniguez del Pedrofo had 
kept his bed a fortnight for want of them, being 
fick of his coat. At this time in came one 
booted, in a travelling garb, a gray fuit, and a 
bat bridled up on both fides. The others ac« 
quainted him who I was, and he faluted me 
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very lovingly, laid down bis cloak ; and it ap- 
peared, who would imagine it, that the fore part 
of his coat was of gray cloth*, and the back of 
white linen, well liquored with fweat. I could 
not forbear laughing, and he very demurely 
faid, " You*ll come into our row, and then you 
•' won't laugh ; Til lay a wager you don't 
•' know why I wear my hat with the brims 
•• bridled up." I anfwered, ** To look big, and 
•• remove all obftaclcs from your fight." " That's 
•• your miftake," faid he, " I do it to hinder the 
** fjght ; it is becaufe I have no hatband, and 
** this hides it." This faid, he pulled out about 
twenty letters, . and as many royals, faying,, he 
could not deliver thofe. Every one was mark- 
ed a royal pofiage, and they were all folded 
alike. He figned any name that came into his 
head ; writ news of his own making, and deli* 
vered them in that habit to people of fafliion, 
receiving the poftage, which he pradlifed once 
a month, all which to me was very amazing. 

Ncxl came two others, one of them with a 
cloth coat, reaching but half way down his wide 
kneed breeches, and a cloak of the fame fort, 
with his band ruflled up to hide the rends in it. 
The wide breeches were of camblet, but only 
as far at appeared, for all the reft was of red 
baite. This man was jangling and brawling 
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with the Other, who wore a ruff for want of a 
band, a hanging coat for want of a cloak, and * 
went upon a crutch, with one leg bound up in 
rags and furs, becaufe he had but one (locking. 
He pretended to be a foldier, and had been fo, 
but a fcurvy one, and by the privilege of a fol- 
dier intruded into any houfe. Pie in the coat 
and half breeches cried, " The one half, or at 
** lead a coniiderable part, is due to me ; if you 
•* do not give it me, I vow to God." " Do not 
•* vow to God," replied the other, " for I am 
" not lame at home, and if you prate, Til lay 
**^ this crutch about your ears." This threat 
inflamed both parties; they came to high words, 
and gave one another the lie ; then falling to 
blows, the clothes in a moment flew all about 
in rags at the firft handling. We parted them, 
and inquiring into the caufe of the quarrel, the 
foldier cried, '< Put tricks upon me ! you ihall 
" not have the value of a crofs. You mull un- 
*^ deriland, gentlemen, that being at St. SavU 
*' our*s Church, there came a child to this poor 
** fellow, and afked him, whether I was the en« 
** fign John de Lorenzana ? who anfwered, I 
'* was, becaufe he faw he had fomething in his 
^* hand. With this, he brought the child to 
^ me, and calling me enfign, faid, here. Sir, fee 
^ what this child would have with you. I uxu 
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'' derftood the tricki and faid, I was the man, 
** took his meflage, and with it a dozen of hand« 
** kerchiefs, returning an anfwer to his mothefi 
*^ who fent them to fome perfon of that name* 
^* Now he demands half, and TU be torn in 
•• pieces before V\\ part with them ; my own 
*^ nofe (hall have the wearing of them all out/' 
The caufe was adjudged on his fide, only he 
was forbid blowing his nofe in them, and order- 
ed to deliver them up to the old woman, to 
make ruffles and hand-wrifts« to appear in fight, 
and reprefent ihirt-fleeves, for blowing the nofe 
was abfolutely prohibited. When night came, 
we all went to bed, and lay as dofe together as 
herrings in a barrel, or tools in a tweezer*cafe« 
As for fupper, there was not .^ mu^bjtt:!;;:;: 
thought of it ; 'moft of the gang never ftrip« 
ped, for they were naked enough to go to bed 
as they wjsint all day. 



CHAP. 11. 



Tbe fiune SubJeA of ihe foregoing Chapter continued, vrith 

other ftrsnge Adtentarei. 

I)at came, and we all roufed. I was as well 
acquainted with them akeady, as if we had been 
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one mother's children ; for there is ever an ea- 
iinefs and fatisfac^ion in what is not good. It 
was very pleafant to fee one put on his fhirt at 
ten feveral times, bccaufe it confided of as man/ 
feveral clouts, and fay a prayer at every one, 
like a prieft that is veiling to go to the altar.. 
One could not find the way into his breeches j 
another called out for help to put on his dou* 
blet, for none of them knew the right fide from 
the wrong, or the head from the heels. When 
this was over, which afforded no little pleafure, 
they all laid hold of their needles and thread, 
and dearui ditch, and patch. One fixed aa 
arm againft a wall, to draw together the rents 
in a Heeve ; another kneeled down, to botch 
up the holes in his hofe ; another clapped his 
head betwixt his legs, to come at a breach up« 
on his buttocks. No Dutch landfcape afforded 
fuch variety of ftrange figures as I (aw there ; 
they botched, and the old woman fupplied them 
with materials, as rags and clouts of all the co- 
lours of the rainbow, which (he had picked up* 
on Saturday night. 

When the mending time was over, as they 
called it, they all viewed one another narrowly, 
to fee what was amifs, in order to go abroad 
a-ihifting. I told them I would have them or- 
der my drefs, for I defigned to lay oat the hun^ 

B 4^ 
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dred royals I bad on a fuit of clothes, and leaire 
off my caffock. " That mud not be/' faid they, 
** let the money be put into the common ftock ; 
'* we will clothe him immediately out of oui:^ 
*' wardrobe, and appoint him his walk in the 
*' town, where he alone fhall range and feek 
** out.*' I confented, depolited the money, and 
in a trice they made me a mourning cloth coat 
out of my caiTock, cut my long cloak into a 
ihort one, and trucked the remains of it for an 
old hat new drefTed, making a hatband very 
neatly of fome cotton picked out of inkhorns. 
They took off my band and wide.kneed breech* 
es, and indead of tliefe, put me on a pair of 
clofc hofe, flafhed only before, for the fides and 
the back part were nothing but flieep-ikins. 
The filk (lockings they gave me were not half 
dockings, for they reached but four fingers be« 
low the knees, the. reft being covered with a 
tight pair of boots over my own red hofe. The 
band they gave me was all in rags, and when 
they had put it on, they faid, ** The band is 
** fomewhat decayed on the fides and behind ; 
** if any body looks at you. Sir, you muft be 
** fure to turn about as thiey do, like the fun- 
^ flower^ which ftili moves as he does. If there 
^ happen to be two at once'obferving you on 
^bothfidesi fall back; and to prevent being 
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" obferved behind, let your hat hang down on 
" your neck, fo that the brim may cover the 
•• band, leaving all your forehead bare ; and if 
*• any body aflcs why you wear it fo, tell him, 
" it is becaufe you dare fliow your face in any 
•* part of the world/* Next they gave me a 
box, containing black and white thread, fewing 
filk, packthread, a needle, a thimble, bits of 
cloth, linen, and filk, with other fhreds and 
fcraps, and a knife. To my girdle they faften- 
ed a tinder-box, with a ileel and flint in a little 
pouch, faying, ** This box will carry you through 
*• the world, without the help of friends or rc» 
^ lations ; this contains all we (land in need of; 
" take and keep it.'* They appointed the Ward 
of Saint Lewis for my walk, and fo I entered 
upon my employment. We all went out toge- 
ther, but becaufe I was a novice, they ordered 
him that brought and converted me to be my 

. inftruftor in the trade of fliarping. 

We fet out very gravely, walking in ftate, 
with our beads in our hands, and made towards 
my precinft. We paid refped to all we met, 
taking off our hats to the men, though we had 
rather have taken their cloaks ; to the women 

<- we bowed low, becaufe they are fond of refped, 
and proud of being honoured. My worthy go- 
vernor, as he went along, would fay to one cre« 

B 5 
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ditofi I (hall receive money to-morrow ; to ano- 
ther, Have patience for a day or two^ the bank« 
ers put me off. One aiked him for his cloak, 
another for his girdle ; by which I perceived he 
was fuch a true friend to his friend, that he had . 
nothing which was his own. We went in and . 
out from one fide of the ftreet to the other, like 
drunken men, that find it too narrow for them, 
to avoid duns. Here one whipped out to de* 
inand his houfe-rent, there another the hire of 
his fword, prefently a third the lent of his fheets 
* and Ihirts ; fo that it appeared he was a hireling 
gentleman, like a hired horfe. It happened he 
fpied a man at a good diflance, who, as he told 
me, was ready to tear him to pieces for a debt, 
but could not tear the money from him. To 
prevent being known by him, he let fall his 
long hair, which before was tucked up behind 
his ea;;s, and looked like a (hock dog that was 
Bever fhorn« Then he clapped a patch upon 
one eye, and began to talk to me in Italian. 
He had time enough to do this before the other- 
eame up, who had not yet obferved him. I 
declare it, I faw the man round and round him, 
IS a dog' does before he lies down ; he blefled 
himfelf as if he bad been, bewitched, and went 
tway, faying, ** God blefs me, I duril iiave 
^ fwom it had been he ; what a mighty miftake 
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^* I had like to commit ; he who has loft oxen, . 
'* always fancies he hears their bells.'* I was- 
ready to burft with laughing to fee what a fi* 
gure my friend made ; he ftepped into a porch* 
to tuck up his hair again, and pull off his patch, 
and faid, ** Thefe are the drcfles for denying of 
^* debts ; learn my friend, for you will fee a 
'* thoufand fuch fliifts in this town." We went 
on, and at the corner of a ftreet took two dices- 
of gingQrbread, and as many drams of brandy, . 
of a whore, who gave it us for nothing, after * 
wifliing my diredor welcome to town, who faid, 
^ This puts a man in a condition to make (bift 
*• without a dinner for this day, for at worfth© 
"is fure of fo much." It went. to my very 
heart to think it was dubious whether we fhould 
have any dinner, and anfvvercdhim very difcon- 
folately in behalf of niy ftomach, to which he 
replied, " You are a man of a fmall faith, and 
^ repofe little confidence in our mumping. pro*« 
" feffion. God Almighty provides for the crows 
.^* and jackdaws, and even for fcriveners, and ^ 
^' fliould* he fail,, poor Finchguts? You have 
„" but a poor foul." "You are in the right,*'' 
quoth I, " but (lill 1 fear I (ball make it poorer, . 
" for the belly is the life of the foul." 

A^ we. were talking after this manner, a clock ^ 
.ftruck. twelve, and being yet a ftranger to that ^ 
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profellion, my guts took no notice' of the gin* 
gerbreadi but t was as if I bad eaten no fucfa 
thing. Being thus put in mind again of that 
want, I turned to my condudlor, and faid, "My. 
•* friend, this bulinefs of ftarving is very hard to 
•* be learned at firft ; I was ufed to feed like a 
" farmer, and am now brought to fad like an 
•* anchorite. It is no wonder you are not hun- 
•• gry, who have been bred to it from your in- 
•* fancy, like king Mithridates with poifon, fo 
** that it is now familiar and habitual to you: 
•• I do not perceive you take any diligent care 
•• to provide belly- timber, and therefore I am 
•• refolvcd to ftiift as well as I can.'* " God is 
*• my life,'* quoth he, " what a plcafant fpark 
*• you are ; it is but juft now (Iruck twelve, and 
•• are you in fuch a mighty hafte already ? Your 
" ftomach is very exaft to its hours, and imme- 
*^ diately cries out. Cupboard ; but it mud prac- 
•• tife patience, arid learn to be in arrears at 
•♦ times. What, would you be cramming atl 
•• day? the very beads cart do no more. It 
•• does not appear in hidory that ever knight of 
•* our order Was troubled with a loofenefs; but 
*• on the contrary, pur cortimbhs are fo diort, 
•* that we fcarce ever go to dool. 1 told vou 

}rou are ifi (Uch hafte»*Ti(m gbiiig' t6' r'eceiire 
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* the alms at the monaftery of St. Jerome, 
^* where there are mod delicious friars ; there 
M I will (luff my devil : If you will go along 
•• with me, well and good ; if not, every one 
•« take his own courfe." '• Farewell," faid I, 
** my wants are not fo fmall as to be fatisficd 
^ with the leavings of others; every man Ihift 
•* for himfelf." 

My friend walked very upright, now and then 
looking upon his feet, and took out a few 
crumbs of bread, which he carried for that pur- 
pofe in a little box, thefe he ftrewed about his 
beurd and clothes, fo that he looked as if he had 
dined. I coughed and hawked to conceal my 
wcaknefs, wiping my whilkers, muffled up with 
my cloak upon the left flioulder, playing with 
my tens, for I bad but ten beads upon my (Iring, 
All that faw me believed I had dined, and had 
they thought the lice were then dining upon 
me, they had guefled right. All my confidence 
was in my crown?* I had funk, though I had a 
fcruple of confcicnce, that it was againfl the 
rules of our profelfion to pay for a dinner, be- 
ing obliged to feed upon the public ; but I was 
xefolved to break the faft, and tranfgrefs the or* 
dinahces. ^ By this time I was come to the cor- 
*ner of St. Lewis's Street, where a paftry-cook 
lived'/ Oh the bulk lay a curioits tnuttoii^yei 
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delicately baked, and piping hot out of th9 

oven ; my nofe (lumbled at it, and I made a 

full fet like a dog at a partridge, fixing my eyes, 

and gazing fo (le.dfadly, that it flirunk up as if 

it had been bladed. It had been pleafant enough 

to know how many ways I cad about to ileal it,. 

and then again refolved to buy it. By this time 

it ftruck: one, which put fuch a damp upon me, 

that 1 refolved to launch into the next cook's^ 

ihop. As I was fteering towards one,, it pleafed 

God that I met with a friend of mine, called the 

.Licentiate Fiechilla, who came fwinging his caf« 

fock down the ilreet^ his face all dufty, and hift^ 

long robes full of daglocks. As foon as he fpied 

me, he ran to embrace me, and yet I wonder he 

fliould know me in that condition. I returned 

bis embrace, he aiked how I did ? and I an- 

fwered, ** I have abundance of llories to tell 

^ you, Mr. Licentiate } all tliat troubles me, is, 

^ that I muft be gone to-night. I am forry for 

•• that,** quoth he, •• and were it not late, and 

^ that I am going in haile to dinner, I would. 

^ ftay with you ; but a fiftcr I have that is mar* 

^ ried, and her buiband expeds me. Is Mrs* 

•* Anne here?'* faid I, " whatever becomes of 

^ my bufinefs, V\l go and wait upon her ; that 

^ is a duty L cannot difpcnfe with/* Hearing 

feim iay he had aot dked, made me iharp : 
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Away I went with him, and by the way told 
him, that a wench he had been very fond of at 
Alcala was then in town, and I could get him 
admittance into her houfe. He was mightily 
pleafed at this motion, for I purpofely contrived 
to talk of fuch things as might be pleafing to 
him. This difcourfe held us till we came to his 
fiiler's houfe ; in we went, I made very great 
tenders of fervice to both hulband and wife, and 
they believing all I faid was true, and that I 
might be out of countenance for coming at that 
time of day, began to excufe themfelves, fay* 
ing, They would have made fome provifion, 
had they thought of fuch a gueft. I laid hold 
of the opportunity, and invited myfelf, telling 
them, I was no ft ranger, but an old friend, and 
fliould take it unkindly to be treated with cere- 
mony. They fat down, I did fo too ; and the 
better to (lop the others mouth, who had not 
invited me, nor ever thought of any fuch things 
every now and then I gave him a remembrance 
of the wench, faying, She had afked for, and. 
was infinitely fond of him, with many more lies 
to that purpofe, which made him bear the more 
patiently with my cramming, for fuch havock 
as I made in the firil courfe-ivas never feen. 
The boiled meat was ferved upi I tumbled the 
heft part of it dowa my throat in a moment^ 
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M'ithout nicetyi but in fuch a hurry, as if I had 
not thought it fafe enough betwixt my teeth. 
As I hope for mercy, I laid about me at fiich a. 
rate, as if my life had depended on it, and was 
fo expeditious, that every thing feemed to vanifti 
in my prefence. No doubt but they obferved 
how I poured down the foup, how foon I drain- 
ed the difli, how clean I picked the bones, and 
how cleverly I defpatchcd the meat, and to fay 
the truth, at every turn I clapped a good launch 
of bread into my pocket, till it could hold no 
more. 

When the table was taken away, the Licen- 
tiate and I (lepped alide, to talk about our go- 
ing to the aforefaid wench*s houfe, which I re- 
prefented to him ts a very eafy matter ; but as 
we were talking at the window, I pretended 
fomebody had called to me from the (Ireet, and 
anfwered, *^ Sir, 1 come thi^ moment ;" afked 
leave of my friend, promifmg to return imme- 
diately. I left him waiting for me, and fo he 
might have done to this day, for I flipped away, 
and my belly being full, had no more occtifion 
for him. I met him feveral times after, and cx- 
cufed myfelf, telling a thoufand lies, which are 
not to oar purpofe. Rambling thence about 
the ftreets at random, I came to the Guadala- 
jara gate, and fat down on one of the benches 
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that are at the mercer*s door. As God would' 
have it, there came two of thofc creatures that 
borrow money upon their handfome faces to 
the fhop ; they were both clofc veiled, with only 
one eye bare to fee their way, and attended by 
an old woman, and a boy half footman, half 
page. They aiked for fome very rich new fa- 
ihion wrought velvet. To commence a dif- 
courfe, I began to play and pun upon the vel- 
vet, turning and winding, till I brought it to all 
the waggiOi lewd meanings I had a mind to. I, 
perceived my freedom had put them in hopes 
they might carry off fome prefent from the fliop; 
and. knowing I could be no lofer, I offered them 
whatfoever they pleafed. They flood out a lit-^ 
tie, pretending they did not ufe to accept of 
any thing from perfons they were not acquaint** 
ed with. I laid hold of that opportunity, telling 
them, 1 owned it was a prefumption in me to 
offer them any thing there, but that I defired 
them to accept of a parcel of rich filks fent me 
from Milan, which that page of mine fliould 
carry them at night, pointing to one that flood 
over the way bareheaded, waiting for his maflcr, 
who was in a (hop. And that they might talce 
me for fome man of quality, and well known, I 
pulled off my hat to all the judges, privy* coun* 
fellors and peein that went by, bowiog as if we 
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liad been very well acquainted, though I knevr 
none of them. Thefe outward fliows, and my 
taking out a piece or two of gold of my hidden 
treafure, on pretence of gwing an alms to a poor 
body that begged of me, made them conclude I 
was fome gentleman of note. They thought 
fit to go home becaufe it grew late, and took 
their leave, charging me to be fure the page 
fliould go as privately as might be. I begged 
of them, only as a favour and token of their 
good will, a pair of beads, all fet and linked in 
gold, which the handfomeft of them had in her 
band, as a pledge for me to vifit them the next 
day without fail. They made fome difficulty to 
part with it, till I offered them a hundred crowns 
in pawn for it, which they refufed, hoping by 
that means to draw me in for a better penny^ 
aiked where I lodged, and told me their quar< 
ters, defiring me to obferve, that they could not 
receive meflfages at all times, becaufe they were 
perfons of quality. I led them through the high* 
ftreet, and before we turned out of it, made 
choice of the largeft and faircfl houfe I could 
find, which had a coach without horfes {landing 
tt the door, telling them it was mine, and at 
their fervice, as was the horfes and mafter of 
them. My name, I told them, was Don Alvaro 
de Cordova^ and in I went to rights.before their 
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facc8« At our coming out of the (hop, I remein* 
bcr, I called over one of the pages from the 
other fide of the way, beckoning to him very 
(lately with my hand, and pretending to order 
him and the reft of them to wait there till I 
came, but in reality only afked whether he did 
not belong to my uncle the privy- counfellor ; 
he anfwered me he did not, and fo I difmified 
him, fetting myfelf off' with borrowed feathers. 

When it was dark night, wc all went home, 
and coming in, I found the counterfeit foldier, 
that had the clouted leg, with a white wax flnm« 
beau they had given him to attend a funerali 
and he run away with it. This fellow's name 
was Magaxo,.born at Olias ; be had been cap« 

• 

tain in a play, and had fought abundance of 
Moors in a fword- dance. When he talked with 
any that had ferved in the Low Countries, he told 
them he had been in China ; and if he happen- 
ed to peetwith any that had been there, he 
pretended he bad ferved in Flanders. He talk- 
ed much of encamping, and lying in the fields 
though he had never been in any, unlefs it were 
to loufe himfelf ; named abundance of ftrong 
holds, and knew none but the common gaols, 
highly extolled the memory of Bon John of 
Auftria, commended the Duke^of Alva for a 
generous true friend^ and had abundance of 



20 



THE HISTORY OF PAUL 



names of noted Turks, galleys, and great ofii« 
ctrs, at his fingers ends, all which he had picked 
out of a ballad then in vogue concerning this 
like affairs. But being altogether unacquainted 
with geography, or any thing of the fea-, dif- 
courTing about the famous battle of Lepanto,* 
he faid, that Lepanto was a very brave Turk. 
The poor wretch was fo ignorant, that he ferved 
to make us excellent fport. 

Soon after in came my friend with his nofe 
beaten almoft flat to his face, all his bead wrap* 
pcd up in clouts very bloody and dirty. We 
afked him how he came into that pickle ? he 
told us, he went to the alms at the monaflery 

. of St. Jerome, and afked for a double portion, 
pretending it was for fome poor people that 
could not beg ; the friars (lopped fo much from 
the common mumjpers to give it him; at which 
they being provoked, dogged him, and found he 
was laying about him with might and main, in 
a dark corner, behind a door. They fell into a 
debate, whether it was lawful to cheat to fill 
one's own belly, and to rob others to ferve one's 
felf; the conteft rofe to high words, which were 
followed with blows, and thofe raifed many 
knobs and bumps on his head. They attacked 

' him with their pots they received the pottage 
in ; and the damage done to bis nofe came b/ 
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a wooden difli they gave himto fmell to, more 
haftily than had been convenient : They took 
away his fword ; out came the porter, and had 
enough to do to part ti.em. In ihort, our poor 
brother was in fo much danger, that he oflered 
to return all he had eaten, and it would not ferve 
his turn ; for all they infided upon, was, that he 
begged for others, and thought much to pafs 
for a mumpen Out darted from among the red 
of the gang a two handed mendicant fcholar, 
crying, Do but behold the figure made up of 
clouts like a rag baby, as poor as a padry-cook 
in Lent, as full of holes as a flagelet, all patches 
like a magpie, as greafy as an oihiian, and as 
tattered as an old colours ; pitiful fcoundrel, 
there are thofe that receive the holy faints alms 
that are fit to be bifliops, or for any other dig- 
nity ; 1 myfelf am a graduate at Siguenza, and 
docs Mr. Shab-rab think it a difgrace to cat a« 
mongd us ? The porter interpofed, hearing a 
little old fellow cry out, that though he came 
there for pottage, he was defcended from the 
famous great captain, and had many lofty rela« 
tions. But I. will leave them here, iince our 
companion was now got off, and endeavouring 
to (hake his bones into their places again* 
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CHAP. XIII. 

The farther Piocccdings of this Sharping G;ing, till thej 
were thrown all together into Gaul. 

The next that came, was Merlo Diaz, his girdle 
hang all round with earthen cups and glafles, 
which he got at nunneries, hegglng drink at the 
wheel, without the lead remorfe of confcience. 
Don Lorenzo de Fcdrofo relieved him, coming 
in with an excellent good cloak, which he had 
exchanged at a billiard table for his own, that 
had no fign it had been made of wool, it was fo 
threadbare. This fellow u fed to take off his 
cloak, as if he defigned to play, and to lay it a« 
mong .the reft, and then not agreeing about the 
match, he returned to the place, took up the 
cloak he liked bcft, and went his way ; the 
fame he did at nine- pins and other games. All 
this was nothing in comparifon of Don Cofme, 
who came in with a regiment of boys at his tail» 
that were troubled with the king's-evil, cancers 
or leprofy, or were hurt or lame. He played 
the white witch, or dodor, that cured by pray- 
ers and blefiings, haying to this purpofe learned 
fome fuperftitious ceremonies gnd cramp words 
of an old woman. By this cheat he got more 
than all the reft together, for if any one came 
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to be cured without fomething to make a Ihow 
under his cloak, or the gingle of money in bis 
pocket, or the cry of fome live fowl, he was ne« 
ver at leifure. He had made fools of half the 
town, making them believe whatfoever he plea* 
fed, for there never was fo abfolute a mailer at 
lying; infomuch that he never fpoke truth but 
accidentally. His comitAon difcourfe was of hea* 
yen; when he came into a houfe, he always faid^ 
" God be here ;" and going out, " The Lord 
** have you in his keeping."* All he had about 
him fecmed hypocrify, a pair of beads as big as 
walnuts; he contrived that fonietime a difci* 
pline made bloody at his nofe, fliould peep out 
under his cloak ; when he Hirugged to remove 
the lice that bit him, he pcrfuadcd others it was 
the hair cloth he wore next his (kin, and that 
this.llarving was a voluntary fad. Then would 
he tell (lories of (Irange temptations he over- 
came ; if the devil happened to be named, he 
cried, " The Lord deliver and preferve us," 
kifled the ground when he went into the church, 
called himfelf unworthy {inner, never lifted up 
his eyes to look at women, but did not (lick to 
take up their coats. Thefe cheats had fo far 
prevailed on the multitude, that they begged 
his prayers, and might as well have applied 
themfelves to the devil } for he was not only a 
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gamefter, but a mere (hark or pickpocket^ but 
never took the name of God in vain, being aU 
ways fure to get by it. As for women, he had 
feveral children fcattered about, and two holy 
fillers with child at that time ; and in fliort, if 
any commandment efcaped breaking quite, he 
never failed to crack it. 

The next that came was Polacon, making a 
great noife, and afking for a long fad coloured 
gown, a great crofs, an overgrown falfe beard 
and a bell J and ufed to go about at night in 
thisdrefsi crying, " Remember you are to die, 
" and be kind to the fouls departed, &c." which 
brought him in confiderable alms ; and when 
he found a houfe open, he went in, and if no« 
body was in the way, dole all that came to his 
band. If any body faw him, he rung his bell, 
and in a difmal tone, as be knew how to frame 
it, cried, " Remember, brethren, &c." All 
thefe and many more contrivances, and ftrange 
ways of dealing, I learned in a month I conti* 
nued among them. To return where I left off, 
I fhowed the beads, and told them the dory; 
they applauded my ingenuity, and the old wo- 
-man took them into her cudody, to fell them,* 
and went about faying, they belonged to a poor 
maiden gentlewoman, who was fain to fell them 
for.breadi having her dory ready for every oc« 
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cafion. The old jade wept when ever (he plea- 
fed, wrung her hands, and fighed rood bitterly ; 
(he called all people, children; and over a good 
{mock, jerkin, gown and petticoats, wore a tat« 
tered long robe of fackcloth, given her by an 
anchorite, her friend, who lived on the moun- 
tains by Alcala. Her bufinefs was to manage 
all the goods, to diredt and conceal ; but the 
devilr who is always kind to his fervants, fo or- 
dered it, that going one day to a houfe to fell 
fome clothes and other things, fomebody there 
knew their own goods, fent for an officer, fe« 
cured the old hag, whom we called Mother Le« 
brufca, and (he prefently difcovered all the plot, 
told how we all lived, and that we were gentle- 
men of prey. The officer left her in the gaol, 
and came to our houfe, where he found me, and 
all my companions. He had half a dozen un« 
der-catchpoles along with him, and removed the 
whole (harping congregation to the prifon, where 
our gentility availed us very littlet 
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The Prifon defcribed, with an Account of what happened to 
us in itf tSl the old IVoman was whipped ; my Companions 

' expofed to public Shame, and I came out upon BaiL 

• • • . 

As foon as we came into the gaol, we were load* 
ed with irons, and going altogether to be clap* 
ped into the dungeon; but I made ufe of the 
money I had to prevent falling into that hell, 
pulling out a piftole, and making it glitter in 
the gaoler*8 eyes, faying, " Pray, Sir, be plea* 
** fed to hear, me a word in private." He ha* 
ving feen a glimpfe of the gold, took me aHde, 
-and I went on, ** I befeeqh you, Sir, take pity 
/* of an unfortunate man.'' Then I took him 
lovingly by the band, and clapped in the piece, 
which he greedily grafped, being ufed to fuch 
ceremonies, and anfwered,; '* I will examine in« 
:^' to your diflemper, and if it is dangerous, you 
** (hall not go down into the hole.'' I under* 
flood hinl, and fubmitted myCelf peaceably, fo 
that he left me out, and turned down my com* 
panions. I will not take up time in relating 
what fport we made in the prifon, and as we 
went along the flreets; for being hunched along 
bound, fome of us without cloaks, and others 
with themi dragging along; it was comical to 
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fee fucli a parcel of ragamuflins, all patches, and 
parti-coloured black and white, like magpies. 
The officers knew not how to take fad hold of 
them, they were all in fuch tatters ; fome they 
thought to grafp by the fle(h, and finding none, 
for it was all ftarved away, they feared to be an- 
fwcrable for disjointing the bones. Others loft 
their coats and breeches by the rough handling 
of thofe unmerciful fellows. When they un» 
bound the rope, they led them all in, the rags 
and clouts dropped otF with it. At night I was 
carried to the common fide, where I had a little 
bed allotted me« It was odd to fee- fome lie 
down in their whole cafe, without taking oflfthc 
lead rag they wore in the day. Others, at one 
motion put off all the clothes they had ; others 
played ; but at lad we were made fad, and the 
light put out. We all forgot our irons, and took 
our red very favourably. The great jorden, 
for cafing the body, ftood at my bdd*s head ; 
and about midnight all the prifoners began to 
take their turns at it, letting fly fuch volleys, 
that hearing the noife, I concluded it was thun- . 
der, and began to pray and blefs myfelf, till 
perceiving a very ill fcent followed, I found it 
was a fort of badard thunder. The dink was 
fo great, that it obliged me to fpeak to them to 
remove the utenlil to fome other place, which 
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ibmc of them taking in dudgeon, we came to 
high words. I was refolved to be beforehand, 
for the tirft (Iroke is half the battle, and accord- 
jngly laid one of them acrofs the face with my 
belti he ftarted up in hafte, overfet the jorden, 
which waked all the company with the fall. 
\ye beat out one anothers eyes with our girdles 
in the dark ; and the (tench was fo intolerable, 
that they all got up, and there was a hideous 
cry. The gaorcr fearing left fome of the vafTals 
might defert him, came running up with all his 
guards well armed, opened the door, brought in 
a light, and examined the cafe. All the evi« 
dence condemned me, and I only pleaded the 
opening of their blind eyes had not let mc clofe 
mine all night. 

The gaoler fancying I would drop him ano- 
ther piftole, rather than be let down into the 
liole, laid hold of this opportunity, and ordered 
me to be buried among the reft, which I refol- 
ded to "Cndure, rather than break bulk any 
4iiore, I was conveyed down, where my old 
friends received me with a great (liout, and 
much fatisfaAion. That night I lay cool, with* 
out «ny thing to cover me ; when it was day, 
we »U came out of the dungeon, iayv one ano« 
tbers faces, and prefently our companions de« 
manded the ufual gamiih-money, on gain of a 
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good liquoring. I prefcntly diiburfed fix royals ; 
but my companions having nothing to give, 
their caufe was referred till night. Among the 
red in the dungeon, was a one-eyed tall youn^ 
fellow, with a great pair of whiikers, a four 
look, round fhouldered, and thofe well flogged. 
He had a whole fmith*s forge upon him, double 
fetters on his legs, and a great ehain hanging 
from his neck ; they called him the Giant ; and 
he faid of himfelf that he was in prifon for petty 
trifles, which I concluded to be fome mere lar- 
ceny ; and if any body aflced him whether that 
was the crime, he anfwered in the negative, but 
that it was for backward fins : I fancied he had 
meant fome old ofFences, according to their 
cant, but at length was informed he w*as there 
for Sodomy. When the gaoler reproved him 
for unluckinefs, he would call him the hang- 
man*s pantryman, and general florekeeper of 
fin. At other times he would cry, " You are a 
** fool to contend with one that will vanifli in 
•• fmoke ; by the Lord I will ftifle you as I go 
" off.*' This he had faid, cxpeding to be burnt 
alive. This villain had pleaded guilty, and was 
fuch a hellifli dog, that we were all fain to wear 
armour on our poftcriors to guard them from 
him, and fcarce durft break wind, for fear of 
putting him. in mind of thofe parts. He con^ 
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tradled friendfliip with another they called Ro« 
bledo, and by a nickname the Tumbler,, who 
fuid he was in prifon for his dexterityi which 
confiiled in making every thing vanifli he laid 
his hands on. He had been laflied by all the , 
beadles and hangmen in Spain ; his face was all 
over cuts and fears, his ears were at a great di« 
llance, for he carried but one about him, ha- 
ving left the other behind him in his travels ; 
his nofe was foldered together, having been 
cleft with a cut of a fword. Four other rampant 
fellows, like lions in heraldry, herded with thofe 
two, all of them loaded wuh chains, and con« 
demned to thrafli the fea, that is to the galleys, 
Thefe faid they might boaft, in a Ihort time, 
that they had ferved the king both by fea and 
]and; and a man would not believe how impa« 
tiently they expedcd their commiflion. Tbcfc 
people taking it ill that my comrades had not 
difcbarged the duty of garnifh, contrived to 
give them a found lafliing at night, with a curi« 
ous rope's end, provided for that purpofe. When 
night came, we were put into the difmal vault, 
they put out the light, and I prcfently fecured 
xnyfelt under my bed ; two of them began to 
whillle, and a third to lay about him with the 
ropeV end. % The fparks perceiving it was like 
to go ill with themi crowded themfelves up fo 
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clofe together, all the flclh of their bones being 
before devoured by the mange and lice, that' 
they found room enough in a cranny between 
the boards, lying like fo many fleas in a* feam/ 
or bugs in a bedlleud. The ladies founded on 
the boards, but the parties they were dcfigncd 
for lay clofe without fpeaking a w6rd;ii The 
whipfters obferving they did not complain, laid 
^de their difcipline, and began to pelt them 
with ilones, bricks, and rubbifli, they had ga« 
thered to that effect. This projedl fuccceded 
better, for a ftone hit Don Toribio on the 
neck, and raifed a buiich as thick as* his fiil» 
He cried out murder, and the knaves, that he 
might not be heard, fell a iinging all together, 
and rattled their chains. Don Toribio ftruggled 
with his companions to get undermoft, and in 
the fcuille, their bones rattled like cadanets, 
their coats fell all in tatters, and not a rag was 
left upon them. The ftoncs flew about fo thick, 
that in a Ihort fpace poor Don Toribio had as 
many knobs on his head, as there are on a pine 
apple. Finding there was no manner of pro^- 
tedion againfl that dreadful fliower of hail that 
fell upon us, but there he was like to die a mar-* * 
tyr, without being guilty of the lead piety or 
religion, he cried out, begging they would let 
him get out of: that place,, and he would, pay 
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immediately, delivering up his clothes in pawn. 
The perfecutors confented, and though his com* 
panions would have held him, becaufe he Aiel« 
tered them, he got up the bed he could, all 
battered, and came over to my fide. The reft 
were not fo quick at promiiing the fame, but 
that they had as many knocks as hairs on their 
heads, yet offered up their clothes towards pay- 
ing the garnifli ; thinking it was better to lie 
abed for want of clothes, than for broken 
bones. Accordingly they were difcharged for 
that night, but in the morning had orders to 
firip ; they did fo, and it appeared that all their 
clothes put together .would not bring one half^ 
penny loaf. They lay abed, that is, wrapped 
up in a blanket belonging to the public, on 
which all the prifoners ufed to loufe themfclves. 
As foon as they were warm they began to feel 
their friends about them, for the lice had kept 
a long lent, fome of them had not broke their 
faft for a week before, and yet were as big as 
nutmegs, and laid in their teeth as clofe as a 
(harp bull-dog. They expected nothing but to 
be devouried that morning for a breakfaft, threw 
away the blanket, curHng their fate, and claw- 
ing the very flcin off their bones with 'their 
hands* / 

,t flipped out of the dungeon, defiring them 
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toexcufeme for not bearing them companyv. 
becaufe it was not convenient, I greafed the 
gaoler over again with three pieces of eighty 
and being informed who the clerk was that had 
the ^charge of profecuting us, fent for him by a 
young running thief. He came, I got into a 
room with him, and after fome difcourfe con« 
cerning our buiinefs in general, I told him I had 
fome little money, which I delired him to keep 
for me ; and chat as far as might be done with 
fafety, he would favour an unfortunate young . 
gentleman, who had been unadvifedly drawn . 
into that offence. " Believe me, Sir " faid he, . 
when he had grafped the ready, ** the whole - 
'' matter depends upon us; and he that has a-. 
** mind to be u knave, may do a great deal of* 
*• mifchief 2 I have fent more men*to the gaU 
" lows without any caufe, but for my pleafure, 
** than there are words in an indictment. Leave * 
** it to me, and do notqueftion but I'll bring 
" you off fafe and found*" This faid, he made 
as if he was going away, but came back again ^ 
from the door to aik fomething for honeft : 
James Garzia, the conftable, for it was conveni« • 
ent to (lop his mouth with a. filver gag ; Tome- 
thing more he. hinted at concerning the clerk: 
of the court ; faying, *'* It is in this clerk's ^ 
*^ power, SiTi to undo a man by turning up iht: 
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^ whites of his eyes, railing his voice, making a 
•* noife to roufe a lord mayor or recorder when 
♦• they are afleep, as it often happens, and many 
^* other fuch dangerous adions." I apprehend- 
ed him, and lugged out fifty royals more; in re- 
turn for which he bid me fet my cloak righti 
taught me two cures for a cold I had got in the 
prifon ; and to conclude, faid, " Make yourfelf 
•* eafy, the gaoler will be kind to you, if you 
•* give him but a piece of eight, for thefe fort of 
•♦ jeople do nothing out of good nature, but all 
•* for intereft/* I could not but fmile at his 
obfcrvation, he went his way, and I gave the 
gaoler Iei crown ; he knocked off my irons, and 
gave me leave to go to his houfe. He had a 
ivife like a whale, and two daughters as ugly as 
the devil, and as fenfelefs as ftocks, yet errant 
Whores in fpite of their faces. 
- It happened that the gaoler, whofe name was 
Blandones de San Pablo, and his wife's Donna 
Anna Moraelz, came home to dinner one day, 
i^htti 1 was there, in a great rage, fuming,*^nd 
would not eat. His wife dreading fome mighty 
thing had happened, drew near, and tormented 
him to long with the ufual importunities, that 
itlaft he faid, ** What a pox d'ye think ails me? 
^That fcoundrel dog of Almendros, having 
^'^iJAimotds With biin about ifarmiog the gaolj 
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^* told me you are not fpotlers." •' Has the villaio 
" ever fcoured me ?" cried (lie, '• by my gran- 
<< dame's foul you don't deferve to be called 
** roan, lince you did not tear his beard for him ; 
*^ did I ever employ his fervants to clean me V^ 
Then turning to me, (he went on, •* By the 
** Lord he cannot call me Jew, like himfelf, wha 
** is a rakehcU by his father, and of one of the 
^ tribes of Ifrael by his mother* By my troth, 
^ my Paul, had I heard him, I would have put 
^ him in ipind that the inquifition had laid the 
*• St. Andrew's crofs upon his back." The " 
gaoler in very doleful manner replied, ^* Alasi 
^^ wife, I held my peace becaufe he told me 
<* you were doubly and trebly allied to that 
^ race ; for he did not talk of your not being 
'* fpotlefs on account of fwini(hnefs, but for not 
** eating that fle(h. Then he called me Jew/* 
quoth (he, ^^ and you . could take it fo calmly. 
*^ Brave times ! is that the regard you have for 
*Uhe honour of Donna Anna Moraez,. the 
** daughter of Eftefania Rubio, and John de 
^ Madrid, both of them well known to God 
**^ and all the world." " Daughter to John de 
•« Madrid," faid I. •* To John de Madrid of Aun- 
«• non," cried (he. •• By the Lord," quoth I^ " the 
^ rogue that faid fo is a Jew, a Sodomitei and a 
^ cuckold***' Then turning to them, I; went 

C6 



3^ THE H ISTORY- OF PAUL . 

on, ^' The honoured John de Madrid, whofe 
** foul reft in peace, was my father's own coufin 
** german, and I will make it appear what he 
'* was, and whence he came, for it concerns me; 
** and if once I get out of prifon, TU make the 
^ dog eat his words. I have my pedigree here 
^ in town in gold letters, which makes out both 
*• families/f They were all overjoyed with 
their new relation, and much encouraged to 
hear of the pedigree ; and at the fame time 1 1 
had no fuch thing, nor did I know who they 
were. The hulband began to fift out the point 
of kindred, coming to particulars, but I to pre-^ 
vent being patched in a lie, made as if I were 
going out in a paflion, fwearing and curfing. 
They all held me, defiring no more might be 
faid of the matter. Every now and then I 
would let fly, John de Madrid, what a pedigree 
I have of his. Another time, as if I were mu« 
ling, I dropt, John de Madrid the elder, father 
to John de Madrid, was married to Ann de 
Azevedo the Burly, and then I was hufhed a 
little longer. In (hort, I managed this tack fo 
well, that the gaoler kept me at bed and board 
in his houfe ; and then, the honeft clerk, what 
at his requeft, and what for the bribe I gave 
him, ordered the bufinefs fo well,: that the old 
voman went out forcmoft upon a dapple gray 
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afsy inftead of the cart ufed in England, with a 
crier before her, making proclamation that (he 
was a thief, and clofe at her heels the hang- 
man, laying her on as he had been diredled by 
the gentlemen of the long robe. Then follow* 
ed all my companions upon braying palfrieSp 
bareheaded and faced, thus, to be expofed to 
public fhame, like ftanding on the pillory, dnd 
fo ragged that they could not hide their naked* 
nefs. After this folemnity they were banifhed 
for fix years. For my part I was bailed out 
with the aififtance of the clerk ; and the other 
at the court played his part, for he changed his 

« 

tone, fpoke low, fkipped over fome words, and 
fwallowed whole fentences. 

T ■ I ■' ' , ' asaaaasaas; ■ » ■ ; ga; 

CHAP. V. 

How I took a Lodging, fell in Love, pretended to be a 
Conjuror, and the Misfortune that bcfel me. , 

Beino out of prifon, I found myfelf all alone, 
and deftitute of friends, though I was told they 
were travelling towards Seville upon the public 
charity ; yet I would not follow them, but went 
away to a lodging, where I found a fair, clear 
fkinned wencb^ free, pleafant, fometimes thruft« 
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ing herfelf into all companiesi and other ^^hile^ 
drawing back, and playing the coj one. She 
lifped a little, was afraid of mice, valued herfelf 
upon her hands ; and the better to Ihow them, 
always fnuffed the candles, carved up the meat 
at table, and held them up at church, in the 
ftreet was always pointing where every body 
lived, fitting in company continually contrived 
to be pinning up her headclothes ; and of all 
games loved to play at draughts, becaufe thea 
her hands were never off the board. She would 
frequently yawn, though (he had no need, to 
ihow her teeth, and then crofs her mouth ; and 
in ihort the whole houfc had fo much of her 
hands, that her very father and mother were 
out of patience with them. They entertained 
me very well in their houfe, for they made it 
their bufinefs to let lodgings, and could receive 
but three at once, which, at this time, were my« 
felf, a Portuguefe, and a Catalonian. All of 
them were very courteous to me; I liked the 
wench well enough by way of diverfion, and 
thought it a conveniency to have her 'in the 
houfe. I courted her, told her abundance of 
pleafant ftories I h^d picked up to pafs the 
time ; brought them home news, though there 
were none abroad ; did them all the fervice I 
couldi provided it coft nothing ; perfuaded then 
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I underftood witchcrafti and was a conjurer, 
and could make fhow as if the houfe were fink« 
ing, or all in a flame, without doing the lead 
harm ; all which the credulous foolifh women 
eafily believed. All the family was civil and 
kind to me; but all this did not amount to 
love* for being but indifferently clad, though I 
had fomewhat mended my apparel with the 
help of the gaoler, keeping up the kindred by 
continual fponging at his houfe ; they did not 
take fo much notice of it as I could have wifli* 
ed. To gain the reputation of being a man of 
wealth* though I concealed it, I contrived to 
fend fome of my acquaintance to inquire for me 
when I was not at home. One of thefe came 
and inquired for Don Ramiro de Guzman, for I 
had told them that was my name, having been 
informed by my friends that changing of names 
was not expenfive, and might prove very ad« 
vantageouSi The man, I fay, inquired for Don 
Ramiro, a rich merchant, who had lately farm- 
ed two branches of the revenue of the king. 
Neither the old nor young landlady knew me 
by this defcription, and therefore anfwered, that 
no fuch man Hved there, but only one Don Ra« 
zniro de Guzman, who was rather ragged than 
rich, a little fellow, hard favoured, and poor, 
^bat is the perfon 1 want| replied the man ; and 
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as light as you make of him, I would defire no 
more, if it were G6d'« will, than as much as he 
is worth above 2000 ducats a-year. He told 
them a great many more lies of this fort ; they 
flood amazed, and he left them a Iham bill of 
exchange he pretended he had on me for 9000 
ducats, defiring them to get me to accept it. 
Both mother and daughter gave credit to my 
wealth, and immediately pricked me down for 
a hufband. I came home very unconcerned, as . 
if I knew nothing of the matter; immediately . 
they gave me the bill of exchange, faying, 
liVealth and love are hardly to be concealed,. 
Don Ramiro, it is very well that you make us 
fuch ilrangers to what you are, when you know 
we have fo much kindnefs for you. I made as 
if I was difpleafed at his leaving the bill, and ' 
went away to my chamber. It was pleafant to : 
fee how they changed their notes as foon as they 
thought I had money ; they faid every thing 
became me, admired every word I fpoke, and I 
was the moft accomplilhed perfon in the world. . 

Perceiving they had bit at the bait I had laid 
for them, I made the wench acquainted with 
my affedions, which fhe received with much 
joy, returning a thoufand loving expreflions, 
and fo we parted for that time. The next 
oighti the more to confirm them in the conceit . 
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of my wealth, I fliut myfelf up in my chamber, 
which was parted from theirs only by a thin 
wall of lath and plafteri and taking out fifty 
crowns, counted them over fo often that they 
reckoned fix thoufand. This contrivance of 
making them believe I was rich, fucceeded as 
well as I could vvilh, for their whole ftudy was 
to pleafe and make much of me. The Porta* 
guefe, who lodged in the houfe with me, was 
called Don Vafco de Menefes, and was knight 
of the famous order of Chrift in Portugal, which 
in Spain they reckon only, fit for Jews and fuch 
as are defcended from them. He wore a 
mourning cloak, a pair of boots, a little band,' 
and large whiflcers, and was pafllonately in love 
with Donna Perenguella de Reboledo, for that 
was our miftrefs's name. When he courted her^ 
he would make long fpceches, figh as bitterly 
as a holy filler at a fermon, and fing very fcur*. 
vily. There was continual bickering between 
him and the Catalonian, who was the moft 
wretched miferable creature that ever God put 
life into ; for, like a tertian ague, he fed but 
once in three days, and then his bread was fo 
hard, that it had broke fcveral of his teeth. His 
way of making love was looking big and bully- 
ing, though at the fame time he had no more 
heart than a hen, and cackled as mvch. Thefe 
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two perceiving I had got the ftart of them in 
the amorous intrigue, made it their whole bufi- 
nefs to rail at me. The Vortuguefe faid I was 
a fliabby loufy fcoundrel ; the Catalonian gave 
out that I was a pitiful coward. I knew all 
they faid, and fometimes heard it, but did not 
think fit to make any reply. In (hort, the 
wench gave me a full hearing, and received my 
billet dmxs^ which I began, according to the 
laudable cuftom, with, *' Pardon my prefump* 
" tion ;•• " The power of your beauty," &c.; 
Then I went on with the terms of paflion and 
flames, and feigned myfelf her flavCi fealing it 
with ft heart firuck through with a dart. After 
all this ceremony, we came to plain thee and 
thou, and to rivet the notion of my quality, al« 
ready conceived, I went abroad, hired a mulei 
and mtlfl^ng myfelf .up in my cloak, and chan« 
ging my voice, aiked for myfelf, inquiring w'he«» 
ther Don Ramiro de Guzman, lord of Valce- 
rado and Vellorete, lived there. The wench 
made anfwer. Here b a gentleman of that name, 
of a low ftature, and defcribed me. I replied, 
he was the man, and defired her to tell him, 
that Diego d^ Solarzana,'fais ileward, was going 
to receive his rents,' and called as he went by 
to kifs his band.. • Having left thia mefiage, I 
vent away^ '..and - came, iiome awhile : after* 
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They received me with the greateft joy ima* 
ginable» complaining that I would not let them 
know I was lord of Valcerado and Velltirete, 
and delivered the mefiUge they had for me. 
This made the wench mad to fecurc fuch a rich 
hufbandf and fo Ihe contrived that I fliould talk 
with her at one o'clock in the morning, getting 
out of a gallery upon the tiles her window look- 
ed over. 

The devili who is always contriving of mif- 
chicfi fo ordered it, that at night, being eager 
to improve that opportunity, 1 went up into 
the gallery, and getting cut of 't npon the tiles, 
where 1 was to entertain my ludy, my feet flip- 
ped, and I came down upon a neighbour's 
boufe, who was a notary, with iuch force, that 
I broke all the tiles, and left the print of them 
in my fides. The dreadful noife waked half 
the houfe, and fancying there had been thieves, 
for that fort of people are always apprehenfive. 
cf them, they came out upon the top of the 
houfe. I would have hid myfelf behind a chim- 
ney, which made the fufpicion the greater ; for 
the notary, with the afiiilance of two fervants, 
and a brother, beat me like a flock^fifli, and 
bound me in the prefence of my midrefs, with- 
out any regard to what I could fay for myfelf. 
She laughed heartilyi bccaufe having toldi her 
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before that 1 could play abundance of odd 
pranks by the help of art magic, (lie concluded 
the fall had been* only a trick to make fport, 
and therefore lay calling to me to come up, for 
I had done enough. This and the beating made 
me roar out unmercifully ; and the bed of it 
^vas, that (he believed it was all (ham, and 
laughed immoderately. The notary began to 
form a procefs, and becaufe he heard fome keys 
rattle in my pocket, he not only faid, but writ 
it down, that they were picklocks, though they 
were ihowed hiro, and it was impofiible to l)eat 
it out of him. I told him I was Don Ramiro 
de Guzman, at which be laughed heartily. See* 
ing myfelf in a wretched condition, unmerci- 
fully beaten before my miftrefs, and like to be 
hurried away to gaol with a fcandalous name, 
though innocent, I knew not what courfe to 
take. I fell upon my knees before the notary, 
and begged of him for the love of God, but all 
that would not prevail with him to quit me. 
Hitherto we were ftill upon the tiles, for thefe 
people have never the more confcience for be- 
ing the nearer heaven ; they refolvcd to carry 
me down, as they did through a ikylight that 
was over a kitchen. 
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CHAP. VI. 

The Event of this Difafter, how I bilked my Lodging, tad 

otiicr Adventures. 

I HAD not one wink of flcep all that nighty 
thinking on my misfortune, which was not my 
falling upon the tiles, but into the cruel and 
mercilefs clutches of the notary ; and when I 
called to mind the pretended picklocks he had 
found in my pocket, and how many leaves he 
had writ of my proccfs, I perceived there is no- 
thing in nature increafes fo fail as a crime, when 
a notary has the handling of it. I fpent the 
night in contriving; fometimes I refolved to 
beg him for Jefus Chrift's fake ; but then re* 
fledling how he was ufed, when upon earth, by 
men of that kidney, I was foon off of it. I tried 
fcveral times to unbind myfelf, but he prefently 
heard me, and came to fee if all was fad; for he 
was more watchful, fludying how to make out 
a lie, than I was to clear myfelf. He got up by 
break of day, and was drefied fo early, that there 
was no creature ftirring in the whole houfe be- 
fides himfelf, and the devil that prompted him ; 
he laid bold of a good leather belr, (trapped me 
foyindly with it over and over ;igain. und repro- 
ved me feverely for the vile fin of thievingi as 
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being a thing he was To well acquainted with 
himfelf. This was the pofture we were in, he 
laying on me, and I alntod refolved to give him 
money, which is the only thing in nature that 
mollifies thofe (lony hearts. By this time my 
midrefs, who had fcen my fall and cudgelling, 
being convinced it was a real misfortune, and 
no enchantment, had, by her earned prayers 
and entreaties, prevailed upon the Portuguefe 
and Catalonian to come to my affidance, as 
they did. The notary hearing them fpeak to 
me, immediately drew out his pen to infert them 
into his procefs, as acceflaries. The Portuguefe 
had not patience to hear it, but let fly fome ill 
language, telling him, he was a man of quality, 
and the king*s fervant, and that I was a very 
honed gentleman, and it was very knavifhly 
done to bind me after that manner. This faid^ 
he began to unbind me, and the notary to cry 
out for help. In came two fervants of his, half 
bum-bailiffs and half porters, treading upon 
their own cloaks, and tearing their bands, as 
they ufe to do, to make it appear as if they had 
been beaten in the execution of their office, 
and roared out for all people to aid and afiid 
them in the king's name. However, the For. 
tuguefe and Catalonian unbound nie, and the 
notary perceiTing there was nobody to dand by 
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1iim» faidt ^* I tow to God I am not to be fo 
*^ ferved, and were not you, gentlemen, perfons 
" of fiich worth, it might coft you dear; how- 
" ever, order thcfe witnefles to be contented, 
•** and take notice, that 1 fcrve you generoufly 
** without any profpecl of intereft/' 1 under- 
flood the knack ; took out a piece of eight and 
gave it him, aad had a very good mind to re- 
turn the beating he had given me, but forbore 
rather than own the receipt of it, and went 
away with them, returning hearty thanks for 
my deliverance, my face all bruifed with the 
cuffs, and my back wealled with cudgelling. 
The Catalonian made very good fport, and ad« 
vifed the wench to marry me to invert the pro*, 
verb, " That I might not be cuckolded firft and 
*' beaten after, but firft beaten and then cuc« 
** koldcd." He called me a bold defpcrate fel- 
low, ironically alluding to my cudgelling, which 
fly way of his dill put me out of counteiltmce. 
If I happened to go in to give them but a 
friendly vifit, he prefently began a difcourfc of 
thrafhing, of canes and cudgels. 

Finding myfelf thus run down, and that they 
began to difcover the cheat of my riches, I laid 
about how to get away from the houfe and carry 
off my equipage, without paying for my diet or 
lodging, which amounted to fome money. J 
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agreed with one Licentiate Brandalagas, of the 
town of HornilloSi and two friends of his, that 
the/ ihould come and feize upon me. They 
came at the day appointed, told the landlady 
they were fent by the inquilition, and charged 
her with fecrecy. The whole family quaked for 
fear, becaufe I had pretended to them that I 
was a conjurer. They fpoke not a word againfl; 
carrying me off, but when they faw my equi-* 
page moving, they would haye made a feizure 
for what I owed, but the others anfwered, That 
all the goods belonged to the inquiiition. This 
made them all hufh, they let them go peaceably, 
and when they were gone, faid. They had al* 
ways dreaded it. The Portuguefe and Catalo- 
nian poiitively affirmed, that thofe who ufed to 
inquire for me were devils ; that I had certain* 
ly a familiar fpirit, and when the women told 
them how much money I had counted, they 
fwore it was no money, though it feemed fo, and 
the others believed them. 

I got clear off, and faved all my diet and 
lodging, and then, with the advice of thofe that 
had ftood my friends, I contrived to alter my 
drefs into the genteel faftiion, to put on ftrait 
breeches, and a great band, and get a fcoundrel 
by the name of a page, and two rakes for foot- 
men, H8 the mode then was. The others en« 
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couraged me fo to do, (ho wing how I might 
make myfelf at once by that means, getting a 
^ife with a great fortune, by making fuch a 
iigure, which frequently happened at Madrid ; 
adding, that they would put me in the way, 
iinding out one for my turn, and contriving how 
I might gain admittance. Covetoufnefs pre« 
vailing, and the defire of a wife, I confented, 
fearched all the brokers (hops, bought ray wed- 
ding clothes, hired a horfe, and mounted in great 
(late that very day, but could not light on a 
footman. Away I made to the high (Ireet, and 
(topped at a faddlef s (Iiop, as if I were buying 
fome furniture. Two gentlemen on horfeback 
accoded me. Whether I was about buying a 
rich embroidered fadUle and houfing I had in 
my hand ? I laid it down immediately, faying, 
It was at their fervice, if they liked it, and kept 
-them awhile with a thoufand compliments. At 
' length they faid they would go and divert them* 
felves in the Frado, which, at Madrid, is like 
our Hyde Park, where the ladies go out in their 
coaches, and the gentlemen on horfeback to 
take the air. I told them I would wait on them, 
if they would give me leave; and left word 
with the faddler, that in cafe my pages and foot« 
men came thither, he ihould fend them after me, 
: defcribing the livexy to inm^ which faid, I clap« 
VoL.IL D 



50 THE HISTORt OF PAUL 

• 

pcd in between the two gentlemen, and away 
%vc went. By the way 1 confidered with my- 
iclf, that none who faw us could poflibly guefs 
or decide to which of us the pages and footmen 
belonged, or \v4iich of us had none. I began to 
talk very loud of the tilting and other fports on 
horfeback at Talevera, and of a piebald horfe 
I had, highly commending a lufty Aoned horfe 
I expeded from Cordova. Every page or foot- 
man I met on horfeback I Hopped, alking, 
Whofe it was ? then talked of his marks like a 
jockey, and afked, Whether he was to be fold ? 
Then I would make him take a turn or two up 
and down the ftreet, and though there were no 
fault, would find one in the bridle, and tell him 
. liow to mend it. Fortune fo ordered it, that I 
met with feveral opportunities of fliowing my 
talent. The gentlemen went mufing, and, as I 
fancied, thinking with themfelves, What upftart 
country *fquire is this? One of them had a plain 
badge of knighthood on his bread, the other 
his hanging at a chain fet with diamonds ; and 
therefore to amufe them, I faid, I was looking 
. out to buy fome thoice horfes for myfclf and a 
kinfman of mine, that were to be at fome fports 
on horfeback. * When we came to the Prado, I 
took my feet out of the ftirru|5s, turning my 
l^ecls out and walked eafily, with my cloak 
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hanging upon one flioulder, and my hat in my ' 

hand. Every body gazed at me j one fuid, ** I 

*• have fccn that fpark walk on foot j" another, 

•' The fcoundjrel makes a pretty figure;" I made 

as if I did not hear them and walked on. The 

two gentlenien went up to a coach full of ladies, 

and defired me to banter awhile. I left the 

fide where the young ones were, and went to 

the other where there was a mother and an 

aunt, two pleafant old jades, the one about fifty 

years of age, the other little lefs. I told them a 

thoufa«nd amorous lies, and they lillened to 

them ; for there is no v/oman, though never fo 

old, but has a good conceit of hcrfclf ; oftcrcd 

•to treat them, and alkcd, Whether the other 

-ladies were married? They replied they were 

maids, and it was cafy enough to gucfs at it by 

their talk. Then I made the ufual compliment, 

wifliing they might fee them well preferred to 

their mh^d, and they were much taken with it. 

Next they afked me how I fpcntvmy time at 

.'court? to which I anfwered, That I kept out of 

• the way from a father and mother, who would 
' fain marry me, againll my will, to a woman that 

was ugly, foblifli,' and of. a mean fdrriily, only 

• becaufc flie had. a A^aft portion ; : and for - my 
. part, ladies,. I, had: rather havca wiferwell born, 

in her fmoQk; than the. .weaUbieft Jew that is ; 

- D 2 
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Fori God be praifed, my patrimony is worth a- 
bout forty ttioufand ducats a-year ; and if I 
fucceed in a law fuit« which goes hitherto well 
on my fide, I (hall want no more. The aunt 
hearing this accounti very haftily cried, ^' Lord, 
*' Sir, I admire you for that humour, do not 
^' marry without you like, and with a woman 
'* of a good family, for I do aflfure you, that 
f* though I am not very rich, I have refufed to 
'* marry off my niece, who has had very rich 
V pretenders, becaufe they were not of quality. 
.'* She is poor, it is true, for her portion is but fix 
** thoufand ducats ; but as for birth flie is infe* 
** rior to none/* I do not qucftion that. Ma* 
dam, faid I. By this time the damfels had end- 
ed their difcourfe with the gentlemen, afking a 
collation.' The two gazed upon one another, 
. and began to flirink for fear ; but I laying hold 
of the opportunity, told them, I wasforry my 
. pages were out of the way, becaufe I had no- 
body to fend home for fome boxes of fweet- 
meats. They returned thanks, and I defired 
them to be the next day at the fummcr-houle 
in the Prado, and I would fend them a cold 
treat. They accepted of the invitation, told 
tne where they lived, and inquired after my 
. quarters ;fo the coach went off, and my com- 
panions and I^nade towards our homes. They 
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obferving that I was fo generous in offering the 
treat, began to take a fancy to me, and the 
more to oblige me, defircd I would fup with 
them that night. I flood off a little, but not too 
long, and fupped with them, fending out feveral 
times to feek my fcrvants, and fwcaring I would 
turn them away. When it flruck ten, I told 
them, that was the appointed time for an amo* 
rous intrigue, and therefore begged they would 
cxcufe me for that time, and fo went away ; firfl 
engaging them to meet the next day at the 
fummer^houfe. From them I went to deliver 
the hired horfe to the owner, and thence home, 
where I found my companions playing at all- 
fours ; told them what had happened, the en« 
gagement I had made ; we refolved to fend the 
collation without fail, and to lay out two hun« 
dred royals on it. Having thus ordered affairs, 
we went to bed, where I own I could not lleep 
all night, for thinking how I (hould beflow the 
portion, for I could not refolve, whether it were 
better with it to build i good houfe, or to put it 
out to interefl, not knowing which would- be 
mofl advantageous. : 
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CHAP. VII. 

How the Collation was managcdy with other Accidents and 

notable Misfortunes. 

In the morning we got up to provide the plate, 
fervants and collation ; and there being nothing 
in this world but money can command, as be- 
ing a thing worfliipped by all men. I found a 
nobleman's butler, that furnidied plate, and un- 
dertook to wait himfcif with three of his fellow- 
fervants. The forenoon was fpent in difpofing 
affairs, and after dinner I hired a nag, and at the 
appointed time fet put for the fummer-houfe. I 

4 

liad abundance of papers flicking out of my 
pockets; befides that, my coat being unbutton- 
ed, fome^ peeped out. at my bofom, as if I had 
been a man of mighty bufincfs. When I came 
to the place^ the ladies and gentlemen were 
there ; the former received me with much fliow 
of love, and the latter talked to me by plain 
TH££ and THOU, in token of familiarity. I had 
told them , my name was Don Philip Triftian, 
and nothing w^as to be hcarcl in all their mouths 
but Don Philip and Don Philip ; but I told 
them I had been fo entirely taken up with fome 
bufincfs of 'the king's, and the accounts of my 
eAate^ that Ihad much ado to be as good as my 
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word, and therefore they muft cxped a colla- 
tion provided in a hurry. By this time the but- 
ler came. with all his tackle, plate and fervants ; ' 
the gentlemen and ladies looked at me and held 
their peace. I ordered him. to go into the cat- 
ing-room and lay the cloth, whilft %ve went to 
divert ourfelves at the fidi-pond?. Xhc old wo- 
men drew near to fawn, and flatter, and I wa5 
glad to fee the young girls barefaced, for fince 
I was born, I never faw fo delicate a creature as 
that was I deiigned for my wife. A (kin as 
white as alabader, delicate fair hair, a curious 
frefli colour in her cheeks, a little mouth, fine 

• 

fmall teeth (landing clofe together, a \rell ihapcd 
nofe, large black eyes, tall of ftature, charming 
hands, and ilie lifpcd a little. The other was 
not amifs, but more wanton, and I was jealous 
(he had been handled. We went to the fi(h- 
ponds, faw all that could be feen, and by her 
talk I found that my intended bride would have 
been in danger in Herod's days, of being taken 
in among the innocents. In iliort, (lie had not 
a grain of fcnfe; however, having never defign- 
ed them for counfellors or jefters, but only to 
lie with them, and it being pleafanter^ as Ari- 
(lotle fays, to lie with a handfome woman^ 
though a fpol, than with one of wit that is ugly ; 
I always pitch upon thofe that are propereft for 

D4 
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the ufe I would have them. This confideratioa 
comforted me, we went towards the banqueting, 
houfe, and as I paflTed along, fome twig of the 
hedge got hold of the lace of my band, and tore 
it a little ; the young lady Hepped and pinned 
it with a filver pin, and her mother bid me fend 
it to her houfe the next day, and Donna Anna, 
fo the maiden was called, would mend it. All 
the treat was in excellent order, hbt and cold, 
fruit and fweetmeats. When the cloth was 
taken away, I fpicd a gentleman coming along 
the garden with two fervants after him, and who 
fhould this be but my old mafter Don Diego 
Coronel. He drew near, and feeing me in this 
habit, could not take his eyes off me, talked to 
the women, calling them coufins, and all the 
time turned to look again and again. I kept 
talking to the butler, and the other two gentle- 
men, being my mailer's friends, were in deep 
difcourfe with him. He afked them, as after* 
wards appeared, my name, .and they anfwered^^ 
it was Don Philip Triftian, a very honeft gen- 
tleman of a great eftate. I faw him blefs him- 
felf, and at length .he came up to me before 
them all, and faid, " Sir, will you pardon me, 
^ for, by the Lord, till I heard your name, I 
^' took you for a difierent pcifon than you are ; 
*• in my life I never law any thing fo Jikc a fer. 
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** yant I had at Segovia, called Paul/, the fon 
!* of a barber in that town." They all laughed 
heartily, and I ufed all the art I could to forbear 
betraying xnyfelf by blufliing, and laid, I long 
mightily to fee that man; becaufe abundance of 
people had told me I was extremely like him. 
" Good God," cried Don Diego^ " like him, I 
" never faw fuch rcfemblance, his very Ihapc, 
** voice and mein. I declare to you, Sir, it is 
^ prodigious, and I never beheld any fo exadly 
*^ alike." The old women, mother and aunt, 
aiked how it was poflible that a gentleman of 
fuch quality (hould be fo like that mean fcoun- 
drel ? And that I might conceive no jealoufy of 
them, one faid, ** I know Don Philip very well, 
^* it was he that entertained us at Ocanna, by 
*' my hufband's order." I took the cue, and 
anfwered, ** I fliould always be ready to do 
" them all the fervice I could in all parts." Don 
Diego ofiered his fervice, and begged pardon for 
the affront of taking me for the barber's fon^. 
•• adding, ** Sir, you will fcarce believe it, but his 
'* mother was a witch, his father a thief, hi^un. 
*' cle the hangman, and he himfelf the wicked- 
** eil bafe fellow in the world." It is eafy to 
guefs what I felt, hearing fuch fcandalous things 
faid of me to my face; I fat upon thorns, though 
I did all I could to diffemble my uneafinefs. My 
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two new acquaintance and I took our leaves, 
and Don Diego went into the coach with the 
ladies. Then he afked them what was the mean- 
ing of the treat, and their being with me ? the 
mother and aunt told him, I was heir to fo 
many thoufand ducats a-year, and had a mind 
to marry Nancy; that he might inquire into the 
^ matter, and he would fee how convenient it was, 
and how advantageous to their family. This 
difcourfe held them home, which was near the 
church of St. Philip. My comrades and 1 went 
together to their houfc, as we had done the night 
before, and they having a mind to fleece me, 
afked mc whether I would play. I gueflld at 
their meaning, and fet to it, the cards were 
brought, 1 let them win at firft, but fpon fetch* 
ed it about, won about three 'hundred royals, 
took my leave and went home. 

Th&re I found tny two companions, the Li« 
centiate Brandalagas, and Peter Lopez, who 
jverc praAifing new cheats upon the dice. As 
foon as they faw me, they left off to inquire 
how I fped. . I only told them that I had been 
in great danger ; how I had met with Don Di* 
eg0| and how I came off. They comforted and 
encouraged me to proceed, and . not to defift 
from the enterprife by any means. We had now 
notice given us that they ufed to. play. at* Ian* 

r ■ 
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ikenet at an apothecary's boufe clofe by. I uzu 
derflood the game at that time tolerably well^ 
had cards made for the purpofe^ and knew all 
forts of cheats, fo we refolvcd to go put in for 
the plate among them. I font my friends bc« 
fore me, who coming, aflced them, whether they 
would pleafe to play witli a Monk of the Order 
of St. Benedicl, who was jufl come to town to 
be cured of a tedious didemper among his rela* 
tions and friends, and was well (locked with 
crowns 'and ducats ? This fet them all agog, 
and they cried, " Let the friar come in God\^ 
*• name. He is a man of note in the order,'* 
added Peter Lopez, " and being of the mona- 
•' fiery, has a mind to divert a few hours, and 
•* does it only for company's fake." " Let him 
" come," quoth they, "we do not care what 
" his motive is." ** We tell you fo much in 
•• regard to the privacy it requires," anfvvered 
Brandalagas. •• Enough," faid the man of the 
houfe, " you need fay no more." This futis- 
fied them that the thing was fo, and the lie - 
went down glib. My two fupporters came for ' 
me, and I was drefled with my nightcap on, in '■ 
a Bcnedidline habit, which I had got by the - 
wheel of fortune in my rambles, a pair of fpec- 
tacles oq my nofe, and fliort brufby beard, to ' 
ihow as if it were gcown fiqce my ficknefs. , jL^ 
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walked in very demurely, fat down, and wc be- 
gan to play. They all combined to put upon 
me, but I fwept all before me, being much 
fharper at it than they, fo that in about three 
hours time, I won upwards of a thoufand three 
hundred royals. I fcattered fome fmall bounty, 
and took my leave with the ufual compliment 
of, " The Lord be praifed," charging them not 
to be fcandalized to fee me play, for it was- 
mere diverfion, and nothing elfe; They who 
had loft their money, curfed themfelves to the- 
pit of hell. I took my leave again, away we 
went, got to our lodging about half an hour 
after one, parted our booty, and fo to bed. 

This was fomc fatisfadion to me for the un«- 
lucky accident before it; I got up in the morn- 
ing to hire a horfe, but they were all let, by 
which I perceived there were more in my cir- 
cumftances belides my felf. To walk the ftreets^ 
afoot did not lool; well, efpecially at that time. 
Not knowing how to mend my felf, I went to- 
wards St. Philip's church, where I found a law- 
yer's footman with a horfe in his hand, waiting 
for his mafter, who had juft alighted to hear 
mafs in that church. I clapt four royals in his 
hand, to let me ride two or three turns along 
the next ftreet, where my miftfefs lived. He 
confentedy I mountedi rode twice up attd down 
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the ftreet, without feeing anybody, but the 
third turn Donna Anna looked out. When li 
faw her, thinking to gallant her, (bowing my 
horfemanfhip, and being but an indifferent 
jockey, and unacquainted with the ho^fe's qua- 
lities, I gave him two lafhes, reining him at the 
fame time ; he reared firft, then ftruck out be- 
hind^ fet arunning full fpeed, fo that I came 
clear over his head into a puddle. I had no 
other recourfe ip this pitiful plight, all befet 
with boys, and in the prefence of my miftrefs, 
but to cry out, " A curfed dog, my Sorrel would 
•* never have done fo. I fliall pay forthefc 
•* mad pranks one time or other. They told 
•• me he was unlucky, and yet I would needs 
" be trying tricks with him.'* By this time the 
footman brought me the horfe again, for he 
flopt as foon as he had thrown me ;!' mounted 
again, and Don Diego Coronel^ who lived in] 
the fame houfe with his kinfwoman, hearing 
the noife, looked out. The fight of him dart-* 
led me very much ; he afkedi *' Whether I hac 
** any hurt ?'• I anfwered^ No, though at the 
fame time one of my legs was almoft crippled* 
The footman preffed me hard to give him hi 
horfe, for fear his mafter fiiould come out of thi 
church and fee me, for he was going, to court 
It was my misfortune, that' at be w^s caUihg^mtr 
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to be gone, the lawyer came behind us, and £> 

knowing his fleed, ran at the footman, laying r. 

him about the head and face with his fid, and . 

ir 

aflcing him, as loud as he could cry, •• How he 
" durft have the impudence to let any body . 
. . •* ride his horfe?" and what was worft of all, he ; 
tumid to me, and m a very angry manner, . 
•' Bid me get down in the -name of God, All 
. . this was in the full view of my fniflrcfs and Don ' 
Diego Coronel, which put mc as nnich out of 
countenance as if 1 had been whipped at the • ^ 
cart's tail. I was wonderfully call down and 
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. J melancholy, and with good caufe, to have two ' 
t fuch misfortunes befal me upon fo fmall a fpot -^ 
^^ of ground. In fine, I was fain to alight, the 
y lawyqr mounted, and went his way ; and I the 
jjj better to palliate the bulinefs, ftaid in the ftrcet, 
talking to Don Diego, and faid, ^' I never 
1 iol ** niounted fuch an unlucky jade in nil my days, 
*• My cream-coloured horfe is yonder by St. 
'* Philip's church, and is very hard mouthed 
** when he fets arunning. I was telling fome 
th(^ *^ there how I ufed to ride him at full fpeed, and 
led I ** ^^^^ ^^^ off at one check. They told me, I 
^A ««* could not do it with a horfe that ftood there, 
tbiJ *' which was the lawyer's youfaw; Irefolved 
^to try; you cannot imagine what a reftive 
^ jade it is,, and has fuch a bafe faddle, that it 
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** was a wonder he did not kill me. It was to, 
*' anfwered Don Diego ; and yet, Sir, you feetn 
*' to feel fome hurt in that leg. I do fo, replied 
'' I, and therefore I'll go take *roy own horfe 
" and get home." The young lady was fully 
fatisfied that all I fuid was true, for I could per- 
ceive (he wa^ much concerned at my fall ; but 
Don Diego, who faw farther, grew miftruAiul 
upon what had happened with the lawyer in 
the ftrcet. 

This proved the caufe of my ruin, befides 
many other unlucky accidents that befcl mc, 
and the greatcll of all, that when 1 went home 
and came to a chell, where in a portmantua I 
had left all the remains of my inheritance, and 
what 1 won at play, except only an hundred 
K^yuls I bad about me, I found my good friends 
the Licentiate Urandulagas and Peter Lopez hud 
fciz d it, and were iled. This was a mortal 
flrokc, and 1 ftood amazed, not knowing which 
way to turn myfelf, and faying, •* A curfe on 
** him that puts his truft in ill gotten wealthy 
•* which goes as it comes." Unhappy man ! 
what fliall I do ? I could not tell whether it 
were beft.to go myfelf, or fend a hue and cry * 
after them. I did not like this courfe, bccaufe 
if theyihpuld happjert to be takeh,. they would 
charge: me with thp difguife of . tbf monk's h8« 
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bit, and other matters, and that was thedireAji 
way to the gallows ; and as for following or 
them, I knew not which way. At lad, for fear 
of fpoiling my marriage, which I looked upon'; 
as fccure, and. that it would make amends for i 
all lofes, I refolved to (lay, and pufli it on.vigo« 
roufiy. I dined, after dinner hired a horfe, went ^ 
away towards my miftrefs's ftrcet, and having , 
no footman, becaufe it was not decent to be* 
feen without one, I waited at the corner of the 
ftreet, until fome man paifed by that looked like 
one, and away I went after him,, making him a 
footman, though he was none. At the other 
end of the ftrcet I did the like, (landing out of 
light until another went by like the former, and 
then rode down again. I know not whether it* 
was the certainty of the truth that I was the 
very fcoundrel Don Diego fufpeded, or the frefh- 
caufe of jealoufy, on account' of the lawyer's 
horfe and footman, or whatelfe that did it, but 
Bon Diego took care to inquire who I was,' 
what I lived on, and obferved all my adions'. 
At la(l he took fo much pains, that he difco- 
Yered the whole intrigue the ftrangeft way that 
could be imagined^ for Ipre(red on the bufinefs 
of matrimony very hotly, plying the ladies con- 
tinually with letters ; and 9on Diego being as 
eagerly importuned* by them, who were in bafte 
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to conclude it, as he was upon the fcent after 
me, met the Licentiate Flechilla, the man I in-^ 
vited myfelf to dine with, when firft I entered 
myfelf among the fliarping gang at Madrid be- 
fore my imprironment. This man taking it ill 
that I had not gone to fee him again, according 
to promife, happening to talk with Don Diego, 
stnd knowing I had heen his fervant, told him 
how I met him when I went to dine with him ; 
and that but two days ago he had met me on 
horfeback, and I informed him I was going to 
be married to a great fortune. This was enough 
for Don Diego, who returning home immediate* 
ly, met with the two knights I had made my« 
felf fo familiar with, gave them an account of 
the whole affair, and defired them to b$ ready- 
at night to give me a good thralhing in his 
flreet, where he would contrive I fliould be, 
and they might know me by his cloak, which 
he would take care I ihould have on. They 
agreed, met me immediately in the flreet, and 
all of them carried it fo fair at that time, that I 
never thought myfelf fo fecure of their friend- 
fhip as then. We continued talking together 
how to* divert ourfelves at night, till towards 
the clofe of the evening the two knights took 
their leave, and went down the flreet. Don 
Diego and I being left by ourfelvesi turned to^ 



66 THE HISTORY OF PAUL 

wards the church of St. Philip. When vvc 
came to the next turning, Don Diego faid to 
xnc, " Let me beg the favour of you, Don Phi- 
•• lip, to change cloaks with me, for I have oc- 
** cafion to gO' this way, and would not be 
•• known." " With all my heart,** anfwered I; 
took his cloak very innocently, and gave him 
mine in an unhappy hour, oflTering to go along, 
and (land by him if need were ; but he having 
projeded to ftand by me to break my bones, 
replied, ** He was obliged to go alone, and 
" therefore dcfired me to leave him.** No 
fooncr ^ad I parted from him, but the devil 
contrived, that two who waited to thrafli me 
on account of a wench, thinking, by the cloak, 
that I was Don Diego, fell on a-cudgelling me 
as thick as hail ; I cried out, and by my voice 
and face they difcovered I was the wrong man, 
at which they ran away, and I was left with my 
' beating, put up three or four good bumps they 
had raifed, and made a halt, not daring to go 
into my miflrefs's ftreet a while for fear. At 
lad about twelve, which was the time when I 
talked with her, I came up to the door, where 
one of Don Diego's friends that waited for me, 
being ready with a. good cudgel, gave me two 
blows acrofs the ihins, which laid me flat on 
the ground ; . as foon as I was dowh| the other 
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played his part, giving me a llafti acrofs the face 
from ear to ear: They then took away my 
cloak, and left nie on the ground, Taying, " This . 
^ is the reward of falfe, deceitful, bafe fcoun* 
** drels/* I cried out for help, not knowing to 
whom I was beholding for that ufage, though, 
by what they faid at parting, I gucflcd it might 
perhaps be the landlord I had cheated, with the 
contrivance of being taken up by the inquifi-' 
tion, or the gaoler I had fo long impofcd upon^ 
or my companions that fled; for, to fay the . 
truth, I espeded that cut from fo many places, 
that I could not be pofitive from whom it might 
come. Don Diego was the pcrfon I leaft fu- 
ipedted, and I was farthcft from the mark ; but 
ftill cried out, " Thieves, Thieves," which at 
length brought the watch, who took me up, 
and fpying a gafli a quarter long on my face, 
and that I had no cloak, nor could tell how 
that misfortune came, they carried me away to 
a furgeon's houfe, where I was dreiTed ; then 
they.aiked where I lived, and thither they con- 
dudled me. I went to bed, and lay all night 
awake, full of remorfe and confuiion ; my face 
being cut in two, my body bruifed,* and my 
legs fo' crippled with the cudgelling, that I 
could not (land, nor had fc'arce any feeling in 
them, fin fine, I was wounded^ robbed, and in 
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fiich a condition, that I could neither follow my 
fiiendsi nor proceed towards matrimony, nor 
ftay in Madrid, nor get away. 



CHAP. VIII. 

My tedious Cure ; what pafled between mj Landlady, and 
' me ; how I turned Beg(^r, picked up a confidcrable Sum 
of Money, and went to Toledo*. 

Thb next morning, by break of day, my land* 
lady appeared at my bcd*8 head. She was a 
choice old woman, at the years of difcretion, 
pail fifty-five, a great pair of beads in her hand, 
and a face like a chitterlin, or a walnut fliell, it 
was fo full of furrows. Her name was up in 
the neighbourhood, and fo (he lay in bed till 
noon when (he pleafed, and with any body that 
could fancy it. She promoted pleafure and 
contrived delight ; her name was Madam de la 
Guia ; her trade to let lodgings at home, and 
procure for others abroad. Her houfc was ne« 
Ter without lodgers all the year round. It was 
pleafant to fee how ibe inftrudled at young girl 
in veiling herfelf, teaching Jber what parts of 
ker fiicefhe.muft be fure to expofe to fight. If 
Aelud'goodt^eth^'ihe.advifedr her to be ab 
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vaysa-laughing, though it were at a vifit of 
condolence; if (lie had fine hands, (lie taught 
her to be always playing with them ; if fair 
hair, to have fom^ loofic locks peeping out un*> 
der the veil ; if good eyes, to be continually 
t>gling ; and if fparkling fmall ones^ to (hut and 
then open them wide, and be fure to look up. 
As for wa(hes, and other cofmetics for the (kin, 
(lie would make an. Ethiopian as fair of com* 
plexion as a Dane ; fo that many women came 
<to her, and went home fo altered, that their 
own hu(bands did not know them; but her 
greateft art conHfted in putting off reputed vir- 
gins, and patching up cracked maidenheads. 
All this I faw performed by the time I had 
been but eight days in the houfe ; and to com- 
plete all, (he direded the women how to pick 
pockets, and taught them what pretty expref* 
(ions they (hould ufe. She (howed them how 
they ihould wheedle a jewel out of a mair; 
young girls were to do it by way of wit and 
jell^ ripe maids as a due, and old women as a 
piece of refped and honour. She put them In 
the way how to beg dry money, and how to 
draw rings and other trinkets. Upon occa(ion, 
file quoted fome famous ones of her own pro- 
fefiion at Alcala, at Burgos, and in other parts 
of Spain where any had gained renown in this 
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art of cuUying. I have given this account of 

her that I may be pitied, confidering into what 

hands I was fallen ; and the words fhe faid to 

xne may hz the more taken notice of: She was 

always very fond of proverbs, and began her 

fpeech after this manner : ^* A drop of water 

*' continually falling on a flone makes a hole 

" in time ; as you fow, fo will you reap ; if you 

*^ walk barefoot among thorns, you niuft exped 

•* to be fcratchcd. . My child, Don Philip, to 

** deal plainly, I do not underftand you, nor can 

•* I conceive how you live. You are young, and 

•V it is no wonder you (hould be fomewhat wild, 

•* without confidering, that even whilft wc flccp, 

** we are travelling to our .end. I, who have 

•* now one foot in the grave, have the privilege 

** to tell you fo much. It is very odd I fliould 

.** be told that you fpent much money, and no- 

<« body knows how ; and that. you have, iince 

•<* you came to town, fometimes appeared like a 

^^ fcholar, fometimes a iharper, and fometimes 

':^Mike a gentleman. All this comes of keeping 

r*^ company; for, my child, tell me where you 

r.f^ herd, and rU. tell ydu what you are; and 

:V. birds of a feather flock together; and many a 

-:^* good bit is loft between the lip add the difli. 

; V.Go ydu fool, if you had a hankering, after wp- 

/f;meO| did not you know that I bad. always a 

4 • • '. ': 
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** good flock of that commodity hy me, and 
*! that I live by that trade. I breed them up 
«« to hand, and fit them for that budnefsy and 
** then I have them ready at* my beck. What 
^ occafion have you to be drawn away by one 
*^ fcoundrel to-day, and by another rafcal to* 
^ morrow ; picking up a dirty drab here, and 
** a pickell'd jade there, who fleece you to keep 
** another. I vow and fwear you had faved ma« 
" ny a crown if you had applied yourfelf to me, 
" for I am not ovcrfond of money. By my fa- 
•* ther's foul, and as I hope for mercy, I would 
•* not have alked you now for what is due for 
'* lodging, but that I want it for fome private 
^' ufes, and to make a little ointment/' She 
had her pots of ointment, though (he was nei* 
ther furgcon or apothecary, and if any body 
greafcd her flie anointed herfclf and flew out 
with the fmokc. Perceiving that all her dif- 
courfe and long fpecch ended in a dun ; for 
though that was her text, flie did not begin 
with it as others do, but made it her conclu* 
fion ; when I found that I was not at all to feek 
for the occaflon of her loving vifit, which was 
the firft flie made me whilll I lodged in her 
houfe, excepting only one day, when (lie came 
to anfwer for herfelf, becaufe flie heard I had 
been told fome ftory about her witchcraft, and 
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that when the officers came to feize her, ihe 
bad cad fuch a mift before their eyes, that they 
could neither find the houfe nor the (Ireet. She 
came then to tell me it was all a miftake, for 
they meant another of her name ; and no won« 
der, for there were more of the name and pro« 
feffion. J paid her down the money, and as I 
was telling it out, ill fortune, which always at« 
tends me, and the devil, who never forgets to 
plague me, fo ordered it, that the officers came 
to feize her for a fcandalous liver, and had in* 
formation that her gallant was in the houfe. 
They came dircflly into my room, and feeing 
me in bed, and her by me, they laid hold of us 
both, gave me half a fcore good bangs, and 
dragged me put of bed. Two others held her 
fad, falucing her with the titles of bawd and 
witch. Who would have thought it of a wo- 
man that lived as I have faid. The noife the 
•conflables made, and my cries, gave the alarm 
.to the gallant, who was a fruiterer, and lay in 
the next room within, he fet arunning, they ob« 
ferving it, and being informed by another lod« 
:ger in the houfe that I was not the man, fcour- 
•<ed after, and laid hold of him, leaving me well 
beaten and my hair torn off; yet for all I had 
'endured, I could not forbear laughing to bear 
Jbow the dogs complimented the old womas* 
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One cried, " How gracefully you will look in a 
** cart, mother ; by my troth it will be a great 
'< fatisfadion to me to fee a thoufand or two of 
•• rotten oranges and jturnip tops fly aftcfiryou.** 
Another faid, ** There is care taken that you 
** fliall make a good fhow and be well attend- 
** ed." At lad they catched her bully, bound 
them both, begged my pardon, andieft ine to 
myfelf. 

It was fome comfort to me to fee my good 
landlady in the way to preferment, fo that all 
my care was to be in a readincfs that I might 
throw one rotten orange at her ; though con* 
fidering what a maid of hers, who was left be^ 
hind, told me, I much doubted whether ever 
they could fecure her in prifon, for (he . talked 
of flying, and fome other matters I did not at 
all like. I lay eight days in the houfe under 
the furgeon*s hands, and was fcarce able to go 
abroad at the end of them, for they were fain 
to flitch up my face, and I could not go with- 
out crutches; By this time my money was 
fpent, for the hundred royals all went in lodger 
ing, diet, and cure ; fo that to avoid further 
expences, when my treafure was gone, I refoU 
ved to go abroad upon crutches, and fell niy' 
linen and clothes, which were very good. I 
did fo,' and with part of the money, bought an 

Vol. II. . E 
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old leather jerkin, a canvafs waillcoat» a patcl 
ed beggar's great coat down to my ancles^ gt 
xnalhes on my legs, and great clouted flioes, tli 
hood of the great coat on my head, a larg 
brafs crucifix about my neck, and a pair c 
beads in my hand. A mumper, who was 
mailer at his trade, taught me the doleful ton 
and proper phrafes for begging, fo I began iw 
mediately to pra£life it about the ftreets. Sixt 
royals I had left I fewed up in my doublet, an 
fo fet up for a beggar, much confiding in m 
cant. I went about the (treets •for a who! 
week, howling in a difmal tone, and repeatin 
my leflbn after this manner : ** Merciful Chri 
** ilians of the Lord, take pity on a poor diftrej 
** fed, miferable, wounded, and maimed crea 
** ture, that has no comfort of his life/* Thi 
was my working*day note, but on Sundays an 
holidays I altered my voice, and faid, '* Gooi 
*^ charitable people, for Chrift Jefus's fake, giv 
^'one farthing or a halfpenny to the poor crip 
•• pie,- whom the Lord has vifited." Then 
itood a little, which does good fervice, and wen 
on again* '' See my poor limbs were blafted 
^Vunbappy wretch that I am, as I was workinj 
V in a vineyard ; I loH the ufe of all my preci 
^ ous limbs ; for I was as ftrong and as foun( 
;[^ as any of you ace, the Lord^be for ever prai 
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^ fed, and prcfcrvc your health and limbs/* 
Thus the farthings came dropping in by (hoals : 
I got abundance of money, and was in a v^ay 
of getting much more, had I not been thwarted 
by an ill-looked ludy young fellow, lame of 
both arms, and with but one leg, who plied my 
very walks in a wheelbarrow, and picked up 
more pence than I did, though he begged not 
half fo genteelly ; for he had a hoarfe voice, 
which ended in a fqueak, and faid, ** Faithful 
" fervants of Jefu Chrift, behold how the Lord 
^*.hath aQlided me for my fins; give one flir- 
" thing to the poor, God will reward you," and 
then he added, •* for the fweet Jefu's fake/' 
This brought him a mighty revenue, and I ob* 
ferved it, and for the future I cut oflfthe x, and 
faid only Jefu. becaufc I perceived it took with 
the fimple people. In fliort, I altered my phrafcs 
ts occafion ferved, and there was no end of my 
gettings. I had both my legs bound up in a 
' leather bag, and lay in a furgeon^s porch, with 
a beggar that plied at the comer of a llreet, one 
of the erranteft knaves that ever God put life 
into, very rich, was as it were our fuperior, and 

r • * 

earned as much as all of us. ^[Ie was broken 
bellied, and it hung out in a bunch ; befides, 
he bound his arm hard with z rope above the 
ihouldefi which made bis hand look al if ie 

£2 
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ivere lame, fwelledi. and had an inflammation 
He lay flat on his back, with all the ruptun 
naked, U'liich was as big as his head, and cried 
V Behold my mifery, fee how the Lord chaftife 
'* his fervants/' If a woman happened to paf 
by, ** Sweet beautiful lady, the Lord blefs you 
*^ dear foul." Moft of them would give him ar 
alms for calling them handfome, and woulc 
make that their way to their vifits, though ne< 
yer fo much about. If any ragged foldier came 
by, he called him ** Noble Captain j'* if anj 
other fort of man, " Good worthy gentleman ;" 
if he faw any body in a coach, ** Right Honour- 
*' able Lord f and if a clergyman on a mule, 
'* Moft Reverend Archdeacon/* In fliqrt, he 
was a moft intolerable flatterer, and had parti- 
cular ways of begging for holidays. I con- 
traded fuch intimacy with him, that he ac« 
quainted me witii a fecret, which in a few days 
made us rich ; and was, that he kept three little 
boys, who begged about the ftreets, ftole every 
thing that came in their way, brought to him, 
and he was the receiver ; beiides, he had two 
fmall children that learned to pick pockets, and 
he went hal^ves with them.'' Being fo well in- 
ftruded by fuch:an 4ble,mafter,:I took to' the 
iatne.courfes, find. his provided me with fit. ;in«; 
foomcQtsfor.m^^ 
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time I had got above fort/ crowns clear, bcrides 

all extravagant expences, and at lafti defigninf^ 

that we fliould go away together, he difclofecl 

to me the greateft fecret and cunningeft defigii 

that ever beggar had in his head, which we botlx 

joined in ; and was, that between us we everjr 

day ftolc four or five children, which bein^ 

cried/ we prefently appeared, inquired what 

marks they had to be known by, and faid^ 

'* Good God, Sir, I found this, child at fuch a 

'* time, and had I not come as I did, a cart had 

** run over it, but I have taken care of it." 

They readily paid us the reward, and it throve 

fo well, that I got above fifty crowns more, and 

by this time my legs were well, though I ftill 

wore them wrapped in clouts. I refolved to 

leave Madrid and go away to Toledo^ where I 

knew nobody, nor nobody knew me» Having 

fet this refolution, I bought an* old fuit of gray 

clothes, a fword and bands, took leave of Val- 

cazar, the beggar I laft mentioned, and went 

about the inns to find fome conveniency to go 
to JL oleoOk '*•«'• .' I .'-f c J '^, ■ ■ '< ' . f . . i '- . . . . 
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CHAP. IX. 



t I 



Sow I turned Player, Poet, and Gallant. The Misfortune 
that enfued^ till I quitted the Employment* 

A r an inn I met with a company of ilroUing 

play erS| who were going to Toledo, and had 

three carts. It pleafed God that among the 

gang I found one who had been my companior 

at Alcala, left the fchool, and was turned adlor 

I told him what a mind I had to go to Toledo 

and he had much ado to know me, the fear a< 

crofs my face had fo altered me, and he couk 

pot forbear bleffing hhnfclf, (landing in admira< 

tion. In conclofion for a fmall fpill of money 

he was fo much my friend as to prevail with th< 

reft t(^let me go with them. We were •all hig^ 

gledy-piggledy, men and women together, and 1 

was mightily taken with one of the cr^w, whc 

was the chief dancer, and a€ted the queen^s am 

other great parts in plays, for (he was a notabh 

jilt. Her hu(band happened to (k next to me 

and not thinking to whom I fpoke, but follow* 

ing my lewd inclination of enjoying her, I a(k 

ed him, ** How could a man do to have a little 

.' ^ tulk with this woman, that I might fpend 

* *< twenty crowns upon her, for I have a greai 

* ^ liking to her ? It does not become me to an 
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*' fwer your queftion, as I am her hulband/' re* 
plied the man, ** nor is it fit 1 (hould talk of 
" any fuch thing ; but to deal ingenuoufly, for 
*' I am nothing partial, fhe deferves to have any 
** money fpent upon her, for there is not a more 
^ dainty bit of flefli upon the earth, nor fuch a 
«• pretty wanton girl." This faid, he leaped out 
of the cart, and got into another, in all likeli« 
hood that I might have an opportunity of mak- 
ing my uddreffes to her. I was pleafed with the 
man's anfwer, and perceived it may be faid of 
fuch men, that they bad wives as if they had 
none, perverting theexprclfion to the worftfenfe. 
I laid hold of the opportunity ; (he afked me 
whether I was going, and fome queftions con* 
cerning my life and circumflances? and in con- 
clufion, after much talk, referred it to Toledo 

m 

to a£l there. 

^ We diverted ourfelvcs by the way the beft 
we could, and I happened to a£t a piece of a 
play that I had borne a part in when I was a 
boy, which I did fo well, that they took a lik* 
ing to me, and being informed by my friend, 
who was in the company of all my misfortunes 
and liard circumftances, which I had made him 
acquainted with, ihe aiked me. Whether I would 
make one aokong them ? They fo highly ex- 
tolled their drolling courfe of life, and I was 

E 4 
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then in fuch want of fome fupport, and fo fond 
of the wench, that I agreed with the head of 
them for two years. Writings were iigned be- 
tween us to oblige me to flay with tbeni, fo 
they gave me my allowance and allotted my 
parts, and thus we came to Toledo. They gave 
ine two or three prologues to get by heart, and 
fome. other grave parts, which fuited well with 
my voice. I applied myfelf to it, and fpoke the 
firfl prologue in the town, where we had a fimile 
of a lliip in diilrefs, and wanting provifions, 
which put into that port ; I called them noble 
audience, begging their attentions, pardon for 
all faults, and fo went off. There was great clap- 
ping of hands, and I was liked on the flage. We 
aded a play, written by one of our adlors, and 
I admired how they fhould come to be poets, for 
I thought it belonged only to very learned and 
ingenious men, and not to perfons fo extremely 
ignorant. But it is now come to fuch a pafs, 
that every head of them writes plays, and every 
a£tor makes drolls and farces ; though formerly 
I remember no plays would go down but what 
were written by the greateft wits in Spain. In 
ihort, the play was adted the firfl day, and no 
foul could make any thing of it. The fecond 
day we began it a^jain, and as God would have 
it, there was fome warlike exploit to begin with; 
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and I catne upon the ftage in armour, and wi^Ii 
a target on my arm, which was^a great mercjr^ 
or elfe I had infiillibly been pelted to death witb' 
oranges, quinces, and all things that came ntjct 
to hand. Sucha ftorm of haQ was never feen^ 
and the play deferved it, for it reprefented' ft 
king of Normandy in a hermit's habit, without 
any fen£b or reafon, had two fcoundrel fbotmexx 
to make fport, and when they came to unravel 
the plot, there was nothing but marrying of all 
the company, and there was an end ; fo, that 
to fay the truth, we had but what we deferved. 
We all fell foul of our companion, the pretend^ 
ed poet, and I bidding him confider what a 
danger we had efcaped and take warning by it ; 
be anfwered, he had not made one word of the 
play, but only picked up bits and fcraps, fome 
from one, and fome from another, as they came 
in his way, which he had jumbled together, \\ki 
a beggar's cloak made of all forts of rags ; and 
the ill luck was, that it had not been neatly 
fine drawed. He owned, that all the players 
who wrote plays, were obliged to make reditu- 
tion, becaufe they only flole from all the part$ 
' they adted, which was eafily done, and they 
were willing to run all hazards in hopes of get- . 
ting ten or twenty crowns. Befides, that going 
about all th; country, and being Ihowed plays 
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\fy fe vera! perfons, they borrowed them to read, 
and then dole thenii which, when they had done, 
they only added fome fcurvy part and left out 
another better, aod fo they called it their own; 
protefting that no player ever knew how to 
write; a fcenc any other way. '• ' 

I liked the contrivance, and took a great fancy 
to try it myfelf, as having fome fmall genius for 
pottvy, and being fomewhat verfed in poets, for 
I had read Garcilaflb, and others, and fo I re^ 
folved to fall into that knack ; fo that with this, 
and my adlrefs, and myown playing, I made a 
fhift to live. By thattinae we had been a month 
9t Toledo, aAing feveVal new plays, and endea- 
vouring to retrieve our firft fault, I was grown 
famous, and had given out, that my name was 
Alonfo, to which the generality added the title 
of the Cruel, becaufe I had aAed a part of that 
nature, to the great liking of the mob and upper 
galleries. I had now got feveral new fuits of 
clothes, and fome heads of other firoUers endea« 
youred to inveigle me away from my company; 
lut I pretended to criticife upon plays, and rail- 
ed at the mod celebrated adors, finding fault 
with one man^s geftures, ccnfuring another's 
gravity, and allowing another, to be a tolerable 
t^oir. J My advice wa^ always, taken in. con« 

* tiiy^Qif tbe fccne?^ W adcuroiog th« ft»g« i «nd 
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if any play came to be oflferedv it was left to me 
to examine. Being encouraged by this applaufq 
I launched out as a poet in a fong, and then 
wrote a fmall farce, which was well approved of, 
Next I ventured at a play, and that it might 
gain refpe£t, made it all of devotion, and full 
of the BleflTed Virgin. It began with mufic, 
had fine ihows of fouls departed, and devils ap- 
pearing, as was the fafhion then, with old gib« 
berifh when they appeared, and ftrange (hrieks 
when they vaniihed. The mob was mightily 
pleafed with my rhyming to Satan, and my long 
difcourfes about his falling, or not falling from 
heaven. In fhort the play was afled, and well 
liked. ' I had more bufinefs than I could turn 
my hands to, for all ibrts of lovers flocked to 
me, fome would have fongs on their miftrefs's 
eyes, others on their foreheads, others on their • 
white hands, and others on their golden locks. 
There were fet rates of all forts ; but I fold 
cheap to draw the more cuftom, becaufe there 
were other ihops befides mine. As for godly 
ballads, I fupplied all the country clerks and 
runners of monafteries, and the blind men were 
my beft friends, for they never allowed Icfs 
than eighty royals, and I always took care 
they ihould be bombaftic, and (luffed with 
cramp words, which neither they nor I under*^ 

£6 
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.ftood. I brought up many new fafliions in 
vcrfe, as tailorjs do in clothes, and was the firft 
that concluded my fongs like fermons, praying 
for grace in this world, and glory in the next. 

Thus was I happy as I could wifli, my pockets 
full of money, highly in vogue, and in fuch a 
profperous condition, that I aimed at being 
chief of a company of ftroUers. My houfc was 
handfomely furnifbed, for the devil put into 
iny head to buy the old mouldy tapeftry of 
taverns to hang my rooms at a cheap rate, all 
which coft me about five or fix crowns ; for 
* they afforded a better profped than any the 
king has, for being fo ragged you might fee 
through any part of them, which you. cannot 
do through any of his. The oddefl thing hap* 
pened to me one day that ever was heard of, 
which I will not fpare to make known, though 
it be to my fliame. When I was writing a play, 
I ufed to fhut myfelf up at home in the garret, 
where I kept clofe and dined. The maid ufed 
to bring up my dinner and leave it there ; and 
it was my way to ad all I wrote, and talk a- 
loud, as if I had been upon the (lage. As the 
devil would have it, when the maid was co« 
ming up the flairs^ which were dark and up- 
right, with the dilh of meat and plates in her 
handi L was compofing a fcene of iiunting a 
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bear, and being wholly intent upon mjr play, 
cried out as loud as I could* 

FIy» fly the bloody bear ; take heed, I (ay* 
Alas, I'm killed, and you'll become its prey. 

The poor wench, who was a filly GaliciaHp hear- 
ing me roar that I was killed, and (he in danger 
to become a prey to the bear, thought it had 
been jeal matter of faA, and that I called to 
her to fave herfelf. Upon this conceit Ihe took 
to her heels, and treading on her coats in the 
confufion, tumbled down all the (lairs. The 
foup was fpilt, the earthen pots broken, and fhe 
run out roaring into the ilreet, ^' that a bear was 
" killing a man." I could not be fo nimble, 
, but that all the neighbours were about me, a(k- 
ing where the bear was ? and I could fcarce 
make them believe me, though I told them it 
was the maid's foolifh miilake, for I was only 
afting a part of a play. I loft my dinner that 
day; my companions were told of it, and all the 
town made fport with it. Many fuch accidents 
befel me whilft I followed the trade of poetizing, 
and would not forfake that wicked courfe of 
life. 

. It happened, as frequently does to that fort 
pf people, that the chief of our company be- 
ing known to have got confiderably at Toledo, 
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.was arrefted for fome old debts, aod thtown intb 
gaol, which broke up our gang, and every one 
went a feveral way« As for my part, though 
my comrades would' have introduced me into 
other companies, having no great inclination 
to that calling, for I had followed it out of mere 
neceility j I thought of nothing but taking my 
pleafure, being then well drelTed, and in no 
want of money. I took my leave of them all, 
they went their ways; and I, who had propofed 
to quit an ill courfe of life, by defifting from 
being a ftroller, to mend the matter, dropped 
out of the fryingpan into the fire, for I fell into 
much worfe, making it my whole budnefs to 
gallant grates, and aim at impoflibilities by 
courting of nuns. The encouragement 1 had 
to commit this madncfsi was, that I undcrftood 
there was a mod charming nun, at whofe re« 
queft I had wrote abundance of little devout 
paftorals ; and flie had taken fome liking to me 
on that account, and feeing me a£t Saint John 
the Evangelift in a holiday fpiritual fort of play. 
The good lady made very much of me, and had 
told me, there was nothing troubled her fo much 
as my being a player; for I had pretended to 
her, that I was the foh'of i gentleman of qua- 
lity, and therefore (he pitied me^ and ' I at laft 
rtfolve4 to fend heiT the following lines; 
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v/* I HAyx quitted the company of players, ra« 
*. ther to comply with your deCres, than becaufe 
^ it was otherwife convenient for me fo to do 1 
^ but to me all the company in the worldt with« 
** out yours, is folitude, I iliall now have the 
Vmore opportunity of being yours, as being ob- 
f* folutely my own maften Let me know when 
^^ there will be admittance to the. grate, and 
^ that will inform me when I may be. happ/^ 

* • * 

, . ' .... 

. The runner carried the note, the good nun 

was wonderfully pleafed to hear of my change 

of life, and anfwered me as follows : 

, ** I rather expedt to be congratulated, than 
^ to congratulate you on your good fortune ; 
^ for my wilhcs and your profperity arc infe« 
**.parabte. You may be looked upon as reco- 
^ vered out of a defpcrate eftate ; it only re- 
^ mains, that you perfevere, as I ihall do, I 
^ quclUon whether there will be any liberty at 
^ the ^rate to day ; but 4o not fail to come at 
^ even-fong, .for there at leal); we ihall fee one 
^, another, and perhaps I may find means to put 
V.fomc. trick upon the lady abbcfs/' \ 
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I liked the note, for the woman was really 
witty, and very handfome. After dinner I put 
on the bed fuit I ufed to aft the gallant in on 
the ftage, went to church, pretended to prayj 
and then began to examine every inch of the 
grate and veil before the choir, to fee if I could 
difcover her. At length it pleafed God I had 
the good fortune, or rather the devil contrived 
me the ill luck, that I heard the old fign, I be* 
gan to cough, (he anfwered, that there was a 
hellilh imitation of a cold, or as if the church 
had been full of lily of the valley. I was quite 
weary of coughing, when a tiflical old woman 
appeared at the grate, and I difcovered my mif* 
take ; for this is a very uncertain fign in a mo« 
naftery, becaufe as it fervcs for a fign among 
young ones, it is habitual with old ones, an^ 
when a man thinks it a call to catch a nightin-' 
gale, he finds nothing but an owl. I flayed a 
long time in the church, till even-fong began, 
which I heard out, for the admirers of nuns 
have this madnefs, befides all the reft, that they 
muft play the hypocrite, and pray againft their 
will; befides, that they never go beyond the 
eve, being ever in expeftation, but the day of 
enjoyment never comes.' I never failed being 
at even-fong, and ftretched out my neck a hand* 
fUl longer than it was » to endeavour to fee into 
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the choir. The clerks were my conftant com* 
panxons, and I was well received by the pried, 
who was a pleafant man, and walked as ftifF 
and upright as if a fpit had been run through 
bim. I went by times to take my place in a 
court the nuns windows looked into, it was co* 
mical to fee the firange poftures of others, as 
mad pretenders as myfelf. One gazed without 
ever fo much as winking j another flood with 
one hand on his fword, and his beads on the 
other, like a ftatue upon a tomb ; another with 
bis arms ftretched out as if he were flying; fome 
gaping, as if they would have had their hearts 
fly out at their mouths; fome leaning againft the 
walls, as if they had been to fupport them ; 
fome walking as if to be bought for their pacing, 
like horfes ; and others with billet douxs in their 
bands, like fajconers, bringing the hawk to the 
lure. The jealous lovers were fome laughing' . 
in rings,' and looking up, others reading verfes 
and fhowing them. All this was below where 
we were, but above the place for the nuns. Was 
a little old tower, all full of cracks, chinks, and 
peeping holes, where appeared nothing but a 
confufion, here a hand, there a foot, in another 
place a head, in another a handkerchief, a glove, 
or the like ; fome walked, others coughed, and 
fo every one bad her particular way. In fum« 
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mer it is pleafant enough to fee the men parch 
themfelves in the fun, whilft the women are liu 
tie concerned at their fuiferings. In winter fome 
of us (lay fo long in the wet till we are mouldy, 
and the mofs grows upon us ; neither fnow nor 
rain can drive us away ; and all this is only to 
fee a woman through a grate and a glafs, like 
fome holy relic, or curious piece of workman* 
iliip, for that is all we can ever expedt. It is 
juft like falling in love with a blackbird in a 
cage, if ever ihe talks ; or with a fine pidturei 
if ihe docs not. The grcatell favour ever to be 
attained, is to touch the ends of the fingers^ 
They lean their heads agaihd the double grates, 
and (hoot volleys of fine conceits through thofe 
loopholes. This is perfedl love at hide and feek, 
and yet for this we iludy to talk fine and whif« 
per, muft endure every old woman that chidesy 
€very doorkeeper that commands, and every 
one at the wheel that gives what anfwer (he 
pleafes. ' • ' i 

I had followed this curfed employment fo 
long, that I was well looked upon by thclady 
abbels, civilly treated by the good prieft, and a 
fandiliar with the clerk, for we hide our folly 
from them, and this is all the happinefs.fuch 
madmen can afpire to. I began to be weary of 
the doQrkeeper^8*l!nming nM'atiray,:and of the 
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DUDS begging, and confidered how dear I en^ 
deavoured to purchafe a place in hell, which 
others have at fo.eafy a*rate, and that leren 
anticipated to take (hare of it in this world \>y 
fuch extravagant means. It was plain that I 
rode pofl to perdition, and threw away my (oiil 
only for a few looks. When I talked to her, 
for fear of being overheard by the re(l« 1 ufed 
to thruft my head fo clofe to the grate, that the 
print of it would not come out in two days, 
and at the fame time fpoke fo low, that (he could 
not undcrftund one word without a trumpet at' 
her ean Every body that faw me, cried, ** A 
^* curfe on thee, thou wicked nun- hunting dog;" 
befides many other worfe compliments. All 
thefe things brought me to my fenfes, and I re- 
folved to quit my nun, and to this purpofe got 
off her the value of fifty crown» of her work, in 
£lk (lockings, rich purfes, and fweatmeats, pre- 
tending to have them raffled for; but as foon at 
I bad them in pofleffion, I fet out for Seville, to 
try my fortune there, as the greater city. • The 
lea^r may guefsihow much the nun was con^ 
kerned,} not for tmCi; but what I cheated her of; 
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■.•■■♦ 

CHAP. X. 

t 

What liappcned to me at Seville» till I took Shipping for 

the Weft Indies. 

I HAD a good journey from Toledo to Seville, 
for I was iharp at play, had loaded dice, both 
high and low, and could palm a dice, hold four, 
and throw out three ; befides, I had falfe cards, 
and knew how to pack any, and turn up what 
I pleafed, and abundance of other fine arts and 
Heights of hand, which I pafs by as tedious, and 
for fear they might rather ferve to teach others 
evil pra£Hces, than for warnings of what they 
are to fhun ; but perhaps fome few words of 
advice may be of ufe to fuch as are not (killed 
ia thofe pradices ; and they who read my book^ 
if they are cheated, may thank themfelves. Ne« 
ver think yourfelf fafe becaufe you find the 
cards, for they will change them upon you 
whiUl a candle is fnuffing. Take care they* 
make no fcratches or other impreflions on the 
cards ; and if my reader is a poor fcoundreli he 
mud obferve, that, among that gang of rake« 
hells, they prick the cards they would know 
with a pin, or fold them to lea^e a creafe. If 
you happen to play among a better fort of 
people, take heed of cards which are orif^nally 
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falfified, and have private marks on the pafte- 
board. Never truft to a clean card, nor think 
yourfelf fafe with a foul one, for the cheat is 
equal in both. Take heed the dealer never 
bows any cards more than others^ which is a 
certain way to pick your pocket ; and pbferve 
that no motions be made with the fingers, or 
no hints given by the firfl letters of words. I 
will not let you farther into this fecret, this is 
enough to make you always fland upon your 
guard; for you may be aflured I do not tell, 
the hundredth part of the cheats. 

Being mafter of thefe arts, I got to Seville, at 
my fellow traveller's expence, winning all the 
hire of the mules, niy other charges, and money 
to boot, of them, and my landlords at the inns. 
I alighted at that they call the Moor's Inn, 
where I was found out by one of my fchool« 
(allows at Alcala^ whofe name was Mata, but 
he thinking it did not make noife enough,; had 
changed it to Matorral. He dealt in men^s 
lives, and fold cuts and flaQies, which throve 
well with him; he carried the iign of his trade 
on his face, where be had received his (hire.* 
He always made his bargain to a nicety for 
length and deipth, when he was to beftow.any, 
andiaid,. !' No man is fo. abfolute. a maftei^, as 
::he whO:ha$ been well hac^^d «n4 hewed him? 
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«* himfclf '/^ And he was in the right, for his 
face was all over feams, and he was a downright 
drunken bully« He told me, I mud go fup 
with him and his comrades, and they would 
bring me back to the inn. I went with him^ 
and when we were in his lodging, he faid,- 
•* Come, fpark, lay by your cloak and look like 
^ a man, for this night you ihall fee all the 
•* brave fellows in Seville; and that they may 
^ not look upon you as a cully, tumble your 
'^ band, thruft out your back, and let your cloak 
'* hang loofe, as if it were dropping oflT, for we 
^ hate to fee any man's cloak fet fad upon his 
^ back. Wind about your chops, and make 
^ faces with both fides of your mouth, then talk 
** big, fwear, and be very rude.** I learned his 
leflon, and he lent me a dagger, broad enough 
to have been a fimitar, and for length it want« 
ed nothing of a fword but the name.' ^ Now 
'i drink off this quart of wine,'' faid he, '^ for 
^* without you blunder, you will not look like a 
•* true bully." We had gone fo far in my in* 
ilruAions, and I was half feas over with what I 
bad drank, when in came four of the gang, with 
four vizards infieadof faces, bound about the 
middle like ciionkeys, with theiif cloaks ihftead 
of rop^,^ their- hats (landing a ^tiptoe on their 
beads, ^add* locked up, ' as if the briais were 
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nailed to the crowns; a whole fnuth*8 fiiop 
about their fwords and daggers, and the pointa 
of them beating againft their right heels. Their 
eyes ftared. their whiflcen turned up« and their 
beards like brulhes. They made their compli- 
ment with their mouths, and then, in a hoarfe 
tone, and clipping their words, faluted my 
companion, who returned in like manner. They 
fat down, and fpoke not one word to a(k who I 
was, but one of them looking at Matorral, and 
opening his mouth, thruft out his under lip, by 
way of pointing at me. My introdudlor an« 
fvvered in the fame language, laying hold of his 
beard, and looking down ; after which they all 
got up, embraced, and exprefled a great deal of 
kindnefs for me. I returned the fame compli- 
ments, which were like fmelling to fo many 
hogflieads of wine. When it was fupper-time, 
in came a parcel of (Irapping fcoundrels to wait 
at table, whom the topping bullies call under* 
fpurleathers. We all fat down together at 
table, and the firft thing they ferved up was a 
difli of pickles, which as foon as they had tailed, 
they all fell to drinking to my honour, by way 
of welcome ; and till I faw them drink to it, I 
mud confefs I never knew I had any. Next 
came fifli and fleih, all of it high feafoned to 
promote drinking. » There was a great bowl full 
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of wine, like a half tub, on the ground, and he 
that was to pledge, lay all along to drink by 
wholefale. I was taken with the contrivance, 
but by that time a few healths had gone about ;^ 
we none of us knew one another. They fell to 
talk of warlike affairs, oaths flew as thick as 
hail, a matter of twenty or thirty perfons were 
cut out for deftrudion ; amidfl their cups the 
mayor of the city was adjudged to be cut in 
pieces ; then they reaped up the heroic aflions 
of feveral famous cut-throats and murderers, 
and drank to the fouls of fome that were hanged. 
Some that were maudlin wept bitterly, calling 
to mind the untimely end of Alonzo Alvarez^ 
one oi their brethren, whofe body was expofed 
on a gibbet for the crows to feaft on. By this 
time my companion's brains were turned topfy- 
turvy, and laying hold of a loaf, and looking 
earneftly on the candle, he faid with a hoarfe 
voice, ** By this, which is the face of God, and 
** by that light which came out of the angel's 
** mouth, if you think fit, gentlemen, we will 
'' this very night maul the ferjeant's man that 
♦• purfued our poor one-eyed friend.*' They all 
fet up a difmal cry, ratifying the propofal made 
by ah oath after this manner : They drew their 
daggers, ~ laid their hands on the edge of the 
bowl, and lying along with their chops to it, 
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faid, " As we drink this wine, fo will we fuck 
*• the blood of every informing catchpolc/' 
" Who was this Alonzo Alvarez/' faid I, " whofe 
•* death is fo much regretted." " He was/' 
anfwered one of them, '* a brave fighting lad, 
^ a man of fpirit, full of mettle, and a good com* 
•* panion. - Let us go, for the devil begins to 
•* be ftrong in me." This faid, we all went out 
a catchpole-hunting. Being quite overcome 
with wine, and all my reafon drowned, I never 
refledted on the danger I was running myfelf 
into. We came to the ftrand, where we met 
the round, which no fooner appeared, but our 
fwords were drawn, and we attacked them. I 
did like the reft, and at the firfl charge we made 
way for the filthy fouls of two catchpoles to 
fly out of t)ieir bodies. The conftable took to 
his heels, and ran up the ftrcet, crying out for 
help. We could not purfue, bccaufe he had 
too much the dart, but took fandluary in the 
cathedral, where we were flieltered againft 
juftice, and flept as much as was requifite to 
difcharge the fumes of the wine we had drank,^ 
When we came to our fenfes, I could not but 
admire, that two catchpoles fhould be killed by, 
ana a conftable fly from, a parcel of merehogf* 
heads of wine, for we were no better at that 
time. We fared well in our fanftuary, for the 
Vol. II.. F 
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termagant whores of the town flocked tPi and 
(pent all they had upon us. A (trapping jade, 
called Grajales, took a fancy to, and clothed 
me from head to foot after her own humour. 
I liked this fort of living better than any I had 
yet tried, dnd therefore refolved to ftick to my 
trufty Grajales till death. I learnt all the cant, 
and in a (hort time was an abfolute mafter 
among the ruffians. The officers of juftice 
took all poflible care to obferve us, and kept 
rounds about the fanduary ; yet for all that we 
took our rambles after midnight in difguife. 
Perceiving this was like to be a tedious bufinefs, 
and that ill fate purfued roe every where, though 
it made me never the wifer to take warning for 
the future, yet it tired me out like a true obfti* 
nate finner ; and therefore, with the advice of 
my doxy Grajales, I refolved to go to th6 Weft 
Indies, taking her along with me to try whether 
I could meet with better fortune in another* 
country ; but it proved worfe, for they never 
mend their condition, who only change placet 
without meinding their life and manners. ^ .. 
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J OVE, in a fplenetic rage rent his very throat, 
and pierced the earth with his bawhng. lie 
fummoned all the gods in hade to affemble be- 
fore him in council. 'The firft that appeared 
was Mars, that celedial Don Quixote, amied 
cap*a-pee, with his fpear advanced, and making 
palTes in the air. Next to him came the platter 
faced deity Bacchus, with a peruke made of 
vine branches, his eyes overflowing, his mouth 
* like a wine prefs, belching out liquor at fecond 
hand, his fpeech (tammcring, his (leps reeling, 
and his brain intoxicated with the juice of the 
grape. On the other fide appeared hobbling Sa* 
turn, gorging himfelf with his own fons. With 
him came dripping Neptune, the eatery god, 
about him hung the fea-weeds like rags, clung 
together with the fpawn of filh, and with the 
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water that ran from him, laying the dud of the 
charcoal raifed by his follower Fluto, a god of 
tho-devils, with his head and face powdered with 
footi perfumed with brimftone and gunpowder, 
and clothed in fuch profound darknefs, that he 
was fcarce difcerniblei though clofe followed by 
the glaring fun, with his braien face and tinfel 
beard. Venus, as (he came, filled the heavens 
with the vaft circumference of her fardingale, 

' hiding the five Zones under her petticoats, her 
face but half licked, and the tour that was to 
cover her bald (kuU hanging all awry for hade. 
After her came the Moon, with her face cut 
into quarters. Pan rudied in with a great noife, 
being followed by two vad herds of Sy Ivans, 
Fawns, and other hairy and cloven footed gods 
of the woods. All heaven fwarmed with Manes, 
Lemures, and oth^r little deities, who all took 
'* ' their chairs, the goddeffcs * fquatting down like 
tailors upon their legs, the whole adembly at« 
tentively fixing their eyes upon Jove.. Man 

' Rattling his armour like th^ harmony of a tink- 
er's kettle, darted up, and looking dern as % 

• bully after a beating, thundered out thefe words : 
'* Open thy mouth with a vengeance^ thou 

,♦• mighty HeAor of this upper region, open thy 

• • • 

* la Spain the women da not fit on cluurs, but on eufluoM 
, upon tiie ground. ■'. u^- ■->.'. • .»;:.;. 
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•* mouth, I fay; for you fccm to be in a dream/* 
Jove accofted in fo rough a diale£l,\vhil(t, thougll 
it was fummer, he held the fparkling thunder- 
bolt, when it had been much properer to havtf 
cooled himfelf with a fan, raifing his voice, an- 
fwcrcd, " Keep your prating tongue betwixt 
•• your teeth, and let us call Mercury." In the 
twinkling of an eye Mercury dropped before 
himy holding his little wand Kke a juggler, his 
heelis flcdged> and his little hat in the fliape of 
amufliroomon his head. Then Jove faid, ** Thou 
^ ubiquitary god, flioot thyfcif Into the world* 
•* and in a trice drag Fortune hither by the ears/* 
In an inftant the fprite of Olympus, clapping 
wings inftead of fpurs to his heels^ vaniflied with 
' fach fwiftnefs, that the fight could not diftin- 
* guilh between his departure and return. Hi$ 
came like Lazarillo leading blind Fortune, who; 
with a ftalf in one hand, felt out her way, and 
in the other held a (Iring, which was a bridle to 
a little dog. She ftood a tiptoe upon a globe; 
in the midft of a wheel bound with threader, 
beads, ribbons, cords, and ropes, all which, as it 
moved, knit themfelves together, and unknit 
again. Behind, as her maid, came Opportunity, 
a broad- faced flat-nofed, bald-pated wench, on- 
ly on the top of her forehead was one fingle 
lock, fcarce big enough to make one good 
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wliifken Thift lock was as ilippery as an eel, 
and played in the air, being moved at the breath 
of every yrord. By her hands it appeared that 
Opportunity lived upon hard labour, and doing 
all the drudgery of Fortune. All the gods ap* 
peared difgulled at the fight of Fortune, and 
fome of them made (igns as if (he had turned 
their ftomachsi when (he, in a fqueaking tone, 
and fpeaking at a venture, faid, ^* My eyes be- 
*^ ing in their fwadling clouts, and my fight in 
** the dark, I cannot difcover who you are that 
** make up this aflembly ; but be you who you 
^' will, my difcourfe is diredled to you all, and 
•• particularly to thee, O Jove, who fpitteft thy 
^Vthunderbolts after the drippings of the clouds; 
^' tell me what whimfey came into thy head to 
*' fend for me, whereas for many ages paft thou 
** haft never fo much as thought on me. Per- 
** haps thou and the reft of thy mob of godlings 
•* have forgot how far the extent of my power 
** is, and that I have toiTed about both thee and 
•• them, no lefs than I do poor mortals." Jove 
fwelling, and looking ftern, replied, " Thou fot, 
" thy extravagancies, thy follies, and thy wick- 
^ ednefs are fo great, that mortals believe, fince 
** we do not curb thee, there are no deities, that 
** heaven lies wafte, and that I am a poor infig- 
." nificant god: They complain, that thou givcft 
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^ villanies thofe rewards which are due to merit; 
<< that virtue is unregarded and vice encoui*agcd j 
** that thou placed thofe in the judgment.feat9, 
<* who ought to be preferred to the gallows; that 
<* thou beftoweft dignities on thofe whofe ears 
** fhould be nailed to the pillory; and that thou 
^ opprelTcft and impoveriflieft thofe thou ought* 
*< eft to raife and enrich/' Fortune looking pale 
with anger, and chafing, faid, ** I am no fool, 
'^ I know what I do, and all my actions arc 
^ guided by prudence : You who call me ra(h 
^ fot, remember you cackled like a goofe to 
^* Leda, that you played the falfe coiner with 
'* Danse, that you bellowed, and a£ted the bull 
^ with Europa, and have been guilty of a thou- 
** fand other roguifh mad pranks, and that all 
*' thofe who attend you, have been only crows 
** and magpies ; none of which fopperies can 
^ be laid to my charge. If perfons of merit 
** are laid afide, and virtuous men pafs unreward* 
*Ved, the fault is not altogether mine; many 
^ defpife what I offer them, and their modefty 
*' is laid at my door as a crime : Others, rather 
>^ than ftretcb out their hands, let flip what I 
*' tender them ; others fnatch it from me with- 
'* out my confent, more men are enriched by 
'* forcing it from me, than by my free^gift« 
'' There are more that fteal what I refufe. than 
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•• that keep what I give them j many receive of 
•• me, that they know not how to preferve, they 
^ lofe it, and pretend I take it from them; many 
«« accufe me for mifplacing gifts on others, which 
*' would be much worfe employed on them- 
** felves : There is no man happy without being 
** envied by many, and no man is miferable with<» 
** out being contemned by all. This maid has 
** always ferved roe, without her I never have 
** done any thing ; her name is Opportunity ; 
^ hear her, and learn of a drudging wench how 
" to judge of things." Then Opportunity let- 
ting her tongue run, for fear of letting herfelf 
flip, faid, ** I am that fort of good natured fe- 
** male, that offer myfelf to all men; many find, 
'* but few enjoy me; I am a female Sampfonefs, 
^ for all my ftrength lies in a\y hair ; he that 
*' can hold fad by my lock, need not fear to be 
*' thrown by my miflrefs : It is I that manage, 
^ I that diftribute her, and when men know 
*^ not how to purfue their own interefls, and 
** make their advantages, they lay all the blame 
^ upon me : Folly and ignorance have furnifli- 
** ed men with thefe hellifh fentences : * Who 
'* would have believed it ? I did not think. I 
^ did not refled on it. I did not know. It is 
^ well enough yet. What matter is it. It is 
"* neither here nor there. To-morrow will do. 
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*v There is time enoygh. I fliall not want. God 
M will provide. All days are not alike. If one 
^ thing fails, another hits, &c.' Thefe follies* 
« make men conceicedi flothful, and carelefs y 
'* thefe are the gaps that I flip out at; thefe are- 
** the rubs that overfct my miftrefs's wheel ; and^ 
•• thefe the gufts that fplit her fail. Then if the- 
** fools let me flip by them, what fault is it in* 
*• me to be gone ? If they lay the rubs in the 
••-way of my miftrefs's wheel, why do they corn-* 
" plain of its jolting? If they know it is a wheel,- 
•• whereof every part is fometimcs up and fome* 
*' times down, and that each part defcendsin 
•• order to rife, and rifcs iit order to fall again^ 
" why do they entangle themfelves in it ? Th^ 
** fun has ftood ftill, the wheel of Fortune never 
•* did. Whofoevrt has thought to fix it, only 
^ gave it a check, that it might whirl again with* 
•* the. greater fury. Its motion, like that of time^ 
^* puts a period to all worldly felicities and cala^ 
•' mities, to all the lives in the world, and by^ 
" degrees to the world itfelf. This, O Jove, i^ 
•' matter of fafl, let who will gainfay it." 

Fortune encouraged at thefe words, and turn*' 
ing on all bands like a weathercock, faid, *' Op^ 

V portunity has difcovered how Cnjuftly I am 
" accufed j however, 1 am rcfolved myfclf to 

V convince theei thou fupreme thunderer, and 
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** all thy company, carouling in nedar and am. 
^ brofia, ndtwithftanding that I always had, now 
'* have, and fliall ever continue to have, as much 
•* power over you, as over the meanefl rabble 
^ in the world. I hope to fee your divinities 
'^ flarving with hunger and cold for want of 
'* victims, and that not fo much as a black pud* 
*^ ding ihall be facrificed to you, but you iliall 
^ only ferve to fill up ballads, and be brought 
** in for rhyme fake in love fongs, for the diver- 
** fion of the mob, and the encouragement of 
** hawkers.!* 

" A curfe light on all thy defigns,** quoth the 
Sun, *^ for fo impudently blafpheming againft 
•* our power. Were.it permitted me, as I am 
'* the Sun, I would fwelter thee with heat, fcorch 
'^ thee with my rays, and make thee run mad 
** with the headach/' " Go dry up the dirt," faid 
Fortune, *' ripen cucumbers, furnifli plagues for 
^ the good phyficians, and aifift thofe that loufe 
•• themfelves at thy light j remember your fon 
** was burnt to death like a heretic, therefore be 
'* filent hereafter, and let thofe fpeak to whom 
••it belongs/* Then Jove, with all his gravity, 
uttered thefe words: *• Fortune, both you, and 
•• that iniipudent wench thy fervant are much 
•• in the right in many things you have faid ; 
•^ however, for the general fatisfadtion of all peo- 
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^ pie, it is irrecoverably decreed, that on the 
^ fame day and hour throughoutthe whole world, 
^ every man be put into thofe circumftances he 
^ juftly deferves. This muft be, therefore ap- 
** point the day and the hour/* Fortune replied, 
^ To what purpofe is it to delay what muft be, 
** let it be to-day, let us know what time of the 
•• day it is." The Sun, who is the ftandard of . 
all clockmakers, anfwered, ** This is the 20th 
•* of June, as to the time of the day, it is three ' 
" quarters and fix minutes after twelve.** " Mind 
' •• then " quoth Fortune, " and as foon as it ftriked 
** four, you fliall fee how affairs go upon earth.*^ 
Then falling to work, ilie began to greafe the 
axletree of her wheel, to fettle the fpokes, re- 
move the nails, and entangle feveral cords, flack« 
ening fome, and {training others, till the Sun 
cried out, and faid, " It is juft four, neither over 
^ nor under, for this very inftant I have brought 
^ the Ibade of the gnomons of all clocks upon 
** the fourth poftmeridian line.** No fooner had 
he uttered thefe words, than Fortune, as if (he 
had been playing on a cymbal, began to un« 
wind her wheel, which whirling about like a 
hurricane, huddled all the world into an un-^ 
paralleled confufion. Fortune gave a mighty 
fqueak, faying, ** Fly wheel, and the devil drive 
*• thee/' 

F6 
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That very xnomenti a phyfician riding along; 
on bis mule^ a fnaiPs gallop in purfuit of diC 
eafes, was furprifed by the wonderful influence 
of that houri which was to give all men their 
due, and on a fudden he found hiinfelf in the 
pofture of a hangman, with his legs acrofs the 
(boulders of his patient, crying, Credo inftead of 
Recipe, as if he had been going to turn him off 
the ladder. 

At a fmall diftance followed, in the fame ftreet, 
a criminal that was whipped, the crier before 
proclaiming his mifdemeanors, the hangman be- 
hind ladling him, he riding upon an afs, and 
naked from the waill upward like a galley fluve. 
This was his poilure at the (Iriking of the clock, 
which was no fooner over, but the horfe the ^ 
alguaxil rid on, threw him, and the afs the cri- 
minal; the horfe took up the criminal, and the 
afs the alguazil ; and thus having changed Na- 
tions, he began to be laflied who before attend- 
ed the execution, and he to attend who before 
was lalhed. The f fcribc alighted to fet all a« 
gain to rights, and taking out bis pen, it grew 

* AlguazS 18 an pSicer in Spain that apprehends criminally 
and attends the execution of juilice. Criminals in Spain^ are 
carried to the gallows, and whipped upon an afs. 
. I The fcribe, in Spanifli, e&rivanO| is a fort of ckrk| al* 
moft tnOcparable from the alguazil. . 
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out into a galley-oar^ and inftead of writing, he 
began to row. 

The fcayengers carts paffing through another 
ilreet at the firil moment of the hour, (lopped 
before an apothecary's fhop, and on a fudden all 
the dirt began to fly out of the cart into the 
fliop, whence the pots and glafles leaped out in- 
to the carts with wonderful noife and confufion. 
But the dirt and the pots meeting, as the one 
went in and other out, it was obfcrved, that the 
dirt very fqueamifhly cried out, ** Keep off/' 
Meanwhile the dudmen were not idle, but 
with their brooms and fliovels fwept together 
and threw up into the carts heaps of painted 
whores, pocky beaux, and powdered fops. 

A certain notorious knave had built a fump- 
tuous houfe, not much inferior to a palace, with 
a (lately porch, and over it a noble coat of arms 
cut in (lone, and an infcription as if he had been 
of fome confiderable family. The owner was 
an errant thief, who, under the fhadow of his 
employ, had dole the whole coft of the fabric. 
He was then in the houfe, and at the door was 
a bill fignifying three apartments were there to . 
be let. The hour came, O good God, who can 
exprcfs fuch a prodigy ? Every ftone, every 
brick in the whole firudure, fell afunder, the 
tilp3 flew, fome to the top of one houfe, and 
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fome to another, the rafters, doors and windows 
hurried into feveral houfes, to the terror of the 
owners, who looked upon this reftitution as the 
efieds of an earthquake, and thought it was the 
end of the* world. The iron bars and grates 
walked about the ftreets feeking whom they be- 
longed to. The arms that ftood over the doors 
polled away to a country gentleman's feat, 
whence this curfed villain pretended himfelf to 
be defcended. The rogue himfelf dripped of 
his fabric, was left alone at the corner of a ftreet, 
with only the bill upon him which had been at 
the door, but fo changed, that whereas before 
the purport of it was, ** This houfe is to be let 
** unfurniihed, inquire within of the landlord :" 
Now it was, '^ This thief is to be let unfurnifh- 
** ed, whofoever will hire him, may come in 
^ without knocking, fince the houfe does not 
••hinder it." 

Oppofite to this man lived a pawnbroker, who 
feeing his neighbour's houfe vanifli, thought to 
fecure himfelf, faying, •• The houfes remove 
••from their landlords, this is a bafe invention/' 
. But though he ufed the utmoft diligence to fe« 
cure himfelf, the hour was come, and on a fud- 
den an tfcritoir, a filver table, and a rich hang* 
bg which he kept in captivity, being pawned 
to him, flew from the wadls with fuch violencei 
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that a piece of the hangings in its way to the 
window, wound itfelf about him, and canied 
him through the air above an hundred paces^ 
where he dropped on the top of a houfe, not 
without fome bruifes. From thence, to his un- 
rpeakable grief, he faw all he had hurried away 
to the right owners. After all the reft came 
out the letters of ^ nobility, upon which he had 
lent a fum of money to the gentlemen they be- 
longed to, for two months, on condition to re- 
ceive five-and twenty per cent, intereft for that 
(hort time. Thefe letters, to his aftoni(hment» 
as they pafled by him, faid, " Thou barbarous 
•* tyrant over pawns, if our mafter, for our fake, 
^* cannot be arrefted for debt, what reafon can 
" you (how, to keep us in prifon ?" This faid, 
they leaped into a cook^s ihop, where the gen* 
tleman that owned them fat with a hungry belly, 
envying every bit be faw another put into his 
mouth. * 

An eternal talker, who lavifhed as many 
words, as would have furniftied half a fcore in« 
tolerable babblers, and whufe tongue feemed to 
be the perpetual motion fo long fought after, 
was bufy in confounding his whole neighbour- 
hood with the overflowing of his clack } when,* 

. ■ ■ .. . * ■ * 

* In Spain gentlemen take out their letters of nobOity, 
winch, whofoever can (how, is free from anrcfti* 

4 
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on a fudden, the hour being come, his tongue 
was tied up, and he ftruggling to run on, only 
fluttered and (lammcred the fame fyllables over, 
without end ; and finding his mouth (lopped, 
his very eyes and ears fcemed to forget their 
. own office, and burfl out into talk. 

Five judges were fitting on the bench upon 
a trial ; one of them, merely out of ill nature, 
was projcfting how he might call both parties. 
Another being a downright Ijinoramus^ and un« 
derftanding nothing of the matter, was refolved 
to give his opinion, as all blockheads do, at a 
venture. The third, a doating old fellow, who 
had flcpt mod part of the trial, giving judgment, 
like Pilate's wife, by dreams, was confidcring 
with whicfa^of his fellows he (liould clofe in opi- 
nion at random. The fourth, who was a learn* 
ed and upright judge, fat like a cypher next to 
the laft, who being corrupted with bribes, drain- 
ed the fenfe of the law, and drew over to his 
party the other three ; but at the very indant 
of giving judgment the hour commenced, and 
inftead of faying, ** The court is of opinion .that 
** fuch a one is caft and condemned,*^ he faid^ 
'V The court does award that we be damned, 
^ and accordingly we are damned.'* /* fie the 
^ fentence fulfilled," faid an unknown voice. 
In g moment their gowns were converted into 
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fnake-ikins, and they falling together by the 
earSi foon flripped one anothers faces, every 
one carrying away his neighbour's beard, to 
ihow that their judgment lay in their fingers 
and not in their heads. 

A matchmaker was bufy intoxicating an ho« 
neft man's brain, who being weary of a quiet 
life and a good eftate, was thinking' to marry » 
He propofed to him a confummate jilt, and fet 
her off in this manner : ** Sir, I will not com* 
*' mend her birth, becaufe, God be praifed, you 
*Vhave quality enough to bellow on her ; as for 
^ riches, you are plentifully provided ; beauty 
*' in a wife is a thing of dangerous confequence ; 
^ as for matter of judgment, it is you that are 
" to govern her, and you do not take her for a 
** counfellor ; ill humours ihe is not troubled 
" with J her years are but few (yet be meant 
'' fhe had but few to live); flie has all the other 
•* good qualities you could wifli." The poor 
man in a pafiion cried out, ** Thou accurfed 
^ devil, what other good qualities can (he have, 
^* fince you own Ilie is neither well born, rich, 
'* beautiful, nor difcreet ; and all you can iay 
^ for her is, that (he is not ill natured." Scarce 
bad he done when the hour began, and th^ cur« 
fed matchmaker, who ads the tailor at w;ed* 
dings, -dealing, lying, cheating, patching, and 
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piecing, found himfelf married to the monfter^ 
he would have vamped upon the other man ; 
and the new couple falling upon one another, 
went off kicking and fcratching, and crying by 
turns, " Who are you ? What fortune did you 
"bring? You are not worthy to wipe my 
" fhoes/' 

A poet having feated himfelf among an af. 
fembly of wits, 'was reading to them a pedantic 
obfcure poem of his own compofing, fo ftuffed 
with Latinifms, fo cramped with fyncopes, fo 
entangled with parenthefis, and fo perplexed 
with fimiles and allufionsy that none of the 
company could find either head or tail to it. 
Upon the turn of the hour he had gone half 
way through his jargon, or confufion of Ian* 
guagesi and all the hearers prefling upon him 
to pick out, if poflTible, fome meaning from that 
chaos of hard words, one of them who held a 
candle in his hand to inform himfelf the better 
by overlooking the paper, put it fo clofe that 
the unfortunate poem took fire. The poet 
damped and tore his hair, feeing all his labour 
condemned to the flames ; but he that had fired 
it pacified him, faying, " Thefe verfes are like 
^ old tarnifhed filver lace, they mud be firfl 
^ burnt, and then perhaps you may feparate the 
^ pure metal from the drois.'* . ^ 
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A topping whore failing out of her lodging 
with a mighty fardingalc, fo large ihe could 
fcarce crowd through her narrow entry, and fil- 
ling both fides of the ftreet with the vaft com- 
pafs of her coats, was overtaken by the firft mi- 
nute of the alUruling hour, and on a fudden be- 
ing fet upon her head, appeared like a bell in- 
verted. Here was difcovered a vaft fardel of 
rags that coropofed a rump-roll, with a piece of 
tapcftry.hanging rolled up to fet out her hips, 
which in the turn loofening, and falling over 
her belly, there appeared at the bottom of it 
an Holofernes's head. The whole ftreet was 
alarmed with the ftiouts of the rabble that be« 
held her. She flirieked, but her voice being 
drowned in the labyrinth of her petticoats fal- 
len about her head, the noife founded as if it 
came out from a deep cavern. She had cer- 
.tainly been ftifled in the crowd, but that 'at the 
fame time a beau ftrutting along the ftreet with 
falfe calves, and three falfe teeth ; and two do- 
tards with their gray hair, and beards coloured 
black; and three old bald-pated fellows that 
wore periwigs j were all furprifed by the influ- 
ence of that hour. The beau feeling his calves 
fink away, thought to cry for help, believing 
his legs would be ftolen ; but at the firft motion 
of his tonguci out drops his teeth. The dotards 
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beards and hair became as gray as a badger, fo 
that they fcarce knew one another ; and the 
bald fellows periwigs flew away with their hats, 
leaving them nothing but the whifkers, 

A certain nobleman had a favourite domeflic 
who devoured his fubftance ; this domedic was 
cheated by his fervant, the fervant by his man, 
the man by his friend, the friend by his wench, 
and the wench was dduded by the devil. Now 
the hour being come, the devil, who feemed to 
be at fuch a diftahce from the lord, feizes upon 
the whore, the whore on her fpark, the fpark 
on the man, the man on the fervant, the fer* 
vant on his mafter, and the mafter on his lord, 
and the devil pofTelfing him, in a helliA rage 
he falls upon his domeftic, the domeftic on his 
fervant, the fervant on his man, the man on his 
friend, the friend on his whore, and flie laid 
about them all i and thus exaggerated by fa* 
ries, they tore one another to pieces. All their 
frauds and villanies were laid open, and the de- 
vil, who had managed the whole contrivance 
without difcovery, fwcpt them away all in a 
duller. 

A rich married woman fat at her dreiTiog* 
table, plaftering up her wrinkled freckly ikin, 
lleeking her weather-beaten forehead, drawing 
eyebrows with a pencil, colouring her decayed 
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cheeks with Spanidi wool, and dyeing her pale 
lips of a lively cherry colour. By her, as an af. 
fiftanC, kneeled a decrepid old governante like a 
ikeleton, drefled up, holding a tour of an extra- 
ordinary magnitude. Next to her flood a young 
chambermaid/ yet a novice at the trade of 
daubing, and in her hands a pair of iron bol*. 
ftered bodice, contrived to reAify two mighty 
ezcrefcences that difcompofed the figure of the 
body. In this poilure fat the lady confounding 
and fliaming her very looking- glafs, when the 
hour commenced, and flie, led by the powerful 
influence thereof, began to lay about her, ap- 
plying the white-wadi to her hair, the black 
lead to her teeth, the red to her eyebrows and 
forehead, clapping the tower on her jaws, and 
lacing on the boUlered bodice the wrong way. 
Thus in a moment flie was converted into a 
fcarecro^y, with a curled beard, and four hunch- 
es more ghaftly and frightful than a hobgoblin. 
The governante thinking (he was diftraded, 
flarted up, and fled with might and main ; th« 
chambermaid fwooned away, as if flie had feen 
the devil ; and the.Iady enraged in that horri- 
ble pofture fcoured after the governante. The 
noife brought the hufband, who feeing his wife» 
thought flie was poflcfled by fome malignant 
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fpirit, and ran with fpeed to call a prieft to ap. 
ply exorcifms to hen 

A fovereign prince refolved to be prefent 
himfelf at a gaol delivery, bein^ informed that 
his officers made the prifoh their market, where 
they bought and fold crioies and criminals at 
all forts of rates and prices, exchanging robbers 
for gold, and rhurderers for ready money • He 
ordered the prifoners to be brought before him, 
and found they had been apprehended for the 
crimes they had committed, but were detained 
through the avarice of their keepers, who com- 
puted what fome had and might have Itolen, 
and what others had or might have of their 
own; fo that their caufe was depending as loog 
as their (lock lafted, and the day it expired was 
the day they were puniihed ; it being plain they 
were apprehended for the ill they had done, 
and executed for what they had not. Amongft 
the reft were two condemned to be hanged the 
next day. One of thefe having compounded 
with his adverfary, was kept as a prifoher at 
large. The other they defigned to hang for 
robbing, after having been three years a prifon* 
fcr, during which time they had devoured all he 
ftole, and all he was worth. Tbus^far had tbii 
prince proceeded when the hour commenced, 
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aDd he turning pale with anger, faid, '< This- 
^ man you defigned to difcharge, becaufe he 
** has compounded with his adverfary, ihall be 
M banged to-morrow ; for the contrary would 
^ be expofing lives to fale, and the price of buy* 
"iogoffan appeal would prove the purchafe 
*^ of blood ; fo that pardons for murder beinjg to 
*♦ be bought, a rate would be fet upon every 
'* man's life, and thus all examples of juftice 
** would ceafe, it being an eafy matter to per- 
M fuade the appellant that a thoufand or five 
^ hundred crowns will do him more good than- 
"the hanging of his enemy. There are two 
** parties concerned in all public offences, viz. 
'* juftice, and the perfon offended ; and it is no 
'* lefs neceifary that the former (hould punifh, 
"than that the latter (hould forgive. This 
" thief, whom after three years imprifonmcnt 
" you intended to hang, (hall be difcharged ; 
"for as it had been juftice to have hanged him 
"three years ago, fo now it would be a barba* 
" reus wrong, becaufe in him you would hang 
" his father, wife, and children, who are inno«" 
** cent, and whofe fubftance, by thefe delays^ 
** you have devoured. I remember a ftory of: 
'* a man, who, enraged that the mice gnawedl 
" his papers, crufts of bread, parings of cheefe, 
''and old fhoes, took in cats to deftroy the' 
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** mice ; but perceiving the cats not only eat 
^ the mice, but ftole his meat out of the pot, 
** and tore it off the fpit, that one day they 
** fpoiled a fowl, and another a whole joint of 
** meat, he killed the cats, and faid, ' The mice 
H for my money/ Do you apply the moral of 
** this fable, fince you, like devouring cats, in* 
*Vitead of cleanfing the ftate from vermine, do 
** catch and eat the thievesi who are little mice, 
*< that pick a pocket, cut a purfe, fnatch a hat, 
** or ileal a cloak j and at the fame time you 
** wade the country, confume ellatcs, and de- 
" ftroy whole families." This faid, he ordered 
all the prifoners to be difcharged, and the offi- 
cers to be apprehended. There was a wonder- 
ful noife and confuflon, thofe lamented who 
before were inexorable ; and the prifoners load- 
ed thpfe with fetters and chains, who bpfore 
had fettered them. 

Several women appeared in the ftreet, fome 
of them afoot ; and though many were well 
ilricken in years, they tripped it along like 
young girls, proud of their little feet and white 
petticoats. Others drefled like Bartholomew 
babies, and fet up on glafs cupboards, or fcdans, 
carried by greafy fellows, the fartbed profpedl of 
the ladies eyes, being the neighbouring haunch- 
es of the foremofti and the next perfume of their 
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nofes, proceeded from his fweaty feet, which 
being free from focks, fent a mod fragrant 
fmell : As gay as young girls, driving to be ta*. 
ken for fuch, concealing their age as they would 
their fhame, and ogling with thofe eyes that 
were ready to fink into their heads. Upon the 
very entrance of the hour, they were met by a 
pack of ancient aftrologers, with their epheme- 
rides in their hands, who prefently attacked 
them, to fix upon every one the date of her 
life, to the very year, day, hour, minute, and 
fecond, of thcirnativity. Thefe conjurers fet 
up a cry, ** Own your age, ye wretches, lincc it 
"is your doom, you are forty. two years oldf 
" two months, five days, two hours, nine nii- 
" nutes, and twenty feconds," fays one of the 
aftrologers to one of the ladies. Good God I 
who can exprefs the terrible (bricks fhe raifed ; 
all that could be underdood wa^, ** You lie, 
*' 'tis falfe, I am not fifteen ; Lord, what a rogue 
*' is this to fay fuch a thing.*' Another cried, 
'• I am not eighteen ;" a third, •* I am but thirr 
^ teen }" " I am a mere child, an infant," cries 
another.' Tlie adrologer was writing her age 
upon the back of one, as if it had been a bill 
iipon a door : and it was to this effedl .; " This 
'! woman was born into the world . in ; the year 
•*!i6;29.** She perceiving by this means it 

yoL.n. G ' ^ 
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would appear ftie was fixty-feven years of age, 
all in a rage cried out, ** Thou old doating em* 
** blem of death, I am but juft come into the 
•• world, my teeth are not all cut." *• Thou de. 
•• cayed piece of antiquity/* replied he, " teeth 
^ will never fpring under old flumps ; look up- 
•• on your date.'* •^ I'll own no date j'* quoth 
(lie, and thus falling together by the ears, the 
controvcrfy ended in a wonderful confuGon. 

After a fumptuous dinner, a mighty poten* 
tate fat lulling his pride with the falfe flatteries 
of his fervants* A grumbling noife refounded 
from his crammed guts, which could not agree 
in the cooks-fhop of his belly, with the Ilrange 
medley of varieties he had devoured. He foam* 
ed at the mouth, the wine boiling over, and hit 
whole face was inflamed and bloated with the 
exhalation of his ftomach. At each word he 
uttered, though never fo ftupid, the ftanders b/i 
like men in a frenzy, poured out fuperlative en* 
comiums. An admirable fentence, cried one; 
nothing could be exprefled flner, fays another ; 
mod incomparable words, fays a third; and, 
lailly, a parafite, who laboured to out-flatter 
all the refti draining a lie to the utmoft pitch, 
exclaims, Learning itfelf (lands amazed to hear 
yoOy and even admiration is outdone. The 
great map firuttingi and fetching up two or 
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three gulps, the forerunners of a vomit, driveU 
led out thefe words : *M am much concerned 
•• for the lofs of my two (hips." Immediately 
the parafites renewed their flatteries, and ro- 
mancing without meafure, one of them replied. 
That that lofs redounded to his honour ; that it 
fell out as could have been wi(hed ; and no*' 
thing could have happened more opportunelyi 
fince it adminidered an opportunity of falling 
out with his neighbours, from whom he might 
V take two hundred in lieu of thofe two, which 
might eafily be compafled. To prove this, the 
falfe flatterer produced many examples. Ano« 
therfaid, That lofs was the greatcft teftimony 
of his grandeur, for only he was a great prince 
who had much to lofe ; that loflng was a better 
dcmonflration of power than gaining and ac- 
quiring, which were the praiflice of pirates and 
robbers : That damage fuftained, he added, 
would be the enriching of him, and then began 
to fill his ears with fentcnces out of Tacitus, 
Sallufl:, Poly bius,Thucydides, and other authors, 
reprefenting the vaft lofles of the Greeks and 
Romans, and a thoufand other extravagancies. 
The mighty glutton, who only ftudied how to' 
excufe his floth, took thefe falfehoods as full fa- 
tisfadion for his lofs. The devil himfelf could 
not have contrived a better way to infatuatis 

Ga 
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him. At this time the crudity of his ftomach, 
for want of digellidn, caft up a belch, .which 
made the room to echo. No fooner had the 
curfed paradtes heard it, than kneeling down to 
make him believe h€ had fneezed, they unani- 
nioufly faid, •• God blefs you." That very mi. 
nutc begun the hour, nnd the great man raving 
ns if exaggerated by furies, cried out, ** Villains, 
Tince you would impofe upon me fo far as to 
** make a belch pafs for a fneezc, though mj 
*• mouth and my nofe arc fo clofe together, 
** what can I exped you would do in thofe 
" things I neither fee nor fmell." Then ilia- 
king his hands about his ears, as if he were dri- 
' ving away their lies, he ran to them, and kicked 
them out of the palace, faying, ^* Had thofe 
" fellows come upon me when I had a cold, 
" they had utterly undone me ; one fenfe that 
^* was left me proved their ruin, there is no 
•' greater happincfs than fmelling.** 

The mifers, warned by coflly experience, fc 
parate themfelves from the cheats; and thofe, 
rather than lofe their trade, attacked one ano- 
ther, difguifing their words, and counterfeiting 
plain dealing. Says one cheat to another, *^ Sir, 
y having paid dear for dealing with Iharpen, 
V who have been my ruin, I come to you who 
'^ arc no ftranger to my hbnefty, to defire you 
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•< will lend nie 3000 royals in * brafs, upon a* 
** bill which is accepted and payable in rilveK" 
•• within two months ; the party the bill is^ 
" drawn upon is fo refponfible, the money is as" 
•• good as if you had it in your pocket, and you 
"will have no further trouble than telling of 
•• it." But the man on whom he gave the bill 
was the very fink of fraud and deceit. The' 
Iharpcr, who licard the other (harper commend- 
ing the third, pretended not to be acquainted* 
with the qualiiications of either, and arming' 
bimfelf with 'his own weapons, with a doleful ' 
deliberation, anrweredy That he was juft their 
come abroad to borrow-4000 royals upon a pawn 
that was worth eight. They all accofted one 
another with gilt chains that were to pafs for 
gold, counterfeit bills that were aecepted, (ham ^ 
fecurities, falfe notes, plate they borrowed for a 
feaft, and bits of glafs and Briftol ftones under 
the title of diamonds. It was wonderful ta 
hear the difcourfc that pafled bctwi}ct them; 
One faid, '* Honedy is the bell policy, and plain- 
** dealing is a jewel.* I had rather dit in a ditch 
^* than do a bafe thing. I (land upon my re- 
'* putation ; it is .a great bleffing not to be 

* There are fucH quantities of copper-money in Spain, that 
great fums are often paid in st| and great confideration is al* 
Wed for payment! in gold or fjver. 

G3 
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^ afraid to fhow onc*8 face ; this has been my 
^ education from my cradle/* Another of the 
cheats anfwered, *^ There is nothing like keep. 
^ ing touch ; an honed man*8 word is as good 
^ as his bond ; I never deflrcd ilUgotten riches; 
^ I will have nothing that may require reditu. 
" tion ; my foul is more precious to me than 
*^ all the world ; I would not be guilty of one 
^* cheat for all the riches in the earth ; I value 
*• my confcience above all the univerfe con. 
'^ tains.'V Thus were thefe diflemblcrs difgut. 
fing their fly deligns with fair fpeeches, when 
the hour came upon them ; and every fliarper 
believing his companion^ they all ruined one 
another. He that had the the falfe chain gave 
it for the counterfeit bill ; he that (bowed the 
glafs diamonds exchanged them for the bor- 
fowed plate. The one ran to the goldfmitb, 
the other with his bill to the banker, to com* 
pound for half in ready money, before the 
cheat of the chain was difcovcred. The bank* 
er told him the bill was not his, neither did he 
know any fuch man, and fent him away with 
a flea in his ear. Away flunk the fliarper with 
his bill inftead of his tail betwixt his legs, fay- 
ing, '\ dog, what a trick had he fcrved nic» 
** but that the chain was made of old iron.'* 
He that parted with the falfe diamonds for the 
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plate, being at the goldfmith*8, felling it for lefs 
than the weight, rejoiced to think how he had 
bubbled the other with bits of glafs. In comes 
the right owner, and feeing his plate fwing in 
the fcale, calls an alguazil, and fcizcs the cheat 
for a thief, and they fell together by the ears. 
At the noife out runs he with the falfe dia- 
monds : He that was felling the plate, cried 
out, " That rogue fold it to me." The other 
anfwcred, " He lies, he ftole it from me." The 
goldfmith cried, *' That fcoundrel would have 
^ fold me pebbles for diamonds." The owner 
of the plate was for feizing them both ; the 
fcribe was for fecuring them all three till the 
matter was decided. The alguazil feixed the 
two cheats, and the fcribe led the owner of the 
plate by the cloak. After the rogues had well 
buffetted one another, and thus well attended 
by the mob, they were led to gaol| and ther^ 
put into cuftody of the hangman's mafter of 
the wardrobe. 

There is a fmall iiland on the coaft of Den- 
mark, in which there are five towns. The 
lord of this place was very poor, rather becaufe 
he coveted much, than that he wanted for any 
thing. God had afilided the inhabitants with 
a general inclination in them all to be projec- 
tors, fo that the land feemed to be infefted with 
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as many monfters as there were men. All the 
neighbouring people fhunned thefe iflanders as 
tley would the plague, for the very air that 
came from them was fo contagious, it confumed 
their (locks, blafted their fields, wailed their 
treafure, and ruined their trade. So prodigious 
was the natural, pronenefs to projeding in that 
country, that the very fucking babes, indead of 
daddy and mammy, cried out nothing but 
Frojeifl. The whole ifland was a confufed 
chaos, for man and wife, father and fon, neigh- 
hour and neighbour, were ever jangling and 
bawling about their projedls ; and they were as 
intoxicated with them, as if they had been 
drunk with wine. The lord of this place (ava- 
rice, which is one of the word devils that di- 
ftrads the world, having gained the afcendant 
over him) ordered a general gathering of pro- 
jedls. i Legions of projectors aflembled before 
his palace, witli fcrips and fcrolls of paper (luck 
in their girdles, and run through their button-' 
holes, and peeping out of their pockets. The 
lord having made kiSown his wants, demanded 
their aflidance, and they all at once laying hold 
of their papers, and crowding till they had aU 
moft ftified one another, in an indant heaped 
up four tables with their memoirs. The hurry 
being. Ibmewhat over, he began to look over 
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them. The firft paper he opened was entitled 
to this effedl, " A projedl for getting an infinite 
** quantity of filv.er and gold, without afking it, 
•• or taking it from any body." A difficult 
propofition in my mind, fays the lord. The 
fecond, ** How to gather unmeafurable treafure 
^ by taking it from all men, and enriching them 
" by taking it away." The firft, quoth the 
lord, of taking from all men, I like ; but as to 
the fecond, which is to enrich them by taking 
it from them, 1 am dubious, yet let them look 
to that. The third, " An eafy, pleafing, and 
^^ juft project for amaffing of many millions, in 
** fuch manner, that they who are to pay them 
" fliall not mifs^them, but rather think they are 
."beftowcd on them." This I approve of, lea- 
ving the perfuafive part to the projedlor. The 
fourth projedl undertakes to make what is defi- 
cicnt to fuperabound, without adding any thing, 
or taking away, and without giving any body 
• caufe of complaint. A projedl fo inoffenfive 
can have nothing of truth in it. The fifth, 
which oifers to furnifli all that' fliall be defired, 
.diredls to take by fair and foul means, and to 
aik of all men, and they will give themfelves to 
. the devil. This projedl^ having to do with the 
devily feemed pradlicable. The author encou- 
raged by this approbation, added, .f*> And I prd* 
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^ pofe, that thofe who levy it, (hall be a com* 
" fort to them who fuffer by it." The devil 

' put it into his head to let flip that word, furies 
poflefs the projedors, who thunder out reproach* 
es againft him, calling him fot and dpg, and 
crying, ** Thou fcoundrel, hell itfelf could ne- 
*' ver have propofed a comfort in tax-gatherers, 
*' they themfelves being the greateft of grievan- 

. •• ces." They called one another fons of pro* 
jedors, as it had been Tons of whores, condemn* 
ing one another's propofals, and each approving 
only of his own. In the height of this fray, 
many of the lord's fervants came running, and 
crying, the palace was on fire in three feveral 
places, and the wind blew high. Juft then be* 
gan the hour, the fmoke was great, and the 
flame afcended. The lord, in that conftema- 
tion, knew not which way to turn himfelf. Tht 
projedors bid him flt ftill, and they would fet 
all to rights in a moment ; and rufliing out from- 
his prefence, fome laid hands on all they found 
in the boufe, caftiog the cabinets, tables, glaf- 
fes, and all that was of value, out at the win- 
dows ; others with fledges overthrew a tower ; 
others faying, the fire would ceafe as foon as it 
bad vent, uncovered a great part of the houfe, 
breaking down the roofs, and deftroying all that 
ftood in their way^ None of them went about 
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to quench the firei but all were employed in 
pulling down the houfe. and confounding all 
that was in jt. The lord feeing the (moke de- 
creafe, went out, and found that the common 

. people, with his officers and fervants, had over- 
come the firei yet at the fame time perceiving 
that the projedors were tearing up the very 
foundations, had demolifhed his palace, and 
fpoiled all his furniture. Incenfed and raging 
at this hideous light, he cried out, ** Dogs, you 
^ are worfe than the fire, and fuch are all your 
^ projefls ; it were better I had been burnt 
** than to have given ear to you, fo deftruflive 
•* are all the remedies you apply. You ovcr- 
^ turn a whole houfe, for fear a corner of it 
^ Iliould fall, and throw the bed goods into 
*' the ftreet, pretending to fave them. ^.You 
'! feed a prince with his own limbs, and pretend 
** to maintain him, when at the fame time he is 
" devouring himfelf. Villains, juftly did the 
^ fire come to burn me, for gathering and fuf- 

^ " fering you tp live j but when it perceived mc 
^ in the power of projedors it ceafed, conclu* 
** ding I was already confumed. Fire is the 
^ moft merciful of projeftors, for water quenches 
*' it, but you increafe in fpite of all the elements. 
** Antichrift will be a projedor, and (hall bum 
'* you all alivCi and keep your alhes to make- 
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** ley» to wafh out the ftains of all common- 
" wcaltlw;^ 

The bawds and whores had gathered a wick- 
ed council, where they railed at the purfes they 
could not come at, and fpoke ill of money that 
was out of their reach. The antienteft of the 
bawds, mumbling her words betwixt her gums, 
with a hollow tone, proceeding from the want 
of teeth, grunted out thefe words to the afTem- 
bly : ** The world is now at the laft gafp; it is a 
'^fiarving age ; things- are at the woril; fairings 
^ and new- years gifts are long fince out of date;: 
*^ love- offerings are fcarce remembered ; money 
** is come- to that pafs nobody knows it, and it: 
** is vaniihed from our fight ; a crown piece is 
** ihown about a» if it were an elephant, and- 
^ piftoles are fly led of blefTed memory. Promifes^ 
^ have fucceeded in the place of ready coin. 
»*• A compliment with, you may rely upon my 
•^ word, is. the common flop gap, and- an empty 
*^ note pafTes for current cafh. Your fpruce* 
" beaux', with bufhy wigs and long fword-knots,. 
*• will reduce you to a morfel of bread; Our 
^ bufinefs is to have and to hold, to feize the. 
** ready, rhino, and to be paid beforehand; I' 
** recommend to youcertain men that are half 
** rotten^ that live in the fpace betwixt dotage* 
^ and the gravei that trim up a walking Ikele- 
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•* ton, and lay up for no heir but their luxury, 
^ paying well for the weaknefs of their limbs, 
wintered takes away all fqueamiftinefs ; (hut 
" your eyes, and (lop your nofes, as if you were 
<* fwallowing a purge ; a bitter draught is ibme*- 
*' times a wholefome medicine. Make account 
^ that you burn old lace for the filver, or fuck 
^ a bone to get out the marrow. I have half a 
•* dozen of dry old dotardsj who fpit pieces of 
•* eight for every one of you. 1 do not dcfire 
*^ the thirds, but fliall be fatisfied- with fome 
** fmall allowance to keep up that reputation I 
•* have preferved all my life/* She faid, and 
clofing her chin with the* tip of her nofe, made 
a- face like a nut-cracker. One of the* young 
harpies replied, ** Thou antiquated contriver of 
^' delight, coupler of male and female, tacker of 
'^ nations, joiner of giblets, and counterfeiter of 
•* faces, confider we are too young to be fold to 
."impotent curmudgeons ; make ufe of your 
*^ rhetoric among the decayed governantes, who 
" are but walking carcafles playing about the 
" grave, as butterflies do about a candle, till 
" they drop into it. Young blood is more in* 
" clined to the flefli than to money, and prefers 
^ pleafure before riches ; therefore let me ad- 
^ vife yoU' to choofe fome other trade, for qua- 
f'lity> has now taken up that of bawding, and'I 
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** hope to fee rotten eggs thrown at their coach- 
^ es inftead of the pillory/' Scarce had the 
night-walker fpoke the laft word, when the hour 
began, and a whole fhoal of creditors rudiing 
in, fell upon them. The landlord feized the 
beds and hangings for houfe rent, the upholfterer 
their clothes for the hire of his goods, till both, 
with a hideous noife, fell foul of eacli- otherr 
At the fame time a broker puts in for bis 
clothes. The wenches (hricked, calling them 
nide unmannerly fellaws, threatening what they 
would do, and fwearing they would never put 
up fuch an affront. The damned old bawd 
bleffed herfelf with both hands^ and roared as- 
high as the loudeil. In comes a bully to one 
of the jilts^ and, without afking queftions, draws 
his fword, and falls upon the creditors, calling 
them thieves and robbers. They drew, and in 
the fray overturned and broke all the goods in 
the room. The wenches ran to the windows,, 
crying, " Help I Help ! Murder !. Murder !'• At 
this fummons up comes an alguazil with all bis 
retinue, bidding, them keep the king's peace. 
The broil grew hotteft upon the flairs, till out 
they rufhed into the ftreet, fome wounded, 
others with, their dpthes rent. The ruffian with 
a broken head, but without hat or cloak, took 
&nAuary in a church* The alguazil entered 
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the houfi?, and feeing the old woman, laid vio- 
lent hands on her, faying, " Art thou here ftiH 
^ old Belzebub, after having been thrice ba« 
«• nilhed ? Thou art the ringleader of all this 
•• mifchief." Then feiring her with the young 
fry, and fecuring all they had, he drove them 
away half naked, with their hair about their 
ears, to gaol, all the rabble attending and Ihout* 
ing, " Away with the whores/* 

A counfellor at law, whofc greated learning, 
lay in his grizly beard, like Sampfon's ftrength 
in his hair, fat in a room better furniflied with 
books than he was with^ confcience. His whole 
ftudy was how to embroil his clients, not to con* 
fult his authors, and yet wa& fo proud of his li>> 
brary, that being a mere ignoramus, it might 
truly be faid, he knew not the value of it. He 
had gained a great reputation by his roaring 
voice, his moving geftures, and ar wonderful flu* 
ency of tongue, wherewith he bore down all 
other lawyers. His chamber could fcarce con* 
tain his clients, every one prefling forward to 
lay his cafe open, and empty his purfe. All his 
anfwers were, ** I am fully informed^ I have 
*^ ftudied the cafe. - Your right is undeniable. 
^ It agrees with the exprefs letter of the law. It 
^ is as clear as the day. There is no difficulty 
^ in this fuit. It is a cafe adjudged. The law 
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** is dircdlly on yoiir fide. It will eafily be dct 
•f tcrmincd. The judges arc for us. Your ad. 
•• verfary has nothing to fay for himfelf. AH 
**t)iatJias been done is void in itfelf. That 
•• judgment muft be reverfed. Be ruled by me." 
Some he ordered to petition, (Others to appeal, 
others to demur, others to put in their interro* 
gatories,' others to*bring their writ of error, and 
others to fuborn frefli witnefles. All that inx. 
menfe number of volumes was turned over, and 
nothing refounded but an unintelligible, confu- 
.fion of law gibberifli. The counfellor demand* 
ed'his fee, the folicitor his du«, the attorney his 
reward, the clerk his peirquifites, and the fcrivencr 
his pay. Whilft they were in this debate, the 
hour began, and the clients, unanimoully, as if 
it had been one man, cried, out, ** Good Mr. 
^* Sergeant, in all fuits the adverfary is the lead 
*^ of evils, for he fues at his own cod, and you 
.*V plead for us at our own ; and you the folid* 
^ tor, the clerk, and- the attorney, run away 
/* with our money.. The adverfary waits for 
^^ judgment, and purfues upon an appeal, but 
^ you and your adherents give a definitive fen- 
.V tence in your own behalf. Our fuit may go 
:^ for and againft us, but in the following of it 
// wc^ mud of.neceffity be caft four times a*day ; 
.^ fo that io the end we xnay^pbtain our right, 
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<^ but have loft our money. All thofe authors 
, <* cannot perfuade us, but it is a madnefs to 
^ rpend what we have, to get what another man 
•< has, and perhaps be nt laft difappointed. We 
•« had rather have one adverfary than five ; for 
** fuppofing the fuit fliould go on our fide, itr 
^ will be when it has ruined us. Lawyers de« 
** fend their clients, as feamen dp their fhips in 
«* a ftorm, throwing over all they have, that, if 
^ it be God*s will, they may be brought into 
•* their port empty. The beft advice is to agree 
^ amongft ourfelves ; for by agreeing we (hall 
**fave what you take from us. We are all go- 
*• ing to compound with our adverfaries. Your 
^ beft revenues arife out of our obftinacy, and if 
" we, by compounding, fhould lofe all we fued 
^ for, at leaft we fhall gain all that you lofe« 
•* We would advife you to put a bill upon your 
''door; for we think it better to fpend our 
** money upon whores than lawyers; and for 
** your part, fince your only bufincfs has been 
" to fet men together by the ears, it will be your 
**" beft courfe to turn foldier or ftatefmen." 
. The vintners, a perverfe generation, who raifc 
thtt price of their wine, at the fame rate that 
they brew water, felling the rain difguifed and 
difcoloured with floes, and the dregs of their 
hogiheads, for the juice of the grape, were met 
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in a tavern to the number of fix or feven, with 
as many bullies and highwaymen, and a quorum 
of draggle-tailed jilts, newly whipped out of 
bride weUy who danced themfelves dry, and drunk 
to dunce again. The bumpers flew about like 
lightning, to the tune of three in a hand. ** De« 
'* licate wine,'* quoth one of the fparks, per* 
ceiving the cheat, and winking upon the knave 
that was to pledge him. The other, who fear* 
ed it would breed frogs in his belly, rather than 
fend fumes into his brain, replied, ** This is 
^ truly a rich wine, and we poor rogues ; for 
** the waters belong to the rich and not to the 
^* poor.** The vintner hearing their flouts, called 
them fots, bidding them drink and hold their 
peace» ** Drink and fwim, you (hould have faid/* 
replied one of the good fellows. This minuts 
began the hour, and the whole company grow* 
ing mutinous, threw the pots and glafles at the 
▼intner, crying, ** Inhuman water-feller, we are 
** more like drowned rats than drunkards, thou 
** makeft us pay by the quart for the river water 
•• thou bringeft in by the hogfliead/* The vint- 
ner having nothing to fay for bimfelf, cried, 
•• Water! Waterl" as if his houfe had been afiw, 
and rolling his hogflieads into the ftreet, knock- 
ed out the heads of themi letting the liquor rua 
flown the channeL 
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A fwarm of 32 candidates, all aiming at one 
employmenti were waiting to fpeak with the 
pobleman in whofe gift it was. Each of them 
fancied himfclf as deferving, as the reft unwor- 
thy of it. Every one blefled himfelf, and ad« 
mired at the madnefs and impudence of the reft, 
for pretending to what he imagined to be due 
to him alone. They beheld one another with- 
evil eyes, and hearts full of malice, and medi- 
tated how to llandcr and defame. Their looks 
were four and ftarched, but their joints in con« 
tinual motion. Every time the door creaked, 
they made a thoufand bows on all hands, and 
18 many fubmiiTive grimaces. Not fo much as 
I page could pafs by without a loving falute and 
kind look. The fecretary happening to rufh 
through the room, their fubmiiHons were fo pro* 
found, as if they would have kifled the ground 
he trod on. He cafting a glance like a fliame* 
faced girl, prcfled through, faying, •• Excufe me 
** gentlemen, I am now in hafte/' The noble-- 
man called for his deik, and fat to defpatch bu« 
finefs,. when upon a felfe alarm, .thinking them« 
felves fummoned to appear, one of the candi* 
dates cries, •• It is I j" another, " 1 come ;*• and 
others, /• Here I am," crowding themfelves to 
death againft the door. > The poor lord under* 
(landing what a peal of petitions attended bim^ 
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knew not which way to turn himfelf. He fu 
Icntljr curfed himfelf, faying, " It was one of the 
•• greatcft blcffings in the world to have to give; 
** provided there were none to aik; and that 
*^ favours, that they might not be a plague to 
** him that beftows them, ought to be freely ot 
•• fercd, and never fued for." The dunners im. 
patient of delays, watted inwardly, confidering 
there was but one employment, and the candid* 
dites were many. The lord coniidered he could 
pleafe but one, and mutt difoblige 31 ; however, 
to be rid of them, he refolved they fliould be 
itdmitted, and in order to it, put on a ftern coun« 
tenance, and looked like a ftatue, that be might 
appear with more majefly. In they ruftied in a 
crowd, ^nd he perceiving they would all tongue* 
pad him at once, faid, *^ There is but one em« 
**'ployment,.and you are a number, I would 
"gladly beftow the place upon one, and fatisfy 
" you all/* As he had dropped the lad word 
thjc hour commenced, and the lord beftowing 
the employment upon one, entailed the revere ^ 
fion of it upon them all one after another, 
" world without end/* The u^retched prefump- 
tive heirs began to wi(h one another dead, pray? 
ing for pleuriiies, afthmas,confumptions, plagues, 
apoplexies, fluxes^ fudden deaths, and all man- 
ser of difafters. ^ Scarce were .two minutes pad 
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fihce the entail, when every man thought his 
predeceflbr had lived to the age of Methufalem; 
and though the tenth man computed his turn 
could not come till 500 years after, yet every 
man was pleafed to wait the death of his prede- 
ceiTor. Only the 31ft, finding by his reckoning 
that his turn fell out exadlly with the end of 
the world, and after the coming of Antichrift, 
faid, *' My poITelfion and the general confiagra- 
^ tion hit exadly together, I fhall make a fine 
** bufincfs of my employment ; when I am burnt 
'* at the day of judgment, wbo will oblige the 
•* dead to pay me my wages ? For my part, I 
'* wifli the 30th fucccflbr a long life, for when 
f* the employment comes to him, the world will 
"be at the gafp.'* The lord left them driving 
to outlive and deftroy one another, and went 
himfelf away in a paflion, to fee them protradt* 
ing their ages beyond doomfday, and even cop-. 
ing with eternity. He that had carried the em- 
ployment, flood amazed to confider what a long 
fucceflion of heirs he had got, and at lad flunk 
away, refolving to eat light fuppers, and prevent 
taking cold. The reft looked upon one another 
^s fo many mutual plagues, and reciprocally 
ciirfing their lives, each fancied difeafes in the 
other, and added to the number of his yean; . 
<very fucceHbr threatening his forerunner with 

- 2 
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death, giving him over as a gone man and wifli- 
inghim in the hands of phyficians; U'hichis 
the fame as to be delivered up to the hangman. 
A fort of men that borrow after the manner 
of the day that is pad, never to return again, 
who fnap at a purfe, as a fpider does at a fly 
that; is entangled in her web, lie tumbling in 
bed till the evening for want of rags to cover 
their nakednefs. Among them they had laid 
out half a crown they had mumped, in wafers, 
ink, pens, and paper, which they had confumed 
in begging*letters, all to the fame effed, expref- 
iing how urgent the occafion was, their reputa* 
tion lying at (lake, and even their life, with af* 
furances of a fpeedy return, and profeflions of 
eternal acknowledgment. However, in cafe 
they ihould not meet with money, they con- 
cluded with the nc plus ultra of impudent beg- 
gary, deiiring, in cafe there was no ready cafli, 
they would be pleafed to fend them fomething 
of value to pawn, which fliould be molt care- 
fully fecured. By way of poftfcript, they beg- 
ged pardon for the boldnefs, protefting they 
would not be fo free with any other perfon. 
They had drawn about an hundred of thefe 
notes to be difperfed in all the corners of the 
town, whither they were conveyed by one of 
the^ firaternityi a notable fponger that had a 
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tongue well bung, and with his grave beard and 
tong cloak, not 9 little refembled a well travels 
led mountebank. The herd of letter-beggars ^ 
femained, computing how much money the 
meflenger would bring, and a curfed noife there 
was about the fum. Nor did it (lop here, for 
they wrangled about the laying it out, and ha- 
ving given one another the lie, at laft they leap- 
ed out of their beds, with fuch fragments of 
ihirts, that there was no occafion to take them 
up to difcover their lower parts. In came their 
mumping poft with an air that fpoke no relief; 
both his hands were at liberty, and his arms 
open, which foreboded emptinefs. All that ap« 
peared was a great bundle of notes. They all 
ftood amazed, feeing their contrivance had end- 
ed in empty anfwers, and in a doleful tone faid, 
** What have we got ?'• " No money," replied 
the poor fcoundrel, •• you may divert yourfelves 
^ with reading, fince you have no occafion of 
^* telling.*' They began to open the notes. 
The firft was to this effeft : ** I was never fo 
** much concerned at any thing in all my life 
^ as my not being at prefent in a condition to 
•* ferve you in a matter of fo little value." •• He 
^ might have ferved me (quoth the reader) and 
^ have had more caufe to be concerned/* The 
fecond note : ^ Sir, Had I received yours yefter- 
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•• day, I could have obliged you, and been 
proud of the occafion/* " A curfe of yefter- 
day (fays he) that is the daily plague of all 
** mumpers." The third note : " It is fuch a 
^* miferable time." *• O damned almanack ma- 
•• ker (cries the (hark), we a(k for money, and 
•* you tell us what weather it is." The fourth 
note : " Sir, Your want cannot be fo grievous 
to you, as to me it is that I cannot relieve 
you." •• Who the devil told you fo (exclaims 
the poor wretch), *Vdoft thou pretend to divi- 
" nation^ thou mifer, and prophefy when you 
" ought to give." " No more reading" (they 
all cried), and making a hellifh charm, they add« 
ed, '^ It is now night, to make up what has 
*• been expended, let us gnaw the wafers off the 
•* letters for our fupper, and fell thcfe and two 
*• other parcels of notes we have by us to the 
*• confedioner, who will give at leaft four roy- 
** als for them to paper up comfits, wrap fugar, 
'* and lay under bifcuits in the oven/* Says 
the letter carrier, ^*^ This trade of borrowing has 
•* been out of the world thefe ten years, A 
/Vman had better give what he a(ks, than en* 
V dure the geftures and fcurvy looks of thofe 
.^heaccoftsj and if you calculate the whole, 
^^.itbe expence of paper and fhoes is greater than 
.•V,Uie profit; your only way is to loojfc QVt 
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^fliarp/' In this poflure were the paper* 
mumpers when the hour began, and the light* 
eft of equipage faid, " We arc very cercmoni*. 
*^ 0U8 with pther men's money, and if we expeft 
*' it fliould fly in at our windows, we may die 
** in a ditch. Rhetoric is no good picklock, 
^ and fine words reach the ears, but not the 
^ pockets ; to lillen to one that begs, is the de« 
^ vil. It is much eafier to take than to aik.' 
^ When all men hoard, it is no time tp wait 
*^ their generofity. Our bufinefs is to (leal bare* 
^ faced, and with confideration^ that is, confi* 
"^dering we muft fteal in fuch manner, that 
•? there may be enough for the accufer, for the 
"clerk, for the conftable, for the attorney, for 
** the folicitor, for the counfellor, for the jailor, 
" for the judge, and for ourfelves ; for when 
^ what is (lolen ends, the hangman begins. My 
•'friends, if they banilh us, it is better than that 
•*they Ihould bury usj if they pillory us, it 
" breaks lio bones ; and as for the fliame of it, 
*• none of our fpeftators Have any j if they whip 
•* us, we may be content, for beggars mud not 
'^ be chopfcrs, and at lead we fhall have the fa* 
*^ tisfadion of hearing our white fkins commend* 
^ ed ; and as foon as the ihow is over, the doub* 
^let hides the lafhes.- If they put us upon 
^\ the rack, we are in no danger, tor ajl they «n« 

vouiL n 
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f* deavour is to make us fpeak the truthi \vhich 
" we never dp ; therefore let us be like the tai. 
•*,lors, 9nd we are fafe enough. To be fent to 
•' the galley$ is only going into the king's fervicc 
" with * a bald pate ; and galley flaves ferve 
** only to fupply the want of fails. If they hang 
*^ U5| which is the utmoft extremity, that day 

V twelvemonth will be a year ; and every man 

V that is hanged honours his parents, for though 
/* he be never fo mean a fcoundrel, the block- 
" heads of the fpe€tators fay, He is very well 
" born, and of a good family. Nay, if it were 
*< only for the pleafure of choufing the; do£tor 
** and apothecary at one death, a man might be 
^* well enough pleafed to die of the hempen 
'* difeafc.'' Gentlemen, mind your hits. Scarce 
were the lad words out of his mouth, when 
wrapping the flieets about them, and fwallow* 
ing the oil that was in a lamp, they let them- 
felves out of the window with a blanket into 
010 ftreet, and away they fcourcd to fearch 
ohefts, pick locks, and dive into pockets. 

, Two ruffians were brought to the gallows for 
half a dozen a)urders. One of them had alrea^ 
dy taken his fwing, and the other was mounted 
oa the ladder wiith the hangman aftride over 
bis fl)oulders. Among the crowd of fpedatorsr 

- r^ ^ yhx galley flares have always their beadi fliaved. 



4. ^ . . .* 



AND THE HOUR OF ALL MEN. 1 47 

two phyficians, riding after fevers and plagues* 
made a halt, and beholding the criminals, be« 
gan to weep like children, with fuch a deluge 
of tears, that the people about them alked whe- 
ther thofe that fuSered were their fons. Tbejr 
infwered, That they did not know them, but 
wept to fee men die without paying any thing 
to the faculty. That moment began the hour* 
and the criminal fpying the doctors, faid, ** Gen- 
" tlemen of the faculty, here is room for you, 
** if you pleafe, for you have killed enough to 
" dcferve my place, and your (kill in defpatch- 
" ing men renders you worthy of the hang- 
'* nian*5. Galen and Hippocrates muft not fend 
^* all to the grave, hemp is as efre(^ual as an 
" aphorifm. Thofe mules that carry, you a- 
" bout to commit To many murders, are no bet- 
" ter than ladders to mount you to the gallows. 
" This is a time to fpeak truth ; had I ufed the 
** recipe inftead of the dajger^ 1 had not come 
^ to this end, though I had maflacred all the 
*' fpedlators. I beg a dozen maflcs for my foul, 
** which you may eafily foift into one of the 
•• wills you forward." 

A cheating gamefter was at play with a 
(harping bully, upon tick, as believing it the 
way to draw him in deeper than if the money 
had lain upon the table, and fcored the lofs 

Ha 
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ivith counters. He packed the cards, having 
let him win fomething at firft, the better to fe. 
cure hinii and now and then gave him a tole« 
rable hand, but then fetched it back with inte- 
reft ; fo that the bully ran down apace, yet not 
without being very fenflble of what was put 
Upon him. The hour came upon them, and 
the gameiler reckoning his counters, faid, *' Sir, 
" you owe me two hundred crowns." The bul- 
ly counting them over again, as if he had dc- 
figned to pay, anfwered, *' Good Sir, I muft con« 
** fefs you are an abfolute mafter at your trade, 
'* and have as much fleight of hand as any jug- 
*^ gler, but you have not learned my trick yet, 
*' which is, never to pay what I lofe ; add that 
" to the reft, and youUl be complete. You may 
** reckon you played for nothing, and that all 
*^ we have loft will be our time, and that nei- 
•• thcr of us can recover." 
. A lean ragged chemift, who looked as if he 
had extraded the juice out of his fleflx, and cal- 
cined his clothes, had wheedled a mifer to give 
ear to him, as he ftood at a man*s.door who fold 
charcoal, and was telling him, '* I am a natural 

V philofopher, and by the grace of God a cbe* 

V mift. I have found the philofophers ftone, 
^ which is a medicine of life, and produces a 
** tranfcendant tranfmutation infinitely ^ultipli* 
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^ cable ; for with the powder of this (lone, by 
•• projeftion, I turn into the pureft and mod re- 
•• fined gold, quickfilver, iron, lead, tin, and fiU 
••ver. I can make gold of grafs, egglhells, 
•* hair, blood, pifs, and of the very dirt. This 
•• I can do in a few days, and with fmall ex- 
•* pence. I dare not difcover myfelf to any bo- 
•* dy, becaufe if the king fliould hear of it, he 
•• would clap me into gaol to favc India voy- 
•* ages and the trouble of digging in the mines. 
" I know you to be a perfon of difcretion, qua- 
•* lity, and worth, and therefore have refolved 
•* to truft you with a fecrct of fuch importance, 
•* and fo admirable, that in a few days it will 
•• make you mafter of millions." The roifer lif- 
tcncd to him with a greedy ear, and fo wrapt 
in contemplation of the millions, that his fingers 
wagged for cagerncfs of telling them. His ava- 
rice could not contain itfclf within bounds,' but 
guftied out at his eyes, and he had inhis imagi- 
oation already converted his fryingpans, fpits, 
kettles, and candlefticks, into bars of gold. He 
alked what would be the charge ^of the opera- 
tion ? the chemift replied, " Little or nothing, 
•* for fifty crowns was enough to convert all the 
" world into gold and filver, becaufe the great- 
*' eft expence would be in limbecks and cruci- 
*• bleaj for the elixir, which h the vivifying fpi- 

W3 
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*^ fit of gold, would coil nothing, and might be 
'* had gratis everywhere ; neither fliould a far^ 
'^ thing be fpent in charcoal, becaufe be fubli. 
*' mated, digefted, fcparated, redliiied, and cir^ 
** culated all with lime and dung/* The coal, 
man was liftening to this talc of a tub, fretting 
to hear him fay he would ufe no charcoal ; but 
juit then began the hour, and the coalman, well 
powdered with charcoal dull, and fmelUng of 
the devil's perfume, falls upon the chemift, fay« 
ing, ** Thou vagabond, fcoundrel, rafcal, why 
** doll thou feed up that honed man with ima. 
" ginary gold ?" The chemift in a fury gave 
him the lie, which the coalman fo readily an* 
fwered with a cuff, it was fcarce difccrnible 
which was firft. They both fell to loggerheads, 
and in a trice the chemift's battered nofc ran 
like a Ihnbeck. The mifer could not part 
them, not daring to meddle becaufe of the duft 
and fmoot* They ftuck fo clofe to one anor 
ther, it was impoffible to difcern which was the 
coalman, or who had fmooted the other. At 
length they were parted by the people that paf- 
fed by, .but in fuch a condition, they looked as 
if they had been rolled in lampblack, and 
trimmed with fnuffs of candles. Says the char<» 
COaUmin, : ** This poor devil tells thee^ he'll 
.*! make fold of diet and old iron, and at the 
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<• fame time his clothes are all in tattcts, and 
^ be looks as if he bad been robbing the rag« 
<« woman. I know thefe fellows^ for one of 
«' them cheated a neighbout of minCi and made 
" him lay out at my own houfe at lead a thou« 
<'fand crowns in coals only, and that in the 
^fpace of two months, telling him he Would 
'^make gold, and he only made fmoke and\ 
^ aflies, but at lad ran away with all he had.'^ 
•^But t (quoth the chemift) will perform what 
** I undertake ; and fmce you make gold and- 
*. filver of coals, and of the flones, dirt and mb« 
" biih you throw among them, and of the cheats 
•* of your weight, why may not I, with my art,' 
^ and the afllfiancte of RualdUs, Gibe^ Avicen; 
^ Morienus, Hdrmes, Vulftadzus, GroliUs, Ltba«* 
^ vius, and Hermes's famaragdine table, make * 
^ gold is well M you.'* The charcoal-man in 
i fume replyM, ^* Becaufe all thofe authors make 
^ you mad, and you make him that believes - 
'^ you a beggar*. I fell coals, and you burn them, 
^^ which i% the reafori I convert them into gold 
^ and filver, and you turn them ihta foot. The 
^^ (rue philofopher's (lone is to buy^ cheap and • 
'* fell dear, and a pox on all your catalogue of 
^ bard names. I declate I would with more fa<« 
^ tisfa^tioii freely give my coals to burn you 
"* with all your j^itpefs, than fell them fbr ie!ad/ 

H 4 
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•• money. As for you, Sir, you may make ac 
^ ** count, that this day you became mafter of 

V your money, and. if you defire to increafe it, 
^* trade is the only thing that multiplies coin, 
^* and makes one piflole in a month produce 

< V another. . But if you are weary of your bags, 
* f* empty them into a houfe of office, and when« 
. V foe ver you repent, you may take them out 

•* with more eafc and cleannefs, . than ever you 
i •• will recover them from the bellows and diftil- 

•* lation of this miferable wretch, who being 

V himfelf a mere ragamufCn, pretends to outdo 
*^ the treafures of India, and defy thet mines of 

,. Three Frenchmen were travelling into Spain 
oyer the mountain^ of Bifcay ; .one of them 
trja^idled before him a wheel with the imple* 
inents for grinding knives and fciflbrs \^ another 
carried before. If nd behind two great fardles of 
))ellpws and mpufe- traps ; and the third had a 
box of combs and pins. A poor Spaniard, who 
was travelling into France afoot, with his cloak 
onhis.(h6ulder, met them about half way in 
the. afcent of a craggy fteep hill. They fat 
down to reft in the fhade, and began to confer 
notes. The Spaniard being aiked, ** Whuher 
V. he travelled ?V anfwered, ** He was going to 
^ .Fjra.nce, being fled from juftice. for fpme. un« 
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** lucky pranks ; that thence he would go intor 
** Flanders to appeafe the judges, and gain ho*- 
** nour in his king's fervice, becaufe a Spaniard* 
^ out of bis own country could not ferve any 
•» other mafter." Being again alked, " How it 
'* came he had no trade pr handicraft to main* 
'^ tain him in that long journey ?" he replied/ 
" The Spaniards had no trade but war; that* 
"tbofe who were poor and honed borrowed or 
** begged by the way ; and thofe that were nor 
" fo, robbed, as they did in all other countriesi'^* 
Moreover, he laid, '^ He admired they travelled' 
*^from France through ftrange countries and' 
** dcfolate mountains with their goods, being al«* 
** ways in danger of falling into the hands of 
** highwaymen^ He dedred they would infornr 
••^ him what moved them to leave their country,' 
*^ and what profit they could propofe to them-* 
*^ felves in that lumber they were loaded witb^ 
^ which at a diftance made them look fb fright- 
^ ful, and put travellers into a quandary to de- 
•• terniine what they were." The grinder, who 
Hammered the bed Spanifh of the three, faid; 
** We are gentlemen difguded at the king of 
'*^ France, and have lod our fortunes by being^ 
*^ malecontents ; but I have made three journeys 
^ into Spain, where, with this wheel and thefe 
^^ dones, i have gathered many Spanidi pidoles; 

Us 
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*^ which you call Doubloons/' The Spaniard, 
with a four look, replied, ** Much good may do 
'( the king of France with his faculty of curing 
^ the evil, if he fuffers grinders and pedlars to 
** be inalccontents.'^ Quoth the grinder, " You 
^ ought to look upon us grinders as a land fleet, 
Vfor with thefe ftones we (harpen and wear 
*^ away your bars of gold more than your knives 
^* and fciflbrs ; take notice of this cracked pot 
f^ that drivels out the vrater ; this ferves us to 
** convey home our plate, without being expo* 
*f fed to the troubles of the fea, and dangers of 
'^ftorms; thefe wheels, inftead of fails, carry us 
'^ into all parts, and being difperfed through all 
'^countries with our grindftones, combs, and 
*? pins, we gently draw after us the revenues of 
^Vyour Indian mines ; and you may be fure it is 
** no fmall treafure that France catches in its 
*t moufe*traps, and fucks in with its bellows/' 
•• 'Swoons," faith the Spaniard, '* though I knew 
** not all this, yet 1 could ealily perceive your 
'! bellows blew away our money, and your traps 
*\ increafed your flock, but diminilhed not our 
'* mice ; and I have obferved, that ever fince 
^ you fold bellows, we fpend more coals, and 
^ our pots boil never the better ; that fihce you 
H bring us traps, we are devoured by rats and 
^ mice {that fince you grind, all our tools ruft; 
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<* wear, notch, and grow dull ; and that ia ^ 
^ grinding our knives you fpoit them, that we * 
« may have occafion to buy more of you. I 
*^ am now convinced you Frenchmen are the • 
<* lice that devour all parts of Spain ; thot yout • 
^' bite us with the teeth' of your combs, and 
** grind u» with your flones; nor do I think 
^. that fcratching is any remedy againft thid 
^itching, but that itincreafes it, and makes U9 > 
^ tear ourfelves to pieces with our own fingers* 
'' I hope in God I (hall foon return^ and then^ « 
^ will make it known there is no remedy againik 
^ this itch, but picking you out, and preflin^ . 
« you to death. ^ What- fliall 1 fay of your ' 
^ combs, but that they have made it fafliion* 
•* able to be bald,. by wearing all the hair oflT 
** our heads. I will tnake the Spaniards more 
•' cheery of their mice,- their dandruff, and their ' 
" ruft, that you may go to hell to vend you3^ - 
•* combs, bellows, and moufe- traps/* At this? • 
moment began the hour, and the Spaniard ^ 
foaming with paflion, faid, *^ The devil is at my 
^ elbow, tempting me to murder you all, and i 
^ make thefe mountains as famous as formerly ^' 
*' Roncefvalleij, for the overthrow of Charle* ^ 
^ magne/* The pedlars feeing him change co- - 
lour, add rave, rofe up gabbling amain, crying^ 4 
^n Dm^ and calling him Coquin^ * In an 411 .1 
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hour did they name it, for the Spaniard draw- 
ing bis dagger, and running at the grinder, 
inade him. quit his wheel, which receiving the 
ftroke, tumbled down the rock^, and was bea-' 
ten to fhivers. Meanwhile the trap«merchant 
tlirew a pair of bellows at him, but he falling 
on with his dagger, cut all the reft, and broke 
the traps to pieces. The comb-pedlar laying 
down: bis box, began to throw (tones; the 
other two followed his example. All three 
plied the Spaniard, ^ and he anfwered them all, 
there being fuch plenty of that fort of ammu* 
nition in the place, that they {tumbled upon it, 
7he Frenchmen kept their diltance for fear of 
the dagger* ' The Spaniard guarded himfelf 
with his cloak, and giving a kick to the pin* 
l^ox^ 'it tumbled down the rocks and. flew openy 
ilrewing the mountain with pins and combsr 
He ieeing the mercbandife confounded, cried 
put, ** I have already begun to do my king 
*^ good fervice ;*' and feeing, fome paflengers on 
mules come up and part them, defired they 
would give him a certificate of the vi£tory he 
had obtained over the vermine that infefted 
Spain. The palTengers laughed, underllanding 
the caufe of the fray, and carrying away the 
Spaniard behind one of, them, left the Frenctw 
roen bttJ7 (topping the /holes in the bellows^ 
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patching together the moufe-traps, mending the 
wheel, and picking up the pins that were fcat^ 
tered about the clifts. . The Spaniard being at 
a good diftance, cried out to them, *^ If you 
^ were malecontents in your own country, ye 
** fcoundrcls, thank me for making you fo in 
•♦ mine." 

Italy, once the miflrefs of the world, and now 
only retaining the memory of its former gran« 
deur, feeing its vaft monarchy cut out into fo 
niany parcels, to enlarge the dominions of fe* 
vera! princes, and its territories rent afunder to 
patch up many fcattered dates, was now at 
length convinced how eafy it was for others to 
take from her all that (he alone had fo happily 
taken from them all. Now, therefore, finding 
herfelf poor, and extremely light, as being eafed 
of the burden of many provinces, flie refolvcd 
to turn ropedancer; and for want of ground 
to walk upon, exercifcd herfelf upon the llraight 
rope to the alloniihment of the whole world* 
She fixed the ends of her rope, the one at 
Rome, and the other at Savoy, France and 
Spain were the fpeftators. The two kings 
kept a watchful. eye upon her, obferving to 
which fide flie inclined as fiie danced, each ftrx« 

• • • *- • •• 

ying to be ready to catch her if flie fell. . Italy 
perceiving wHat they aimed at, laid hold of the 
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fcpublic of Venice, and grafping it with both 
hands as a pole to poife her, leaped and ikip. 
ped at a. wonderful rate ; fometimes noaking as 
if fhe would fall to one fide, and fometimes to 
(he other, diverting herfelf with the eagernefs of 
both parties ftretching out their arms to catch 
her, and furprifing others with her Ikill in reco- 
vering herfelf, and deceiving them both. As 
they flood thus upon the catch, the hour began,, 
and the king of France, feeing no probability 
of laying hold on her, began to loofen the end 
of the rope which was fixed in Savoy, that flie 
might come tumbling towards him. The Spa^ 
nifh monarch perceiving it, clapped in the flate 
of Milan, and kingdoms of Naples and Sicily, 
as fupporters. Italy fkipping iathe air, difco^i 
vered that Venice, which fise ufed as a pole td 
poife, at the fame time crucified her, and therei 
fore catling it from her, and laying hold of the 
rope, flie faid, *' So much for ropedancing; 
^ for it is not for me to rife high, when the 
^ lookers on wifh I may fall, and the pole that 
^ fliould poife crucifies me.'' Then fufpeflingt 
the fupport of Savoy, fhe betook herfelf to 
Kome, faying, .^^ Since all are for feizing me, 
•• rU take fanftuary in the church, where, if I 
*' chance to fall, . I' IhaU not want fomebody to 
*• abfolvc me/* - • ^ * ^ . * ^ ,.• ^ i 
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The Neapolitan courfer, from whom fome 
have ftolen his oats, and others drawn away his 
itay, while fome ftrove to make of him a gelding, 
others a mare, and others a pod horfe, percei- 
ving, that, whilfl he was in the keeping of that 
incomparable viceroy, and invincible captain 
general, the Duke of OfTuna, he would cope 
with Bucephalus, bis furniture being compofed 
of the treafures of Venice and Brindiii. That 
he had made him a fea- horfe by his many gIo« 
rious naval viftories ; that he had turned him 
to grafs in Cyprus, and watered him at Tene- 
dos, when he dragged after the mighty ihip* 
Sultana from Theflalonica, for which adlion^ 
Neptune owned him for his firfl begotten fon, 
brought forth in oppofition to Minerva, He 
remembered that great duke had (hod him with 
the Turkifti half moons, and that kicking up 
his heels, he had da (bed out the teeth of the 
Venetian lion at the prodigious battle near Ra« 
gufa, where with only fifteen fail he defeated 
eighty, obliging them ihamefuUy to retire with 
the lofs of many galleys and galleafies, and of 
the bed of their men. Calling to mind thefe 
triumphs, and coniidering he had not now fc 
much as a horfe-cloth, but was galled andv 
fnuffled becaufe they had thrown feathers into* 
bis manger } and that be^ was now put to draw 
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a coach, having been once fo mcttlefome, th&t 
the Froicbmen, though good jockeys, could 
never fit him. The miferable condition he favv 
bimfelf reduced to, drove him into a defperate 
melancholy, and that into raving madnefs ; fo 
neighing fiercely, and breathing fire, he thought 
to have imitated the Trojan horfe, and kicking 
and plunging to have overthrown the city. At 
the noife, in came the magidrates of Naples,. 
who throwing one of their gowns over his hcad^ 
blinded him, then firoaking and fpeaking him 
fair, they put on his collar and fettera ; butas^ 
they were tying him to a ring in the ftable, the 
hour began. Two of them that were farthcfl 
off, faid, *' It was more convenient and cheaper 
** to give the courfer at once to the Pope, than 
V every year to fend him a nag with a purfe,*. 
** for by their malicious eyes it might be judged 
•* the ; Pope's nephews would fome time over* 
•• look him/' The others furprifed at this mo- 
tion, anfwered, ** That the king of Spain bad 
*f fecured him againft that dift'emper, by placing 
M three caftles on his forehead as a fpell ; and 
f* that :they would fooner cut off his legs, thaii 
H fee. him ferve like a mule under long black 
^\ trappings, refembling a palL'* The two firft 
replied, V.Tbey talked like heretics, in refufing 
^^ to be Papifts; and that, no faddlc would fit 
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« the courfcr like that of St. Peter.** The 
others, in a paffion, faid, " That to prevent the 
^ heretics making the Pope lofe his (lirrups in 
^ that faddle, it was convenient only the king 
** of Spain * (hould mount the horfe.*' Some 
were for the mitre, others the crown ; and words 
palling, at lafl they came to blows, fo that a 
terrible havoc had been among them, but that 
the eledl of the people came in, and underfland- 
ing the caufe of the quarrel, faid, *' This horfe, 
*' though hard mouthed, has had many mafters, 
^ and for the moll pait has gone to them of his 
^own accord, and not fuffered himfelf tobe 
^ led. It is requifite he be carefully looked 
** after, for . there are in Italy many a foot that 

V look for baggage horfes, and jockeys ready 
^ booted and fpurred ; and the old horfe-ftealer 
^ who catched him fometimes before, has now 
^ got a back-door .to the (lable. Neither is it 
^ convenient any French groom (hould curry 
^ him, for they tickle, and do not make him 
!f;fleek; and pray look to the Monfieurs, who 
^Vwear the canonical robes, that they may have 
*f the better opportunity to throw their leg 

V over him." 






' *^ This author fccms to have been a prophet, Naples being 
ROW (Anno x 74a) under the government of Don Carlos^ a 
fen of theking of Spain. . , ^*. ♦. » ^ , . * 
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The great czar of Mufcovy being exhatifted 
by the continual inroads of the Tartars, and 
frequent encroachments of the Turks, found 
himfelf neceflitated to impofe new taxes upoti 
his fubjeds. To this effedl* he fummoned his 
favourites, fervants^ niinifters, counfellors, and 
the commons of his court, and fpoke to them 
to this efTed : That they could not but be fen« 
fible of the great expence he was at in mciin<i 
taining an army to protedt them againil thd 
malice of their neighbouring enemies : That no 
ilate could fubfili without taxes : That thofe' 
which are impofed in prefling neceflities weref 
tlWays juft, and mud be accounted no burden, 
being employed in the defence of thofe that 
pay them, who purchafe their fecurity, lives; 
and eftates, with that fmall pittance, Which, iU 
a moderate and well regulated tax, falls to every 
man's ihare to difburfe : That he had aflembled 
them to confult their own conveniency, and 
therefore expedted their anfwer would be fuit« 
able to their common intereft. The fird that 
fpoke were his creatures and ininiftersr faying; 
*^ The propoiition was fo good and juft, it car* 
** tied along with it its anfwer and conceflion i 
** That all was due to the fupport of the prince* 
^* flind defence of the country, and therefore ht 
'* might contrivei according to his pleafure, ta 
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^ lay whatever taxes he thought fit on his fub-* 
•* jeds, becaufe all that they paid was for their 
M own intereft and fecurity ; aiod confequently 
M the greater the burdens he laid upon them, 
^ the more he would convince them of the con-- 
** fidence he repofed in their loyalty, and the 
<* greater would be their honour." The ciar 
beard them with fatisfaflion, but not without 
fome miftruft, and therefore ordered the com- 
mons to anfwer for themfelves. - They, whilft 
the courtiers harangued, had privately whifper* 
cd about, and pitched on one to be their fpeak- 
tr, and deliver their fentiments. He having 
taken a convenient place, faid, ^ Great Sir, 
^ your dutiful fubjedls, whofe mouth I am, ren«' 
^ der you their mod humble thanks for your 
^ care in protecting and defending them; they 
^ yield a blind obedienci to your will, and 
^ wholly fubmit themfelves to your pleafure, as 
^ becomes a people born under your jurifdidtioni; 
? who have ingrafted in them a hereditary love 
^ and reverence for you ; and they beg leave to 
^ put you in mind, it is their glory they have 
^ made this appear during your whole reign, 
*^ which God long continue over us ; they are 
^ fenfible you make their protedlion your care; 
** and that it is that which makes you defcend 
*^ from being a fovereign over them and theit 
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" fortunes, to become a father to every one/ a 
*^ teftimony of your goodnefs which they infi- 
* •• nitely value. They arc not ignorant of the 
*f many preffing and unexpected accidents which 
** bring upon you unavoidable expcnces, not to 
^ be fpared with honour to you, or fafety to 
^ them, and they are convinced you are too far 
f^ exhaulled to defray them. I, in name of all 
•• your fubjedls, freely offer all they poffefs with- 
••out referving anything, but mud alfo offer 
•• two things to your coniideration. The one 
•* is, that if you now take all your fubjccfls have, 

V you will, drain that fource which is always to 

V fupply you and your heirs ; and if you undo 
••them, you do that which you fear your ene- 

.Ymiesfliould do; and the confequence is fo 
•• much the more fatal to you, by how much 
•• their being ruined by the enemy, is dut)ious, 
••and by you certain; and they who advifc 
•• you to deftroy yourfelf, to prevent being de- 
•• ftroyed, are rather penfioners to the enemy, 
^ than faithful counfellors to you. Remember 
•• the countryman (in JEfop) to whom Jove 

V gavfi a hen that every day laid an egg of 
•• gold for bis maintenance. He fuffcring him* 

* •* felf to be deluded by avarice, fancied, that a 
•• fowl that laid every day a golden egg, muft 
••have xich mines ;of that metal within her; 
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** and therefore thought it better to feize all at 
^ once» than receive ic by little and little. The 
'* gods having fo ordered it, he killed the hen, 
" and was left without the treafure or the egg. 
•• Do not you, great Sir, verify this fable of the 
^ philofopher, for if you do, you will become a 
^ fable to your people. A prince of a poor 
^ people is rather a poor man, or poverty itfelf, 
'* than a prince. He who enriches his fubjeds, 
*' has as many treafures as his fubjedls. He who 
^* impoveridies them has fo many hofpitals ; he 
^ has as many terrors as men, and fewer men 
*Uhan enemies. Riches may be forfaken at 
*• any time, but poverty cannot. We feldom 
*• endeavour to quit the former, but always the 
'• latter. The other thing I offer to your con- 
*• fidcration is, that your prefent wants proceed 
'* from two caufes, one, the immenfe frauds and 
^ depredations of thofe about you ; the other, 
•* the prefent extraordiniary emergencies. There 
^ is no doubt but the firll named is the fore« 
"nioft as to time ; and whether it be not the 
^ greatcfl:, belongs to you to examine. Divide, 
•• therefore, the fupply you require as you fliall 
^' tbmk fit, laying one part on thofe who have 
** made a property of your revenues, and the 
** other as a tax upon your fubjecls, and then 
f! none but a traitor can complain.*' Thus had 
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he fpoke when the hour began, and the czar 

rifing upt faid, ** Let him that hath taken it 

•• from' nie rellorc what is wanting of what I 

f^ had, and what is wanting after that let my 

^ people pay ; and that this may not be delay* 

^* ed, all you and your friends, who at a diftance 

^ like fpongers hav6 fucked my revenue, (hall 

** be left as you were when you came to my 

** fervice, only allowing your falaries.** So 

great and univerfal was the joy of the com. 

mons, hearing this juft decree of the czar, that 

they unanimoufly gave him the title of Au« 

guftus, and kneeling before him, faid, *' As an 

^* acknowledgment we agree to pay whatfoevcr 

** you ihall impofe upon us ; and that done, 

^* will of our own accord double the fum ; and 

^ ordain, that this free offering may remain as 

** a perpetual duty, payable every time you 

^* ihall refume what has been taken from you, 

*^ whereby it will come to pafs, that covetous 

*' men will be afraid to receive what you freely 

*• give them." 

The Hollanders, who are beholden to the 
fea for the ground they live on, which is only 
fome fcraps of land they have ilolen from it, 
under the fhelter of heaps of clay, they call 
dikes; having quelled their inteftine broils by 
an univerfal trade, after they had ereAed tbem< 



AKO TtUL HOUR OF ALL MEN. 167 

fclves into a free (latei and extended their terri« 
torieSi pretending to be the firft begotten of the 
Qcean, and conceiting that the fea, vfhxch gave 
them the land It once covered, for their habita« 
^on, would not refufe them that which com* 
pafles it ; having covered it with ihipj, and peo- 
pled it with pirates, rcfolved at once in feveral 
places to encroach upon the eafl and weft. They 
go to our fleets for gold and lilver, as our fleets 
go for it to the Indies. They look upon it as 
the cheaper and fliorter way to take it from 
thofe that bring it, than from the earth that 
produces it. The negligence of an admiral, or 
the favour of a ftorm, furnifh them with plate 
at an eafler rate than the mines could do. In 
thefe undertakings they have been forwarded, 
favoured, and afTidcd by all the princes of £u« 
rope, who behold the grandeur of the Spanifh 
monarchy with envious eyes. Encouraged by 
thefe powerful fupports, they have cftablifhed a 
trade in India, fettled commerce in Jaj^an, and 
ftill perfifting, after many difappointments, have 
at length poflfeiTed themfelves of the beft part of 
Brazil ^, where they have not only the power 

f^ This was wrote before the conclufion of the peace be- 
twixt Spain and Holland, when the Dutch flood poffefled of 
a great part of BraxDi and invaded the Portuguefe conquefta 
ia India. , .. 
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of government, but the profit of the fugar and 
tobacco, which enriches them and beggars us» 
In this place, which is the inlet to the £a(l and 
Weft Indies, they refide like cormorants, ready 
to fwallow ihips and whole fleets^ alarming Peru 
and Fotofi ; for that it appears by geography, 
that they may gradually, without wetting their 
feet, (leal to thofe mountains, if weary of the 
fea, they (hould think much to creep along the 
coaft down to Kio de la Plata, and Buenos 
Ayres, and to fccure to themfelves the Straits 
of Magellan. That world devouring aflembly 
(at confulting over a terreflial globe and fea 
chart, with a pair of compaifes, leaping over 
climes and countries, and making choice of pro« 
Tinces that were none of their own, and among 
them the penfioner with a pair of fcilTors in his 
hand, ready to cut the world according to bis 
fancy. In this pofture they were when the hour 
began, and a decripid old fellow fnatching the 
fciiibrs out of his hand, laid, ** Gluttons, who are 
•• greedy of provinces, always die for want of 
** digeftion ; no furfeit fo dangerous as that of 
*f dominion. The Romans, from a narrow fpot 
** of ground, too little tofow half a bufliclof 
** corn, fwallowed ijp all their neighbours; and 
** extending their avarice, brought the whole 
^* world under the yoke of their firlt plough; 
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^ and it being certain, that whofoever pours 
'^ hiaifelf out, wades as mnch as he extends ; fo 
^ they no fooner had much to lofe, but they bc- 
^ gan to lofe much ; for ambition gathers more 
♦• than force can prefcrve. Whilft they were 
^ poor they conquered the rich, who making 
^» them rich, and being left poor, took to them- 
** felves tlie cuftoms inherent to poverty, infeft- 
^* ing them with thofe of riches and luxury, and 
^•by that means deftroyed them, revenging 
" themfelvcs on them with the very riches they 
« gave them. The Afiyrians, Greeks, and Ro- 
^ mans arc fo many ficeletons to inilrudl us ; it 
^ is fitter for us to take warning by, than to 
** imitate thofe ruined monarchies. The more 
^ we raife our fmall weight, and the nearer we 
•• bring it in the * Roman balance of power, to 
^ the gpcat mafs we would outweigh, the lefs 
^ v/e (liall appear ; but the more we draw it 
** back, the better our fmall portion will turn 
^ the vad weight that ftands againil it ; and if 
^* we draw back to the lad notch, one pound of 
'^ ours will poife a thoufand of theirs. Trajano 
^ Boccalini hinted at this fecret in the weight 
^' of his politic touchdone, and it is verified in 
^ the monarchy of Spain, from which we aim to 

* The ftillyard, wliich weighs great or (mall tlungi by 
putting forwaird or drawipg back the weight upon the betm. 

Vol. II. 1 
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•• draw away weight, which added to ours, will 
** diminifh it by the addition. Of fubjeds to 
*' become a free (late was prodigious ; to keep 
** ourfelves fo, is a worlQ that requires all our 
^* application. Franefe and England, which af. 
** fiftcd us to cut off from Spain that part of its 
*• dominion which was formidable to them, will 
" not, for the fame reafon, permit us to fwell to 
** that greatnefs they may have caufe to fear 
*' us. The axe which joins to itfelf all it cuts 
•* off from the tree, will not be efteemed an ufe- 
** fill inllrument, but rather an encumbrance. 
" They will bear with us as long as they think 
^' we ft and in need of them, but if once they 
** imagine they can have occafion for us, they 
*' will meditate our ruin and deftrudion. He 
'' who fees a beggar, on whom he has beftowed 
^' alms, grow rich, cither afks him to refund or 
** lend. We can gain nothing, but what the 
** princes who look on will covet for themfelves. 
*^ As they defpife the neighbour tliat is upon 
** the lofing, fo they fear him that is upon the 
•• getting hand. We by difperfing, aft for the 
^^ king of Spain againft ourfelves; for Hiouldhe, 
:^'to divide and weaken us, wilfully lofe the 
^f countries we take from him, it were in him a 
, ^* ftratagero and no lofs ; : and he will never be 
** ib able to take what we have, as when he has 
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^ fuflfered us to take what he has fo far from 
** bim and us. Brazil rather fucks and unpeo* 
** pies Holland, than (Irengthens it. It is enough 
•• for thieves not to reftore what they have ftolen, 
^ without continuing their thefts for ever, which 
*' fooncr prefers them to the gallows than to the 
** throne." The penlioner fnatching back the 
fciflbrs in a pet, faid, " Though Rome loft it- 
" fclf, yet Venice holds out, and was at firft but 
•* a town-ftealer, as we are. The gallows you 
'* fpeak of is oftener the lot of the unfortunate 
"than of robbers ; and all the world over, the 
*• great thief hangs the little one. He that picks 
'* a pocket is ever a thief; he that ftole provin* 
f^ ccs and kingdoms was always a king; the right 
** of monarchs is in the longeft fword. It is na« 
*' tural for one to be engendered out of the cor* 
" ruption of another, he that is corrupted, is 
*' the caufe of him that is engendered. A car- 
^ cafs complains not of the worms that eat it, 
" becaufe it breeds them. Let every man look 
" to himfelf that he does not putrify^ other* 
** wife he will be father to his own worms. All 
" things confume, but the fmall fooner than the 
** greater. When it fliali tame to pafs that they- 
'<*• fear who pitied us, we will pity them we fear- 
'* ed, which is a good exchange. ' If we can, let 
J* us be what they are, who were what wx are. 

I a 
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All the hints you have given are good ; let 
not the kings of France and England hear of 
^' them ; but do you put us in mind hereafter, 
'*'for that is an obftacle in the beginning^ which 
•• proves good advice in the end.** 

The great Duke of Tufcany, who by adding 
five letters, which compofe the word Great, to 
his title, has gained the ill will of all other prin. 
ces, was private in his clofet with a fervant whom 
-he intruded with his greatefl fecrets. They dif. 
courfed of the beauty of his cities, the greatnef$ 
of his territories, the trade of Leghorn, and the 
oriiStories obtained by his galleys. From this 
they changed fubje£t, and fell upon the great 
honour his family had attained to, being allied 
to molt monarchs and princes of Europe, by its 
matches with France, whereby the kings of 
France, Spain, and Great Britain, were, by the 
mother's fide, defcended fiom it. Thus were 
they difcourfing when the hour began, and the 
fervant, as it were in a prophetic rapture, faid, 
^ Sir, your highnefs of a private citizen was 
** made a prince. Remember man : Whilft yoa 
** was content to be a prince, you was the rich- 
** eft among them, and now you look upon your- 
** felf as father-in-law of kings, and fon-in-'Iaw 6f 
** emperors. You are duft; and if you happen 
'* tb be fitther- in-law to France, and the curfes 
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^ of match-making fall upon you, to dud you 
•* fhall return. Your country is fruitful, your 
^ cities wealthy, your perts full of trade, your 
'* galleys fuccefsful, your alliances great, and on 
**allthere accounts your ilate is truly regal; 
^ but this minute I have difcovered in it fuch 
^ (lains as fully and lefTen the value of it, which- 
^ are thefe ; the remembrance the fubjcAs re-^ 
'* tain that once they were equals ; the republic 
** of Lucca, which ftarted up in the midft of us; 
^ the garrifons the King of Spain has* in Tuf* 
^ cany; and the addition of the title Great to- 
*'that of Duke, which all your neighbours 
•* envy." The Duke, who before had not re- 
flcAed upon any of thefe things, faid, '* What 
^ method fhall I ufe to take out thefe ftaina ?'' 
The fervant anfwered, ^* They are fo grounded 
** in. It is impofiible to take them out without^ 
^ cutting off the piece, which is a remedy worfe 
^ than the difeafe, becaufe it is better to be 
^ ftained than ragged. If the ftains I fpeak of* 
^ be taken out with the. piece, your highnefs will 
^ fcarce have a rag left, but will be rent to tat* 
^ ters. The nature of thefe ftains is, they are- 
)^ cleanfed by finking in deeper, and not by be* 
^ ing taken out» Your highnefs muft make ufe 
^ of fafting-fpittle, and fuck in by little and lit* 
*^ tie ; and what you now fpend in portions fop 

I 3 
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^ queens, lay it out in flopping the eyes and ears 
" of thofe who obferve you.'* 

The moft ferene republic of Venice, which 
in regard of its great wifdom and prudence, is 
as it were the brain of Europe where the judg« 
inent refides, was alTembled in full fenate. That 
aflerably was compofed of feveral founds, fome 
more folid, others more quick, the common dif* 
ference betwixt old and young, yet all (kilful, 
fome by experierxe, and others by information, 
making together fuch a harmony, that all the 
princes in the world dance to their muiic. The 
Doge, crowned head of that powerful free na« 
tion, fat on a high throne with three counfellors 
on each fide ; on his right was one chief of 
the Quarantie, and on the left two ; next thefe 
!\\'ere the fecretaries who count the balls, and in 
their places Hood two officers, whofe bufinefsit 
is. to gather them. The filence was (lupendous 
in fo numerous an aflembly, and fo far exceeded 
that of a defert ; it was hard to perfuade the 
eyes, but that the audience was made up of (la- 
tues and not of men, fo very mute were the 
very difeafes in the old, and fo bridled the fierce- 
nefs of rhe young. At length the doge broke 
the lilence with thefe words : ** Malice brings 
*^ difcord into the .world ; double dealing con- 
^' tinues it. and diflimulation makei him tba 



AND THfi HOUR OF ALL MEN. 1 75 

^ fows it beloved even by him that fuffers b/ 
'* it. The wars wc have occafioned among our 
** friends, not thofe we made with our enemies, 
•• have given us peace and vidory. Wc fliall 
'* be free fo long as we employ others in fubdu* 
.^' ing one another. Our light fprings from dif- 
** fention ; we are like the fpurk that is produ* 
** ced from tlie flriking of flint and lleeL The 
*' more nionarchs batter one another, the more 
" we (hine. Italy, fince the decay of the em« 
^* pire, is like to a rich and beautiful heirefs, 
'* who, her parents dying, was left to the care 
^ of guardians and trullecs, and defires to be 
^ married. But the truftees having divided her 
*' fortune between themfelves, and being loth to 
'' reftore, and covetous to keep what they have, 
" fome of them mifreprefent her to the King of 
*' Spain, who courts her ; and the others to the 
•* King of France, who alks her in marriage, at 
** the fame time finding thofe faults in the fuic« 
*• ors which they fee in themfelves. Tliefe falfe 
** tiuflees are the princes of Italy, and among 
'* them it is not to be denied, but that we alfa 
" have feized a great part of her fortune. The 
*• two fviirors now prefs hard to carry their miC- 
•* trefs. We have made ufe of ihe King of France 
*' to put by the Catholic King, who being fo near 
'* a neighbour in Naples and Milan, makes figns 

14 
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*' (0 her, and from his own windows overlooks 
" her. The Moft Chriftian King, who being at a 
'* diftance, could not gallant, nor fo much as fee 
" her, and therefore made love by letter : Now, 
** by the aflfiAance of Savoy, Mantua, and Farma, 
*' and his approach to Fignerol, he ogles and 
** courts her, and this obliges us to cheat him 
^* of her. This is eafy to dp, becaufe there is 
'' lefs trouble in calling out the French, than in 
*' bringing them in ; they expel others with 
•• their fury, and themfclves with their haughti- 
** nefs. However, this fnare mud be fo laid, 
^ that at the fame time we break the match, wc 
** may receive thanks for promoting it. The 
** Molt Chriftian King hasbent his thoughts upon 
** Lorrairi ^, his fuccefs in Germany is dubious, 
*' and fubjedls poor, which things difcourage his 
^ partifans in Italy, fo that wc Ihall not find any 
^ great difficulty in attaining our ends, for his 
** own motions will difguife ours, and we need 
^ not raife jealoufies in thofe that have confided 
** in him, fince their repentance faves us that 
** labour. It is my opinion we fliall fubdue the 
^* King of France by encouraging him to go on 
M in his great undertakings, and by heightening 

* Hehasiince gained it (Anno 1742) as a revenue for 
King Staniflans, though after his deceafe, h is to be anna* 
Cil to the ierowa of France* 
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<« his credulity. Our utmoft endeavours xnuH: 
^ be ufed to raife the efteem he has of his fa* 
^ vourite ; for this man who takes from him all 
'* that he adds to himfelf, leflens him as he grows 
^ great. As long as the fubjedl has the afcend* 
^ ant over his king, and the king is fubjedt to his * 
** fervanti the fubjedl will be hated as a traitor, 
** and the king undervalued as of a mean fpirit. 
^ The way to dcftroy a king publicly with fnfe- - 
*' ty, is to (land up for his favourite. I know* 
^ not whether Ravilliac was more fatal to his 
^ father, than Richlipu has been to him. This 
V I know, that betwixt them they have robbed ^ 
^^ him of both parents, the firft of his father, the * 
>* fecond of his mother. May Richlieu conti- 
'* nuc, for he is like a difeafe, which by conti-^ 
** nuance either confumcs itfelf, or him that en* 
^ dures it. It is rcquifite we cad an eye upon « 
** the fucceffion of the crown of France *, which > 
"is like to fall to the king's brother, whofe ge« 
'^ nerous nature we have reafon to hope we may 
^ impolc upon. He is like a fire that may be : 
*' blown, away, yet kindles itfelf. He is dif- 
'' obliged at the favours he receives, whereby 
** he has offended the king of Spain, and fown ^ 

• 

* Lewis the Thirteenth had tliat time no iflue, and confe* - 
i^uently it wai fuppofed the crown would dcvoltre tahii bro«*" 
thcr the Duke of Orlctnt^ 

Is 
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*Mhc feeds of diflention, which we may improve 
** to our benefit. France is diflatisfied at the 
•* prime miniftcr*8 pretending to be of the blood 
'• royal, which he claims by forged genealogies, 
^^ and is difgufted to fee all places of profit and 
^* trufl in the hands of his kindred and friends, 
^* They remember the beheading of Montmo. 
*^ rency, and the banifhing fo many great men; 
** and they fufpeA that violence, and not right, 
'* will take place in the fucc^flion to the crown. 
*' The affairs of Germany are pall compofmg, 
^* the Palatine being difpofTeifed, the Duke of 
** Lorrain outed, and the Duke of Saxony and 
*' other Froteftants of the empire confpiring a« 
^* gainfl the houfe of Auftcia. Italy fcems to de« 
** fpair of peace by reafon of the garrifons the 
^ French have withia it. The King of Spain 
f^ has his hands full with the Dutch, who have 
;V taken what he had in Holland, and aim to rob 
** him of what he has, being already poiTefTed of 
** the befl part of Brafil, which furniflies their 
** llcets with the tradft of fugar,. tobacco, and 
^ firafil wood, and having fortified themfelves in 
** one of the Leeward Iflands. Befides all this, 
** he is engaged to fupport the Emperor, and 
** maintain the flate of Milan againii the French. 
^ We, like the fpring in a ftricking watch, mud 
^ move thefc hands every hour and every mo« 
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. ^ ment, without being perceivedi continually 
*^ founding abroad without ever turning back. 
^ r^'Our politics work like the glaflmakers, who 
/' blow things into forixi, and we fow fire to prow 
/* duce ice." Hither was he come when the 
hour began, the wonderful influence whereof 
infpiring the politic brain of a republican of the 
Capi Duobi^ made him difcourfe to this eflcA : 
• ^ Venice is the very figure and refemblance of 
•* Pontius Pilate.'* Probo^ " Pilate, out of mere 
/* policy, condemned thejuft, and wafhed his 
. /' hands :'* Ergo^ '^ Pilate difmilTed Barabbas, 
( /* who was fedition itfelf, and apprehended Jefus 
. ** tliat was peace itfelf." Ij^kur^ *• Pilate pofw 
" tively faid, Wlnt I have written, I have writ- 
.** ten." Tenet confequentia. " Pilate delivered 
^ the peace and fafety of the world to muti>- 
•* neers, to be crucified." Non poteji negarU AU 
the alTembly mide a cry, and fell into confufion, 
the Doge ordered the republican, nem. con. to 
be put into irons,, and that his genealogy fliould 
be inquired into, for that it was viilble he was 
fbme W9y defcended from fomebody that de« 
pended on another, who was a friend to fome 
one that was acquainted with' fome perfon that 
came' from another that had fomcthing of a 
Spaniard. 

.« The mod illuArious Duke of Genoa afTembled 

16 
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the fenate of that republic, to give audience to 
his Mod Chrlflian Majefty's ambaflTador, who 
harrangued them to this cffeA : ** Mod ferene 
•* republic, the king my maftcr,^ who Has always 
•• had the fame, regard for the liberty of Italy, 
** as to the majefty of his own crown ; endea* 
** vouring to fupport it with all his power, and 
** lealous for your good, without aiming at any 
** other intereft, but that of the fbveral princes, 
** who there poflefs the mod beautiful part of 
** the world, has commanded me, in his name, 
** to put you in mind, that he, as a moil dutiful 
** fon of the church, and good neighbour to all 
** the princes about him, is willing to juftify his 
^ proceedings before you ; and make known 
^ his good will and aflfedlion to all the red. You 
'• better know what you endure than we, who 
*' only hear or fee at a didance. You have been 
^ long in continual wars, proceeding from your 
** controverfies with the Duke of Savoy, whofe 
** neighbourhood was ever troublefome, and a 
** caufe of jealoufy to you; wherein his Catholic 
«• Majefty dood by you, under the title of Ar- 
** bitraton This has given you occafion to be- 
^* hold the plains overflowed with blood, and co« 
^* vered with dead bodies ; cities ruined with 
^ long fieges and dorms ; the country devoured 
^ by quartering of foldiers; your territories over« 
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^ run by Germans^ a fierce nation, attended by 
*^ herefy in fpirituab, and plague and famine in 
" temporals. You will not find the king, my 
<< mafter, any way concerned in the introducing 
'I of thefe calamities ; for he has only fupported 
«< the weaker fide, not with a defign it (hould 
" grow more powerful by viftory, but that de- 
'* fending itfelf, the adverfary might not become 
" more formidable, that fo every man*s right 
** might fubfift, and be fupported; and Monfer* 
** rat, which has been the original of all thefe 
*' troubles, might not become the reward of any 
*< man's ambition. . To this purpofe he has 
'^maintained mighty armies, and fometimes 
^ headed them in perfon, overcoming the dif* 
** ficulties of winter fnows on the Alps, to make 
** way to relieve you, and returned triumphant 
** with no other profit but this glory. Now all 
*' the world is in diftradtion, fince the fupport- 
'* ing of you has made him powerful enemies in 
'* all parts, he flatters himfelf with the hopes, 
** that this republic will look upon him as no 
^i lefs a friend than the king of Spain, in regard 
*' to the liberty of its parts, for by obferving an 
•• exad neutrality, you will fliow you are fen- 
'* lible of the king my mafter's goodly zeal, and 
'' the juftice of his arms.'* The Duke perceiving 
the ambaffador had ended his fpeecbi anfwered 
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thus : ** We blefs God that we can do no more 
** than what we have hitherto done towards fer. 
^ ving his Mod Chridian Majefty with true zeal 
•*♦ and affedlion. We have been eye witneflcs 
** of what you have faid» and it ia eafy to per. 
*^ fuade men to believe what they fee. It is 
** true, this confidence might be fomewhat di<* 
** flurbed by your king's countenancing, in the 
** relief of Aldiguerre, the troubles the Duke of 
* ** Savoy raifed,. to ruin/ or at lead difturb this 
*^ commonwealth, which, had it not been relieved 
^ by his Catholic Majefty, mu(t have been ia 
** great diilrefs} befides that, it might be alarm*^ 
'* ed at the French pofTelTing themfelves of Fig«- 
*^ neroli Sufa, and Cafal in Italy y not unlike 
^* thofe, who, under colour of parting a fray, run 
*^ away with the cloaks of thofe that quarrel; 
** and to add to this jealoufy, his Mod Chridiaa 
*' Majedy has been to the Duke of Lorrain like 
*^ a fmoky chimney, which turns a man out of 
** his houfe with tears in his eye»« However, 
'^ without regarding, thefe anions, we are, and 
^ ever fhall be mod truly af&Aionate to bis 
.^* crown, as far as is confident with the great 
*^ obligations this republic, and all the members 
*' of it owe to the monarch of Spain, by whofe 
*• power we arc proteAed, . by whofe grandeur 
«* wc are enriched,, and in whofe Uncerity and 
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•« piety we reft fecurc ; and therefore, that wc. 
^ may come to a refolution, as to the point of 
^ neutrality you demand ; it is requifite we af« 
** femble in council all the members of this com- 
*' monweahh, who are the fupport of our com- 
♦* mcrce." The ambaflador and fenate approved 
of it| which was done, with orders to the mef- 
fenger to acquaint them to what end they were 
furomoned, and that they muft appear imroe*- 
diately. The officer obeyed his orders, deliver- 
ed his meiTage, and requiring their fpeedy com* 
pliance. 

The hour came upon them juft then, and the 
Genoefe growing into a fume, bid the meflen- 
ger tell the Mod Serene Duke, ** That having 
^^ heard the propofal. made in the King of 
^ France's name, and being about to go to 
^ obey his commands, they found themfelves 
.*' fo entangled in the Spani(h funds, that they 
^ were not able to ftir ; yet would have gone 
** to wait on him with thofe funds at their tails, 
^ but that they were fixed in Naples and Sicily, 
^ and rivetted to the revenues of Spain : That 
** they could not but acquaint his Serenity that 
** the King of France was like one that rows in 
^^ a boat, who turns his back to the place he is 
^* going to, and draws towards him, and there- 
!' foreit became him to look out iharp/' : The 
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xxielTenger returning^ delivered his anfwer with 
an audible voice : The ambafTador took fnuff, 
and was out of countenance, fetting his hat and 
Vfig to be gone : The Duke, to nettle him the 
more, faid, '* Tell his Mod Chriftian Majcfty, 
*^ that iince this republic cannot ferve him as 
** he defireSt they promife him, that in cafe he 
^ continues his refolution of entering Italy, an 
•* anniverfary for the fouls of the French, that 
*' (hall happen to go bear thofe company, who 
•• made a churchyard of the wood of Pavia, pa- 
** ving it with (kulls, and to bear his maje(ly*s 
^* charges all the while he fliall be prifoner in 
** the duchy of Milan, and an hundred thou- 
** fand ducats ready money towards his ranfom. 
** And do you take that biftory of the Emperor 
*• Charles V. to divert you by the way» after 
** which it may ferve your great king for an iti- 
•* nerary ." The Frenchman in a paffion replied, 
** You have fpoken like good and loyal fub- 
^* jedls of the Catholic King, whom thofe very 
** funds you talk of, and for which you refufe 
*^ me a neutrality, have made his tranfmarin6 
** and foreign flaves and vaflals.** 

The heretical Germans, among whom there 
are as many herefies as men, who confume 
themfelves in fupporting the tyranny of the 
Swedes, and the treachery of the EleAors of 
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Saxony and Brandenburg^ and' the Landgrave 
of Heflfe, perceiving tbemfelves infeded with 
the French difeafe, refolved to cure them* 
felves at once. Confidering that the ialiyation 
of fo many pad calamities, nor the flux they 
were put into at NorlingueOt nor the many 
bleedings, ufque ad animi deUquium^ of lb many 
overthrows, had availed nothing, they gathered 
all the phyficians, chemifts, and mountebanks 
they could find, and having made known to 
them their di(lemper» afked their advice there- 
upon. Some were of opinion, that the only 
remedy was to purge out the French humours 
that were crept into their bones. Others af« 
firming the diftemper lay altogether in their 
heads, prefcribed medicines to carry off the hu- 
mour, and difcharge them of dull notions, by 
the help of Hippocrates's Tetragonumt fo much 
applauded by Galen, to which the fmoke of to-* 
bacco exa(flly anfwers. Others more fuperflx- 
tious, and magically inclined, affirm it was no 
natural difeafe they were troubled with, but 
were exagitated by evil fpirits, and that as per- 
fons polfelTed they flood in need of exorcifms. 
In the midll of the learned difpute the hour 
began, and a phyfician of Prague, with an audi« 
ble voice, faid, ** There is no cure for this dif* 
^ eafe of the Germans, becaufe all their maUu 
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^ dies and diftempers are only to be cured with 
^ a regular diet ; and as long as Luther and 
^* Calvin keep their taverns open, and they have 
** thirfty throats, and as long as they do not ab* 
** (lain from the French cooks-fliops and baw« 
** dy-houfes, they will never be fo temperate as 
•* they ought to be.*' 

The Grand Seignior, or Emperor of theTurb, 
a monarch raifed by the forgeries and deceit of 
Mahomet to a vaft dominion, fummoned toge« 
ther all his vifiers, baQiaws, beglerbegs, generals, 
and other eminent men of his mighty porte, alt 
or moft of them being renegades, as alfo the 
Chriftiah captives, who, lying in perpetual ilave« 
ry, fuffer a lingering death in the feven towers 
of Conftantinople, without hope of redemption, 
by reafdn of the pride of that haughty monxircb, 
Vfho looks upon jt as a diminution of his gran- 
deur to ranfom Haves, and deems that heavenly 
virtue of mercy as proper only to the vulgar. 
The concourfe was therefore extraordinary, and 
greater the expedation of all men, becaufe there 
had been iio precedent of fuch an aflcmbly in 
the memory of man. The Grand Seignior look- 
ing on it as too great a condefcenfion that bis 
voice (hould be heard, or his perfon feen by bis 
fubjedts, being feated on a lofty throne behind 
a 6urtaln» which allowed only fome fcant pat 
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fage to the lights made a fign to the aflembly 
to give ear to what things one of the * Mori- 
fco8| who had been expelled Spain, oflfered to 
bim by way of advice. The Morifco, after pro- 
(Irating himfelf at the Emperor's feet, arofe again 
and faid, ** We the true and conftant Mahome« 
'* tans, who, through the courfe of a tedious 
*• captivity in Spain, have for many years pri- 
^ vately entertained in our hearts the law of the 
•* prophet defcended from Agar, humbly ac- 
** knowledging the unparalleled goodnefs of the 
" almighty monarch of the world, the great 
*• Emperor of the Turks, in receiving us the mi- 
*' ferable relics of that expulfion, have refolveil 
*' among ourfelves to do his Mod Potent Ma« 
^'jefty fome coniiderable fervice, which mud 
** be grounded on our knowledge and experi* 
^ ence, having no fortunes to offer, as being a 
^ *' multitude dripped of all we poffeffed. To 
^ this effetfl, the firft thing we propofe is, that 
^* for the honour of our nation, and as a reward 
** to our invincible generals and commanders, 
*' in continuing the memory of their exploits, 
'' it is convenient that, after the manner of 

* The Morifcos were the race of the Moon in Spain, mod 
whereof were counterfeit Cbriftians, and confpired to bring in 
the Moors again, for which reafon they were all expelled by 
King Philip III. 
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** Greece, Rome, and Spain, colleges and «ni« 
'^ verfities be eredted, and rewards be ailigned 
** to learning, for by it, after the death of the 
** monarchs, and extirpation of the monarchies, 
** the Greek and Latin languages dill glorioufly 
^* furvivc, and in them, in fpite of death, do dill 
** flourifl) their heroic adions, virtues, and names, 
** being refcued from the oblivion of the grave 
** by thofe (ludies which enriched their minds, 
'* and^ade their nations ceafe to be barbarous. 
^ The fecond propofition is, that the laws and 
'^ cudoms of the Romans be received, fo far 
^* forth as they are not diredlly oppofite to out 
*^ law, to the end that policy may be advanced, 
*^ diforders fupprefTed, virtue rewarded, vice pu« 
^ nifhed, and the diflribution of juftice may be 
**" fo eftablilhed, that neither affeiftion, malice, 
^ nor bribery, may have place, but fure and 
** univcrfal method be fettled in all parts. The 
^* third is, that for our greater benefit in fight, 
** cur crooked, fimitars be changed for Spa* 
^* nifh tucks, becaufe they are more handy ci- 
** ther to defend or offend, the great circular 
•* motion of cutting being faved by thrufting, 
** by }vhich means, whenever we have come to 
** handiblows with the Spaniards, we have fu« 
*^ ftained unfpeakable lofs, that nation exceed- 
^ ing all others in handling their rapier ; and 
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^ befides, the Avords are lighter of carriage, and 
*< cafier to wield. The fourth, that to prefervc 
«* health, and recover it when impaired, the ufe 
^ of wine be by all means allowed, becaufe mo- 
<< derately taken, it is the bed vehicle of nutri- 
<<ment, and mod efHcacious medicine. It is 
«< alfo a rich fund to increafe the Grand Scig. 
*^ nior*s and his fubjcds revenues, there being 
^ feveral liquors produced by the grape which 
*' create a condderable trade. Nay, it is more 
** powerful and cfTedlual than opium to raife the 
'* fpirits and excite the blood to bold underta- 
** kings. Neither ought the prohibition in our 
" law, which has been already partly difpenfed 
^* with, to be any hinderance, until a proper in- 
" terpretation to our purpofe may be found. 
^ For the putting all we have propofcd in eke* 
'* cution, we offer to furniih fchemes and direc- 
** tors, who (liall carry it on without any charge 
*' or trouble to the public ; and are aifured it 
^ will add much to the grandeur and glory of 
^ all the Great Emperor of Conftantinople's do- 
.••minions.'* ; " > ■ ' 

iScarce had he uttered the laft word, when 
Sinan .BafTa, a renegado, ftarted' up, foaming 
•with' rage, and faid, *' If all' the devils in hell 
'^ had confpired againft the Turkifli monarchy, 
^' they eould not havQ invented four fuch cur* 
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**fed plagues as have been propofed by this 
*' Morifco dog, who, among Chriftians, was an 
** ill Mahometan, and would be an ill Chridian 
" among the Turks. Thcfe fellows would have 
** rebelled in Spain, and here they would deftroy 
*• us. The reafon for expelling them there was 
*' not greater than this ; it will be convenient 
•' wc revenge ourfelves on thofc who fent them 
*' among us, by returning them back. Don 
** John of Auftria had not more deftrudive de« 
^* figns againd our power, when at Lepanto, 
** opening the veins of fo many Janifaries, he 
'^ caufed the fifli to fwim in blood, and made a 
«* new red fea not inferior to the old. The Per- 
*^ fian green turban doth not more malicioufly 
** aim at the overthrow of our empire ; nor did 
** D. Peter Giron, Dukeof OlTuna, and Viceroy 
** of Naples and Sicily, with his fleets and land 
** forces, and terror of his name, more fiercely 
** endeavour to obliterate the memory of our 
<* half-moons, whofe light he often fuUied, when 
V our velTels fcarce thought themfelves fecure of 
** him at Pera and Conftantinople, than thoUt 
>' infernal dog, with thofe four propofitions has 
^ laboured to do. . HelUhound, monarchies are 
^ upheld by the (ame arts that ered them. 
.^ They have always been raifed by foldiers, and 
I* always corrupted by pedants. : Kings bold 
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«' their dominions by the fword, not by their 
«• books. Armies gain and defend them^ not 
^ univerfities. Vtdlories make them great and 
«• formidable, not arguments. Battles beftovv 
*^ kingdoms and crowns, learning caps and de« 
** grees. Whenever a (late begins to aflign re- 
'< wards for learning, dignities are conferred on 
^* drones.; craft is honoured, fubtilty exalted, 
^ and favour rewarded, and then the conqueror 
** depends on the doftor, the foldier on the 
'* fcholar, and the fvvord on the pen. The ig« 
** norance of the people is the greateft fccurity 
•• of princes. Learning, which inftrudls, makes 
^ them mutinous. Learned fubje As rather coq« 
'• fpirc than obey, rather examine their fove* 
** reign than refpcft him. No fooncr they un- 
'* derdand, but they dcfpife him. No fooner 
" can they know what liberty is, than they de- 
" fire it. They can judge whether he that 
, •• reigns is worthy to rule, and then begin to 
^ reign over the prince. Learning is the caufe 
^ that peace is fought after, becaufe it (lands in 
'* need of it ; and peace that is fought after 
^ draws on the mod dangerous war. No war 
^ is fo de(lru£tive, as that he endures who feems 
*'to covet peace; the latter fues with words 
^ and embalHes, and the former makes its ad« 
[\ vantage of the .fear that appears in the en* 
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^* treaties. When a nation affcdls fcholars and 
^* writers, goofe quills take place of fwords and 
^ mulkets* Ink in writing is more meritorious 
^* than blood fpilt. A flieet of paper figncd is 
*' of more force than armour proof again ft fliot; 
^* and the hand of a coward, by virtue of the 
*^ pen, extradls from the inkhorn honours, re- 
/' venues, titles, and grandeur. Many vile 
^' wretches wear the black robe. Many raife 
** eftates by their writings, and many great men 
** are defcended from fcribblers. Rome, when 
'^ beginning in a fmall circumference, fcarce big 
*• enough to fovv two buftiels of corn, it grew to 
''a vaft commonwealth, ufcd neither dodors 
** nor books, but foldiers and weapons. All 
'* there was violence, and no ftudy ; they ra- 
** vilhed the women they wanted, fubdued what 
** was near, and aimed at what, was farther oIF. 
^ No fooner did Cicero, Brutus, Hortenfius, and 
^* Cicfar, introduce harangues and declamations, 
** than they began feditions, and confpiring, dc^ 
** ftroyed one another, and others, themfelves, 
*' and even the commonwealth. The emperors 
•• and the empire were deftroyed, and over* 
•* thrown by the ambition of the orators. Even 
'* among birds only thofe fuffer imprifonment 
** in cages which talk and iing ; and the more 
^ peifcdiy they do it, the clofer they are kept. 
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«< Then the fchools were made the magazines 
^ againft arms ; orations fandiiied crimes, and 
•< condemned virtue ; and whilft the tongue 
<• reigned, triumphs were fubjcd to the power 
"of woirds. The Greeks fuffercd by the fame 
i* itch of learning ; they were proud of their 

V academies, which vied with their armies ; and 
" their philofophers were a plague to their ge« 
^ nerals. Wit became the judge of valour, and 
^f they grew rich in books, and poor in triumphs. 
** You fay their heroes dill live in their famous 
** authors, and their language ftill furvives, 
" though their monarcliy be cxtindl. The 
" fame happens to a dagger which wounds a 
^ man, which continues when the man is gone, 
" and yet that is no fatisfadion to the dead 

V man. It were better the monarchy furvived, 
^ though dumb, and without a language, than 
^ that the language fliould lad without a mo^ 
^'narchy. Greece and Rome are become 
^ echoes, forming in the hollow emptinefs of 
^ their majefty, not whole founds, but the very 
^extremities of abfent words. Thofe very 
^ authors that extolled them, could allot them* 
^ felves but fo fliort a life at the pleafure of the 
^ reader, that in fome it reaches only the un* 
^ derftanding, in others, goes not beyond curio^ 
*£ty« Spain, whofe people being in danger; 

Vol. n. . K 
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*^ were always prodigal of life, covetous of death, 
** and impatient of age, when, with unparalleled 
** refolution, it raifed its head out of ruin, grew 
to a mighty flame from fcattered embers, and 
became a prodigy from a flceleton, rather at- 
** tended to furnifli matter for writing than to 
** write, and to deferve praifes than to compofe 
*^ them. Their drums and trumpets fpoke for 
^* them, and all their fpeeches were repeated 
•* huzzas before battle. They furnifhed the 
" world with fubjcdl of admiration under Viri- 
atus and Sertorius ; they gained glorious vie* 
tories for Hannibal ; they obliged Caefar, who, 
*^ till then^ everywhere fought for honour, to 
'^ fight for his life, and they exceeded valour 
** and refolution itfelf at Numantia. Yet of 
•* thefe, and many other of their brave a^^ions, 
*• they write nothing,^ all was recorded by the 
** Romans. Their valour made ufe of foreign 
** pens ; they thought it enough for them to 
*' aA, and for the Latins to write. As long as 
** they knew not how to be hiftorians, they de- 
** ferved them. Artillery was not long fince 
'* invented to take off lives before fecured bjr 
'' diftance, to overthrow the ftrongeft walls, and 
'* to beftow vidlories by aim, not by true cou- 
** rage ; but prefently after was printing invent* 
^ ed ia oppofition to cannon ; it is metal agninft 



AND THE HOUR OF ALL MEN. X 95 

^ inetal» ink againft powder, and letters againft 
•• bullets. Wet powder takes no effeft, there 
*< is no doubt but it is moiftened by the ink 
^ that fends down orders to provide and difpofe 
••it. There is no doubt but there is a fcarcity 
^ of lead to make bullets, ever fince it is con- 
•• fumed in calling of letters. But it was bat- 
•• ties that gave us empire, foldiers gained the 
•• viAories, and the vidtpries the rewards, which 
•• ought always to be beftowed on thofe who 
♦• always made us triumph. They who called 
•• letters and arms fiders, knew nothing of their 
** pedigree, for no families are Icfs of kin than 
<* faying and doing. The (Iccl is never joined 
•• to the quill but to cut it ; but the quill, with 
*• thofe very wounds it receives from the fteel, 
•• revenges itfelf. Mod contemptible Morifco, 
*• it is our defire that among our adverfarics 
*• there be many learned, and among us many 
•* vidlorics, for it is vidtory over our enemies that 
•* we covet, and not their pradices. The fe- 
" cond thing you propofe is to receive the laws 
** of the Romans, which if once you had com- 
** palTed, you had ruined all. Our whole em« ^ 
'^ pire would run into confufion between plain* 
*' tiffs and defendants, and inferior and fuperior 
** judges^ and the people would be all taken up 
^ in the employments of counfellorsy folicitors, 

K2 
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^ attornies, clerks, apparitors, fergeants, and 
** other dependants of courts. Thus, M^ar, which 
*' now makes choice of men, will be forced to 
^* take up with the refufe of einbroilers of the 
'* nation ; and there will be more fuits, not be- 
*' caufe there will be more occafion, but becaufe 
** there will be more laws. Following our own 
*' methods^ we enjoy as much peace as we (land 
** in need of, and as much war as we pleafe to 
**make with our neighbours. The laws in 
** themfelves are juft and good, but where there 
** are lawyers they are dull and fenfelefs. This 
*' cannot be denied, fince the lawyers themfelves 
. *' own it as often as they impofe what fenfe 
•* they pleafe upon the law, fuppofing of itfclf 
** it has none. Every judge affirms he is an in« 
** terpreter of the law, and, by giving a niean- 
" ing to it, fuppofcs it has none. I, for mj 
'* part, am a renegado, and was a Chriftian, and 
*' do avouch, as an eye-witnefs, there is no law, 
** either civil or rational, but what has as man/ 
" meanings as there are lawyers, commentators, 
'* or judges, who give it fo many, that it proves 
** at laft to have none at all. When, then, there 
^ is no.reafon to difpoITefs a man of his eflate, 
** there never wants a law, which being either 
'' ftrained, or ill interpreted, is ground enough 
'Vfor a fuit^ and both the plaintiff and defend^ 
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« ant arc in the end fufferers. Confider now 
<* what two wholefome propofitions have been 
'• made by this thankful Morifco. The third 
<| thing is, that we fhould change our fimitars 
** for long fwords. In this particular, as there 
'* is no confiderable ill confequence to obftrufb, 
'^ fo I can iSnd no great advantage to encou« 
^ rage us to put it in execution. The half- 
'* moon is our diftindive character, and that we 
'* always brandifli with our fimitars. To take 
^ up the cuftoms and fafhions of enemies, is a 
•• ceremony proper to flaves, and a garb for 
** conquered people, or at lead it is an omen or 
*• forerunner of both. If we are to be permanent, 
^ let us (lick to the old proverb, which fays, 
" Let that ever be done, which was always 
" done, for by keeping to it, we fliall be free 
'* from novelties. Let the Chriftian thruft and 
^ the Turk hew, and let this Morifco, expelled 
" by the former, be impaled by the latter. As 
*^ to the fourth and laft point, which relates to 
'* the ufe of vineyards and wine, let thirfty fouls 
** agree about it with the Alcoran. No fmall 
^ toleration has been given in this cafe long 
** ago. But I mud obferve, that if there be an 
'' univerfal toleration of wine and taverns, it 
" will only ferve to enhance the price of water, 
'* and to make us buy rain by the quart My 



1 98 FORTUNE IN HER WITS, 

** opinion is therefore, weighing what has been 
** propofedi that this cur is a greater enemy to 
** thofe that harbour, than to thofe that expeU 
*• led him." 

All the aflcmbly heard this difcourfe with 
profound filence. The Morifco looked pitioufly, 
a cold fweat running down his forehead. Then 
Hali, the prime viiier, who flood next to the 
curtain that was before the grand feignior, af. 
ter conlidering his looks, faid, ** Chriftian flavcs, 
•• what fay you to what you have heard ?" 
They feeing the blindnefs of that deluded na- 
tion, and perceiving they loved their own bar- 
barity, and placed their fecurity in tyranny and 
ignorance, abhorring the light of learning, and 
the juftice of laws, caufed a Spanifli gentle- 
man,, who had been thirty years in flavery, to 
anfwer for them all, which he did in thefe 
words : /* We Spaniards fhall not advife you to 
•• any thing that is for your good, becaufe it 
•• would be a piece of treachery againft our ' 
** monarch, and an offence againfl our religion; 
•* neither will we deceive you, becaufe we do 
** not fland in need of frauds to defend our* 
•• felves againfl you j therefore we - Chriflians 
•• have refolved thus (ilently to wait our doom." 
The grand feignior influenced by the hour, and 
drawing the curtains before bis throne (a thing 
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never before feen) with an angry voice, faid, 
** Let thefe Chriftians be fet free, their generous 
f^goodnefs fliall be their ranfom ; clothe and 
** furnifli them plentifully for their voyage out 
^ of the eftates of the Morifcoes. And let that 
^ dog be burnt alive for propofing of innova- 
** tions, and all that fliall follow his example 
^ fliall fufler the like pain. It is my choice to 
'^ be called barbarous conqueror, rather than be 
'* learned and overthrown. All our knowledge 
^ mud be to know how to overcome, for an ig- 
" norant people is the fafety of a tyrant. I com* 
"mand all here prefent to forget what they 
*' heard from this Morifco, the powers of the 
*' foul fliall obey my orders, as well as the cor« 
^ poral fenfes, therefore let your memories dread 
*• my anger." Thus the hour gave to every 
one what they deferved, the barbarous infidels 
were hardened in their ignorance, the Chri(lian» 
obtained their liberty, and the Morifco was pu« 
niflicd. 

A Dutch fliip, by flrefs of weather, was forced 
into one of the ports of Chili ^. The Indians^ 
who guarded that harbour, being a people, who 
in that conquered world manfully defended theic 
liberty to the damnation of their fouls in theiv 
idolatry, with weapons in their hands attacked 

»* Cl^Ii it 00 the coaft o£ America, oa^tbe (outh of 

K4. 
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the fliip's crew, thinking they were Spaniards, 
whofe dominions cnclofed them, and from whofe 
fubjedtion they have dill exempted themfelves* 
The captain pacified them, faying, They were 
Hollanders, and came as ambuffadors from that 
commonwealth,, with a mcHage of importance 
to the caciques and chief men. Then fweeten- 
ing thcfc words with rich wine, brewed after 
the manner of the north, and mollifying them 
with butter and other rarities, they were admit- 
ted and carefled. The Indian, who command, 
ed, gave an account to the magiftrates of the 
new people that was arrived, and of their inten- 
tions. All the principal men, and a great num- 
ber of people afTembled with their weapons in 
(h^ir hands. This nation is fo provident againS 
poflibilities, and fo jealous of appearances, that 
they receive ambafladors with the fame precau- 
tion, as they meet an enemy^s army. The cap- 
tain of the Ihip came before them, attended bj 
four of his men, and a Have fervlng as an inter- 
preter: They afked of him. Who he was? 
Whence he came? To what purpofe? And, 
from whom ? He anfwered not without fome 
dread of the warlike audience ; '* I am a Dutch 
** captain, and come from Holland, a common^ 
** wealth in the weft, to offer you our friendihip 
^'andtnlde, Wc live in a land which the Tea 
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« from above looks down upon with indignation; 
« to fee it dry below its billows. We were not 
*• long iince fubjeds, and part of the dominion 
•• of the great monarch of Spain and the new 
« world, where only your valour has exempted 
•* itfelf from his crown, which, like the furi, ex- 
** tends its compafs round the earth. We gain- 
" cd our liberty with immeiifc labour, becaufe 
•• the feverity of King Philip the Second pre- 
** ferred the bloody execution of two noblemen^ 
•• the Counts Horn and Egmont, before the fo- 
" vereignty of fo many provinces. Revenge in- 
** flamed our courage, and carrying on a war 
** which lafted above fixty years without interl 
** ruption, we have facrificed two millions o^ 
** men to thofc two lives, and made the fields of 
** the Low Countries an univerfal burial-place . 
** to all Europe. Our fuccefs has made us ab- 
^ folute maders of half thofe countries ; and not 
•• fo fatisfied, we have taken many ftrong holds 
." in the other provinces, have gained large do- 
*' minions in the eaft, and in Brazil, have con« 
** quered Pernambuco and Paraiba, enriching 
" ourfelves with Brazil wood, tobacco and fugar : 
** And to conclude, of fubjedls that we were to 
^ the king of Spain, are become his mod impla- 
^ cable enemies. We have taken it into our 
^ confiderationi that the Spaniards have noc oiu 
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** ]y fubdued thefe provinces, but that in few 
•• years they have deftroy ed in them many towns, 
^ peopling them again with ilrangers ; fo that 
*^ there fcarce remains the memory of the na« 
^ tives in their tombs; and that the mighty em- 
** perors, kings, caciques, and other princes, are 
^* fo wholly extind and buried in oblivion, as 
^* if they had never been. We perceive that 
** you alone (either that you are wifer, or warn- 
** ed by the fate of others) maintain an heredi* 
•• tary liberty, and by your valour the Ameri* 
^ can race is preferved from flavery. It is na« 
*' tural for every creature to love its likenefs, 
^ and fince you and our commonwealth fo much 
.^ refemble one another, it was deci^ieed to fend 
^ me through fuch vaft feas, and fuch dangerous 
^ diilance, to tender you their (incere amity and 
** friendfhip, and to offer, not only for your de- 
*• fence, but to promote your farther defigns, to 
*< furnifb you with fhips, cannon, officers and 
** foldiers, who are fuch as are praifed and ad- 
^ mired by all, by whom they are not feared. 
•• By way of trade they oflfer you free commerce 
^ in their dominions, with a brotherly and per- 
^petual alliance, defiring for themfelves, the 
^ freedom of your ports, and the fettlement of a 
^ league ofienfive and defenfive upon equal terms 
* on both fides. And. the more to exprefs their 
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«* aifedion, by their great intereft, they will fee 
*' cure you the friendfhip of many kings, princ 
*' ces, and commonwealths, their confederates/' 
The Indians returned a courteous anfwer, tell« 
ing him. That to receive his propofals it waa 
enough to hear him, but in order to give their 
anfwer they mud confult in council, and the 
oext day at the fame time would give him their 
refolution. It was fo agreed, and the Dutch-* . 
man knowing the Indians are naturally inclined 
to toys and curiofities, the better to gain their 
affedlions, he prefented them with barrels of | 
butter, cheefe, caiks of wine, fwords, hats, and 
looking- glafres;.and lallly,a telefcope, highly ex<» 
tolling the ufe of it, faying, By the help of it 
they might fee fhips at ten or twelve leagues 
diftance,.and difcover by their colours whether 
they belonged to friends or enemies ;..that they* 
might do the fame by land.. He added, that* 
with it they might find (lars in heaven whicly 
they had never feen before, nor could not be- 
difcerned without it; that through it they might 
plainly difcover the fpots in the face of the moon,-, 
which look like eyes and mouth, and might per*^ 
ceive a black fpot in the circle of the fun. That 
it wrought thefe wonders by drawing, with thefc 
twoglafles, clofe to the. eyes, things that were- 
at a vaft diftance. . The principal man aoiong- 

K 6 
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the Indians afked for it, and the Dutchman ha-. 

f ving opened it to the due diftance, and inilru6l- 
ed him how to ufe it, delivered it to him. He 
clapped his right eye to it, and levelling it to- 
wards the mountains, fet up a cry that teftified 
his admiration to the reft, telling them, he had 
at four leagues plainly feen men, heafts, and 
birds,' and the rocks and flirubs fo near at hand, 
that they Teemed bigger than natural, clofe to 
the fartheft glafs. 

Here the influence of the hour affeded them, 

' and they having gabbled in their language fome 
. difcourfes in appearance paffionate, he that took 
the glafs, holding it in his left hand, directed his 
difcourfe to the Dutchman in thefe words : ** An 
'* inftrument that finds a fpdt in the fun, proves 
^ the moon a liar, and difcovers what heaven 
^ hides, is a mifchievous inftrument, a glafs 
^ pickthank, and cannot be grateful to heaven. 
^ Its a tt rafting things at a great diftance, is a 
^ fufticient caufe to raife a jealoufy in us who 
*^ are far removed from you. With this, doubt- 
** lefs, it was you difcovered us fo remote, and 
** through it we have defcried the defign you 
*i labour to hide under your fpecious offers. By 
** this artifice you pry into the elements, and 
*^ thruft yourfelves into fovereignty. You, as 
^ yott fay, live dry below the water, and wreit 
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«• your land wrongfully from the fea. We fliall 
*^ not be fuch fools to take thofe for our friends 
^ who could not b^ good fubjeAs, nor fliall we 
^* trull them with our habitations, who have 
*• ftolcn theirs from the filhes. You were fub- 
^ je£ts of the king of Spain, and having ufurped 
•• his dominion, value yourfelves upon being 
^ rebels, and would have us, through a fond 
" credulity, become a prey to your treachery. 
" Neither is it true, that we refemblc you» for 
'' in maintaining that native country which na- 
" ture gave us^ we only defend what is our own; 
" we preferve our liberty, but do not Ileal it; 
** You oSer to ailill us againd the king of Spain, 
>' yet confefs at the fame time you have taken 
*' Brazil from him, which was his ; if you take 
*^ the Indies from him who took them from us, 
'* how much more reafon have we to be afraid 
" of you than of him. You muft obferve that 
^* America is a rich beautiful harlot, and fince 
** flie was falfe to her hufbands, Ihe will never 
<* be true to her bullies. ChriAians fay, heaven 
** punifhed the Indies, becaufe they adored idols; 
< *^ and we Indians fay, heaven will punifli the 
** Chriftians, becaufe they adore the Indies. You 
*• think you carry gold and filver, and you only 
^ carry well coloured envy and precious mifery. 
*^ You take from us^ that. you. may have, for 



2o6 



FORTUNE IN HER WITS, 



** Others to take from you. That which makes 
** you our enemies, makes you enemies to one 
** another. Begone, then, within two hours out 
** of this port, and let us know if you want for 
*^ any thing. If you have a mind to gain our 
<< good will, fince you are fo good at invention, 
^ invent an inftrument to remove what is by us 
^* at a great diflance, for wc promifc you we 
** will never look upon your country, nor Spain, 
** with this that attradls things that are far off. 
•• Carry away this glafs fpy, this difcoverer of 
/* the firmament, for we have no need of it, 
** being able, with the help of our eyes only to 
** difcover more in you than we like ; and let 
** me tell you, the fun is beholden to it for 
** ihowing you the black fpot in his circle, or 
** elfe for the colour's fake you would have en- 
«« deavoured to cut out and ftanip him into 
•• money." 

The blacks aflembled in mighty numbers to 
confult about obtaining their liberty, a thing 
they have often earncflly folicited. The nu- 
merous coucourfe being feated and filent, one 
of the chiefelt among them, who in that fwar- 
thy audience appeared blacker than the reft, 
and had propofed this affair in the court of 
Rome, fpoketo this purpofe: *^ There is no 
V caufe for our flavery but our colouri . and co« 
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** lour 18 ah accident, not a crime. Yet certain' 
^ it is, thofe who lord it over us have no colour 
^ for their tyranny but our colour, which is 
** produced by the prefence and nearnefs of the 
••grcateft beauty, to wit, the fun. Flocky 
^ heads and clotted hair, fquab nofes and blub- 
'* ber lips, are no better grounds for our capti- 
•• vity. Many whites might be flavcs if thefc 
'* three things carried it, and it were more rea* 
^ fonable they ihould be fo who are hideous 
^ with their mighty nofes, like rudders in their 
*' faces, and fnivel through elephants trunks, 
^ than we who have nothing to lofe by the pox, 
** and are the very oppofites to the fnouts. Why 
^ do not the whites confider, that if we look 
'* like blots among them, one of them looks like 
^ a (lain among us ? Did they make Haves of 
" the mulattoes, it were more excufable"*, for 
" they are a rabble without a king, a compound 
^ betwixt light and darknefs, wainfcot faces 
'* compared with white men, foils to the brown, 
*• the next degree to the blacks, and the . very 
** picture of foot. In all ages there have been 
'* men of our complexion famous for martial 
•• exploits, learning, virtue, and fanftity j it is 
*^ needlefs for me to repeat a catalogue of them, 
*' for they are fufficiently known. Nor can it 
** be denied that we are preferable to the whites, 
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** for not endeavouring to difguife the colour 
nature gave to our (kins. Among them the 
women that are fwarthy or brown, plafter 
** themfelves like walls to become white, and 
they that are white, never fatisfied with white- 
nefs, wa(h to increafe it. Only our women 
contenting themfelves with their natural com. 
'* plexion, are beautiful in the dark, and the 
•• whitenefs of their teeth fliining the brighter 
through their blacknefs, when they fmile they 
fparkle like the ftars in the night. Neither 
•• do we bely our age, dye our hair, or wear 
♦• falfc locks. Why then are we contemned 
•* and chadifed ? This is it 1 oder to your con. 
•* fidcftttion, that you ti-iwy confult what mcnni 
** mny be ufcd for obtaining our due liberty 
••and reft/' 

The hour prevailed, and a black, whofc hcud 
through age was become gniy, contrnry to the 
received opinion thnt blacks take no colour, 
rofe up and faid, " Let ambufllidors be immedi- 
•• atcly fent to all the kingdoms in Europe with 
" two propofals j the firll, That if colour be the 
'• caufe of flavery, they will take notice of the 
•* red beards, for the fake of Judas, and pafs by 
*• the blacks, on account of the three kings that 
^ came to Bethlehem j and fince cats and dogs 
*^ of that colour are hateful^ it will be but rea* 
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'* fonable there be no men nor women of it ; 
<' and let him in our name propofe means fot 
^ the fpeedy deftrudlion of fox heads, with their 
** apurtenances. The fecond propofal is, That 
** they mix their breed with ours, and blending 
^ their brightnefs with our footinefs, produce a , 
** mongrel race, that fo fwarthinefs may become 
" fafhionable j being fufficiently warned by the 
'* clearncft of the Germans and Flemings, who 
^* have embroiled and diftradted the world, ftain« 
^ed fo many fields with blood, and filled fo 
<^many nations with rebellions and hercflcs; 
^ but particularly, let them remember thd 
<* Frenchmen's yellow beards. An for our Am« 
<* bafllidorsi let them take this advice^ that if 
'' the people ^ fneeze at them, they may takd 
^ fnufl* for their comfortt and (liall nnrwer, God 
^ blefs us ; beftowing tlie prnyer upon them« 
«« felvce/' 

The mighty f monarch of Knglandt whofc 
Ifland is the moft beautiful mole upon the face 
of the ocean, having afTembled his parliament, 
fpoke to them as follows : •• My dominions are 
•• encompaflTcd by the raging fca, hemmed in 

* It 18 a cuftom in Spain to fneeze at the blacks by way 
ofcontemptt 

t This wai fpoken in the pcrfon of King Cbarlei L in 
ivhofe time it waawritteni in the year 1640. • x' ' 
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*' and defended by the waves ; my kingdoms, 
*' as to the public worfhip, are of the Reformed 
** religion, but in their hearts they are Catho. 
** lies. I have engrafted the papal power upon 
•• the regali wear at once the crown and mitre, 
** and have two heads, the fpiritual and tempow 
•• ral. I fufpedl, though it is not vifible, a fpiri- 
•• tual fchifm among my fubjedls, and that the 

. •• city which holds St. Peter's keys, influences 
.** the private councils in London. This is of fo 
^ much more dangerous confequence, by how 
'* much it is the more private. It is a great eye« 
** fore to me to behold the rebellious Hollanders 
** grown up into a commonwealth. I confefs 
*^ mine and my anceftors jealoufy of the great- 
** nefs of Spain, has raifed them from a con* 
** temptible fpawn, to a bulk that exceeds the 
** firitifli whale. I fee them daily encroaching 
** upon the Eaft and Weft Indies, and am de« 
•• voured by the verminc I bred. I know that 
" almoft every year they have rich fleets from 
•* their ftolen dominions, and fometimes they 
** fnap all, or a confiderable part of thofe that 

. •• belong to the king of Spain, which brings 
** them in ineftimable treafure. By land fo 
** many years continual exercife has made them 
•* foldiers, with the reputation of innumerable 
** viAories ; and their experience in obeying has 
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'^ rendered them fit to command. By fea their 
** (hips are not to be counted, their fortune is 
^ matchlefs, their conduct not to be paralleled, 
*< and their reputation above their neighbours. 
•• On the other fide, I fee my neighbour the 
•• king of France (whom I hate upon ancient 
••grudges) afpire to the empire of Germany 
*• and Rome, having already got footing in Ita« 
•• ly, being poflefled of towns, favoured by fomc 
** princes, and in all appearance countenanced 
•* by the Pope. He is a youth born and grown 
••up amidft arms, and gained triumphs with' 
•• them when he was fitter to have played with 
••toys. I now look upon his fubjedls to be 
^ wholly united, fince he has demoliflied all the 
"firong holds of the Huguenots, Lutherans, 
^ and Calvinifts, and veiled the power of the 
^ government in the Catholics alone ; neither 
'* do I on this account eficcm him the better 
^ Catholic, but believe him a crafty politician, 
••and am perfuaded he is in himfelf a time- 
^ ferver ; that he only aims at his intereft, and 
•• believes in what he would have, not in that 
•• he adores ; a religion many follow under the 
*} name of another, yet he diflbmbles, becaufe 
•! bis defign being to work himfelf into the pof- 
^ fefiSon of Naples and Milan, he thought it 
'^ convenient to favour the Catholics, as being 
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" infinitely the ftronger party : They are be 
" holdcn to their number, not to their doftrine, 
** He pretends a Catholic zeal, bccaufe it is the 
*f bed colour to difguife his ambition of enlar- 
ging his dominions in Italy; and he is as 
much beholden to his hypocrify as to his va-' 
" lour for his conquefts. In Germany, by calU 
*^ ing in the Swedes, and (lirring up the elec- 
't tors of Saxony and Brandenburg, and the 
*f Landgrave of Hefle, he \9as fworn in verba 
*^ Lutberi. He laid hold of Calvin's confcience 
*Mo feize the Duke of Lorrain's dominions; 
'^ and thus he is a Janus in religion, looking 
** upon the Turk with one face, and upon the 
*^ Pope with the other ; Cardinal Richlieu be« 
*f ing made his inftrument to wind him into 
M that court. This caufes my nofe to fwell at 
*^ him, becaufe I confider, that for the compaf- 
'* iing bis ends, he has made no account of my 
*' power, but has taken up with the fortune of 
** the Hollanders, defpifing England, as if be 
*^ were furnifhed with another wonderful Joan 
'* of Arc, or Maid of Orleans. I have fo ill a 
'* relifh of all thefe actions, that they fet my 
^rteeth on edge, and the very air I breathe is 
<* naufeous ; to which, adding the fuccefs in the 
** Ifle of Rhe, it caufes a lothing in my memo* 
'* ry^ It occum not to me with whom I can 
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•< join in confederacy to clip the wings of thefe 
« two neighbours, unlcfs with Philip IV. king 
<< of Spain, who is a great, rich, and mighty 
" monarch, being lord of the mofl: warlike na- 
^ tions in the world, and in the prime of his 
*^ age ; yet I cannot but take notice, that my 
^ honour and reputation are engaged in redo. 
*• ring the Palatine, and I cannot expeA it from 
*' the Catholics, and confequently muft not hope 
^ it from the Imperialills and Spaniards, by rea- 
^fon of the difference of religion, and that the 
** Proteftants are already lick of the houfe of Au« 
^ flria. Belidcs, I guefs the king of Spain has not 
** forgot my journey to his court, fmce I have 
** not forgot my return to my own, the memory 
•* whereof is renewed by the attempt of my 
^ fliips upon Cadiz. I would willingly reduce 
^ the Mofl Chriftian King to his former bounds ; 
'' for, like a fool, he is fwoUen above his banks, 
'^ and has fpread himfelf over all Europe ; and 
** at the fame time would pull back the Dutch 
" to what they were. It is your parts to advife 
^ what methods will be mod proper for this un« 
*' dertaking ; but at the fame time you are to 
** underftand, that I am not only refolved, but 
'•eager to go myfelf in perfon, becaiife I am of 
•* opinion, that a prince who being engaged in 
** a neceflary war, does not himfelf lead his peo« 
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" plc, rather condemns his fubjedls to carry arms 
•* than make foldiers of them ; and they being 
** thus drove like criminals, fuffer more than 
•• they adl ; whence it comes they expedl their 
** liberty, and revenge no lefs by being over. 
, •♦ come than overcoming. There is as much 
** difference betwixt leading and fending of ar- 
•^^ mies, as betwixt jefl: and earned, as appears 
** by experience. Anfwer in relation to the 
•• public without meddling with my fafety j and 
** let me hear nothing in your opinions that 
** looks like felf-interefl. Inform my under- 
•« (landing, do not perplex it." This faid, they 
all looked upon one another with an awful fi« 
lence, and after confulting together in private, 
the fpeaker returned this anfwer : ** Your Ma- 
jefty, great Sir, has contrived fo to place your 
queftion, that you have taught us how to an- 
•• fwer ; an art highly to be valued by kings, 
'* becaufe it creates perfpicuity and 'a good un- 
** derftanding. Truth is but one, it is plain and 
•• clear, few words exprefs it, multiplicity con- 
** founds it, it breaks little filence, falfehood 
^' leaves none unbroken. The refleflions you 
^* have made on the king of France and the 
*^ Hollanders are worthy your royal confident- 
<^ tion. The imminent danger requires a manly 
^ «nd fpeedy refolution. The king of Spain is 
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« at this time the only confederate can promote 
w your defigns, and will be the more effcftual 
"if you join with him in perfon to crufli thefe 
** two troublefome neighbours. And your Ma- 
* jefty may obferve there is as great diftance be. 
" twixt adting and commanding, as is betwixt 
*< words and deeds. I confefs your heirs are too 
'' tender to be forfaken ; but it is a lefs evil to 
''leave them young, than childilhly to bear 
** them company, being a father.** Scarce had 
he uttered thefe words, when an old decrepid 
fenator, whofc grifle- clotted beard covered all 
his breads, his head hanging down, and the 
hunch of his back, through age, riling above it, 
lifting himfelf up by the help of his (laff, faid, 
'* There is no doubt but it is a great ralhnefs to 
*'advife his Majefty to go abroad in perfon, 
^ when his kingdoms fwarm with concealed 
'^ Catholics, whofe number is known to be 
** great, but fufpe<fled to be much greater. Your 
^ Majefty has fubjeds fit to be intruded with 
^ fuch an undertaking; let an army of pur own 
" religion be fent under the command of the 
*' chief men who are fufpedled to be Catholics ; 
** thus their allegiance will be fecured abroad, 
*' and fewer enemies will remain at home. Do 
^ not venture your perfon, in which we venture 
*' our allf and which alone fecures all; for, from 
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^ the fpeaker's opinion, I gather, he plots like a 
*' Fapid, and does not advife like » counfellor.'* 
The whole aOembly fell into confufion, and 
in this diforder the hour began, and the king 
changing colour, faid, ** You two, inftead of 
<* advifing, have diftracled me. One fays, If 
** I go not abroad in perfon, my enemies will 
••deprive me of my kingdom ; the other, If I go, 
" it will be taken away by my fubjedls ; fo that 
«< you will have me (land more in awe of my 
•* fubjeds than of my enemies. The condition 
•' 1 am reduced to is deplorable. It remains 
** that every one of you, within twenty- four 
" hours, lay before me by whofe and by what 
•• means I am reduced to this pafs, naming per* 
** fons and caufes, without fparing one another, 
•* otherwife 1 fliall fufpedl you all, for the blame 
•• lies only among you that advife me j for I am 
** now refolved to attend my affairs both at 
*• home and abroad. The king of France goei 
*' abroad without having iffue, or the hopes of 
•• it, and leaves a kingdom divided on feveral 
••accounts; the nobility ftained with the blood 
•• of Montmorency ; the Huguenots fupprefled, 
^ but not without thoughts of revenge ; the 
^ country «aten up with taxes, and the whole 
•• kingdom groaning under' the opprcfliod of 
^ the prime minifter ; and you would have me, 
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^ who have UTuei and lefs obftacles to obdrud 
•* me, (lay to rock and play with my children. 
^ France and Holland are become formidable, 
^ becaufe I have lived at home at my eafe ; if 
"I appear not abroad they will be my ruin. If 
^ I (l^y for fear of my fubjeds, I encourage 
^ them to contemn me* If once my enemies 
^ are afTured I cannot go abroad, I fhall not be 
^ able to fecure myfelf againft them ; and if I 
^* go abroad and perifli, at lead I fliall gain the 
^ honour of the attempt, and prevent the fcaii* 
** dal of cowardice. That king who aiSts not 
'^himfelf in defence of his crown, furniflies 
^ them with an excufe who do not aflift Iiim. 
^ It will be unjuft to punifli thofe that follow 
*^ his example, for he cannot be judge of the 
'* crime he taught, nor condemn what was 
^ learned of him by thofe who imitate bini in 
*• forfaking the defence of their country. Be- 
^ gone all of you immediately, and confult, ac« 
** cording to your duty, what is bed for my (er-. 
" vice, preferring it before your lives, and my 
** quiet ; for I promife the more fliarp the tmth 
** you deliver fliall be, the better I will look 
^ upon it ; and do not perplex me with the pre* 
^ tence of carrying all the nobility along with 
V me, for experience demonftrates, that no m^rn 
VoL.n. ^ L 
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*' ever aflembled them in an army, but he loft 
*^ them and himfelf. The rings meafured hj 
** the bufliel at Cannas, teftify it to the unfpeak* 
^* able forrow of Rome. So the wood of Favia 
** made the fepulchre of all the French nobility, 
** and of their king's liberty. So the Spani(h 
^ ** Armada, under the Duke of Medina Sidonia, 
^* whichi coming to invade this kingdom, en- 

V riched the fliorcs with . its wreck. And fq 
** King Sebaftian, who loft his nobility, hii 
** crown, and his life in Africk. The nobility 
*' united, caufes confufion, and occafions ruin, 
** becaufe they know not how to command, 
** and will not obey, and confequently their 
*' pride breaks all military difcipline. I will 
** take with me a few that have gained experi- 
" cnce, the reft fliall ftay to be a check to the 
** licentioufnefs of the multitude, and a curb to 
'* mutineer^. I have occafion for fuch men as 
^ think they cheat me in expofing their lives 
.'* for fixpence a- day, not for thofe, who, having 
** exhaufted my treafure that they might go, 
** claim a title to my revenue becaufe tbejr 

V went. It were good that all the nobilitjr 
^* were trained, yet it were not fafe. Private 
/* perfons muft not arm madmen, or kings the 

V nobility. . Take this along with you by way 
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<* of inflruflion, and there will be the lefd to di« 
I* draft your confultations, and my refolutida 
* will the fooner take eflfedl/* 

At TheflTalonica, a city of Macedonia^ feated 
at the bottom of the gulf to which it gives it^ 
name, and is fubjeft to the emperor of Con* 
ftantinople, by the appointment of Rabbi Saa« 
dias. Rabbi Racabarbaniel, Rabbi Salomon, and 
Rabbi Nifmi was held a general affembly of the 
deputies of all the Jews in Europe. Thither 
rcforted for the fynagogue at Venice, Rabbi 
Samuel and Rabbi Maimon ; for that of Rag- 
gufa, Rabbi Abenezra ; for that of ConftantU 
Dople, Rabbi Jacob ; for that of Rome, Rabbi 
Chaminiel ; for that of Leghorn, Rabbi Cerfon- 
ni ; for that of Roan, Rabbi Gavirol ; for that 
of Prague, Rabbi Mofche ; for that of Vienna, 
Rabbi Berchai ; for that of Amfterdam, Rabbi 
Mier Armaac ; for that of Oran, Rabbi Afepha; 
for the Jews in mafquerade, who trade under 
the difguife of the Chriftian habit and language. 
Rabbi David Bar Nachman. With thefe join- 
cd the Monopanti, a republican people inhabit- 
ing certain iflands, who lying in the Black Sea, 
betwixt Mufcovy and Tartary, are politicly 
maintained againft their fierce neighbours, ra- 
ther by cunning than by force of arms, or 
ftrcngth of fortifications. The natives are men 
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of inextricable fubtiltjt thorough- paced in hy. 
pocrify, abfolute maftcrs of diflimulationi and of 
fo deceitful a prefence, that all religions and 
nations take them for their own. Trade gives 
tbem multiplicity of faces, and changes their 
countenances, and intereft (liifts their fouls. 
They are governed by a prince' called Fragai 
CbincoUos. By his order there came to this 
fanhedrim, fix of the moft learned men in the 
dodrine of raking and griping ; the firft was 
called Fhilorgiros, the fecond Eriftotheos, the 
third Danipe, the fourth Arpi Trotono, the fifth 
Facafmazo, and the fixth Daper Bazalas* The 
aflembly feated, themfelves orderly, according 
to the pre-eminence of each fynagogue, giving 
the firft feat to the Monopanti, in courtefy as 

• 

they were (Irangers. After filence was made, 
Rabbi Saadias, having repeated the pfalm, *^ In 
♦• exitu Ifrael de Egypto," made the following 
fpeech ; •• We,.the firft generation of the world, 
** who are become the ofT-caft of all ages, and 
** difperfed multitude, living in captivity and 
^* miferable contempt, perceiving the whole 
^ world entangled in the fnares of difcord, have 
^ aflembled ourfelves. together to confult our 
** intereft amidft the prelent tumults, that we 
^ may raife ourfelves upon the ruins of all otben. 
M I cpufcfs captivity, pl^gues^and obftipac/iaff 
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* our inheritance. Fears and jealoufies are the 
^ firil begotten of our under(tandings» and we 
•^ were ever malecontents againft God^ ftiU va- 
**luing the deity we made, before that which 
^ made us. From the firft beginning his go* 
^ vernment was irkfome to us, and we followed 
^ the interpretation of the devil, in oppofltion 
" to his law. When his omnipotency governed 
•* us, we rebelled } when he gave us governors, 
•• we difobeyed. Samuel, who governed in his 
^ name, was thought burdenfome, and we ga« 
^ thering an ungrateful aflembly, though God 
" was our king, afked of God another king^. 
^ He gave us Saul, and him a tyrannical right 
^ over us, declaring he would make flaves of 
^ our children, and take away our eftates to 
^* give to his fervants ; and he aggravated this 
^ punifhment, faying, He would not take him 
** from us, though we iliould beg it of him. 
^ He faid to Samuel, that it was him they de- 
'Vfpifed, not the prophet, or his Jfons. To fulfil 
'* his curfe, that Saul continues among us at all 
** times, in all places, and under feveral names. 
^ Since, then, he oppreiTes'us with infamous and 
^' miferable thraldom in all kingdoms and com- 
f* monwealths, and God permits every king 
*^ fhould be a , Saul to us* who left God for 
*' Saul. . Our nation remained criminal in the 

L3 
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^ fight of all men, all cad it from themfelves ; 

** all retain, and all are afliamed of retaining it. 

«« We refide not in any place, but whither vre 

^ came, expelled from another, we may be com. 

*' pelled to return. We reft no where, but 

*^ where they. are defirous to caft us out, and all 

M dread we ihould be drove upon them. We 

** cannot but own there is no congruity between 

^ our words and aflions, and that our mouth 

'* and our heart never were united in adoring 

** the fame God ; our mouth always called up- 

.** on the God of heaven, our heart ever gave 

'* idolatrous adoration to gold and ufury. Being 

^* under the conduA of Moles, when he went 

** up to the mount for the law, we made it 

^ appear, that the religion of our fouls was 

^ gold, and any creature framed thereof. There 

'* we adored our own jewels in the calf, and 

** our avarice took for its deity the refemblance 

** of the fucking cattle. We admit not of God 

** in any other metal, and in this we receive an/ 

'^infed for a god. He well underftood the 

^ difeafe that caufed our infatiable thirft, who 

^' made us drink up our idol reduced to powder. 

** A mighty vengeance followed this crime, yet 

** though it flew muny thoufands, it was a warn* 

^ ing to few, for whereas God afterwards did 

^ for us all that we could aflc, ilill he did no- 
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* thing but what we grew weary of. He flretch- 
^ ed out the clouds like a canopy, to cover us 
^ in the defert from the fcorching heat of the 
^ day. He ftrengthened with the fiery pillar 
^ the weak light of the moon and (lars, that 
^ they, affifted with its glittering motion, might 
^ overcome the darknefs of the night, and re* 
'^prefent the fun in its abfence* He com* 
** manded the wind to (hower down our har- 
** veft, and difpofe the regions of the air into 
^ wonderful barns, pouring thence our fude- 
** nance ready dreiTed in the manna, with all 
^ the feafoning every palate could dedre. He 
^ caufed the quails, defcending like rain, to be- 
^ come game and nets for our entertainment. 
^ He diflblved the immoveable rocks into run« 
^ ning dreams, and caufed fprings to guOi from 
^ the (tones to quench our thiril ; he dried up 
** the bottom of the fea into an eafy road for 
^ our feet, and raifed the waters perpendicular, 
** heaping up their fmoothnefs into liquid walls, 
^ detaining in a fecure ftruAure the waves and 
^ billows, which became a ftraight way for our 
^forefathers, and a fepulchre to Pharaoh and 
^ his army. His word raifed vermine,. and lifted 
** frogs, flies, and locufts, in his army for our 
*' fervice. There is nothing fo weak, whereof 
« God does not make up invincible hofts againft 

1*4 
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*' tyrants. With fuch fmall foldiers he van< 
** qai(hed the formidable enemy's fquadrons, 
" glittering in their (leel armouri vain-g1oriou» 
*' in the bearings of their fhieldsi and flourifhing 
** in the feathers of their creils. Thefe wonder. 
** ful perciesi which our king and prophet Da* 
'* vid celebrated in the loth Pfalm, which be« 
** gins Horula Adonai, were requited by our 
. *' obdinacy and ingratitude with a loathing and 
** diflike of our food, and with oblivion of the 
•• way opened through the waves of the fea, 
** Many times God chadifes with what he gives, 
'* and rewards with what he rcfufcs. Such 
'* forefathers are a fcandalous genealogy of our 
•* pcrvcrfcnefs. We arc generally looked upon 
** as obftinate in endlefs bopesi whereas in reali* 
** ty we are the mofl: defperate people in nature: 
" We arc the nephu ultra of incredulity, and 
*' hopes and incredulity are incompatible. Nei- 
'^ ther do we hope, nor is any thing to be hoped 
** of us. Becaufe Mofes (tayed a little on the 
" mount we dcfpaired of him, and afked a God 
'* of Aaron. The reafon why it is faid we are 
** obftinate in everlafting hope, is, becaufe we 
'* have fo many ages expeded the Mefiiah ; but 
**. neither did we receive him in Chrift, nor do 
^^ we expedl; him in any other. The caufeof 
*^our faying always that be is to come, is not 
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^ that we dcfire hinii of believe it, but by thcfe 
^ delays to dirguife our being the fool that be« 
**gins the 13th Ffalm, faying in his heart, 
^ There is no God. The fame, fays he, who 
^ denies him that came, and waits for him that 
^ is not to come. This is the language of our 
** heart, and, rightly conddered, it is the qunsrc 
^ of the 2d Pfalm, ' Fremuerunt gcntes, et po- 
'' pUli meditati funt inania adverfus Dominum, 
H et adverfus Chriftum ejus.* So that we fay 
'' we always hope, to conceal our always defpair* 
" ing. Of the law of Mofcs we retain only the 
'* name, giving it to the exceptions the Talmu- 
''difts have forged to belie the fcripturc, dif« 
^ guife the prophecies, invalidate the precepts, 
** and difpofe confcienccs to worldly ends, in« 
^ ftrufling our atheiftical inclinations with fcdi* 
** tious politics for the conveniency of a civil 
^ life, and adopting us of fons of Ifrael, fons of 
•* Mammon. When •we had a law we kept it 
^ not. Now we keep it, it is no law, farther 
•* than in the very found of the three letters. 
^ It was neceflary to declare what we were^ to 
^ excufe what we are, and promote what we 
^ aim to be, advancing ourfelves upon the wild 
** extravagances, which, like a frenzy, pofTefs 
^ all the earth ; for now not only the Heretics 
^ rife in arms againft their enemies the CatbolicS| 
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*' but the Catholics themfelves, in hoftile man- 
'* ner«. invade one another. The Frbteftants of 
'* Germany for many years pad have flruggled 
*' for a heritic emperor, and in this they are fa- 
^* voured by the Mod Chriftian King, who ads 
^\ as if he were not fo. and connives at Calvin 
and Luther. The Catholic King oppofes them 
all, to keep in the houfe of Auftria the fu- 
*• prcme dignity of the Roman eagles. The 
*^ Hollanders, encouraged by being fuccefsful 
** traitors, afpire to raife their treafon into a 
^ monarchy ; and of rebellious fubjcds to the 
f* king of Spain, dare prefume to become his 
^ competitors. They wrefted from him what 
** he had in them, and they proceed to rob him 
'* of what is fo far from them, as Brazil and In* 
^ dia, defigning to extend their conqueft over 
^ hb crown. We have . been no fmall inftru- 
^ ments in promotmg thefe ufurpations, by 
^ means of the iham Chriftians, whom, under 
^ difguife of the Fortuguefe language, we have 
** applied to undermine him, upon pretence of 
^ being his fubjedls. All or moft of the princes 
^ of Italy have hacboured the French in their 
^ dominions, pretending they read the Pope's 
^ inclinations in J^is looks, and interpreting bis 
^ filent toleratioh for a pofitive command* . Ex 
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•• moiu propria. ♦ The king of France has ' 
^ praAifed an unheard of ftratagem againft the 
^ monarch of Spain, difcharging upon him all 
^ his family, under the title of malecontents, 
*^ that he might confume the pay of his army 
*« in penfions and prefents. When was it ever ' 
*' known that a king made ammunition of his 
** mother and brother's teeth againft another,.' 
** that they might eat him up by morfels ? It is 
** a beggarly invention, and yet mod pernicious. 
*' To wage war by mumping, looks more like 
" jeft than earned. We have fynagogues in 
" the dominions of all thefe princes, where we * 
'* are the principal element in compoling of this 
** confufion. At Roan we are the purfe of 
'^ France againft Spain, and of Spain againd 
*^ France. In Spain, difguifing our circumcifion ' 
^ by our habit, we fupply that monarch with 
^* the dock we have at Amderdam amidd his ' 
** enemies, who make a greater advantage by ' 
*^ ordering us to delay the payment of the bills, 
^ than he does by receiving them. This is in« 
'* deed an extraordinary riddle, to wit, to ferve 

" and ruin friends and enemies with the fame ' 

» 

• 

* The Duke of Orleans and queen teotber of France,* 
upon difgttft went into Flanders, where they had penfions 
from the king of Spab, who entertained them to breed di« 
fifions In France. - - - ^ . ./ 
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«« money, and to caufe him that pays it to make 
" his advantage over him that receives it. The 
" fame we do in Germany, Italy, andConftanti- 
'* nople, and we have knit this indiflbluble knot 
" by placing the fupply every one expeds in 
" the hands of his greateft enemy. For we - 
^' furni(h money, as he that lends upon intereil 
*' to one that plays and lofes that he may lofe 
** the more. I do not deny but the Monopanti* 
** are the boxkeepers of Europe, who furnifb 
^' cards, dice, and candles, and at length the 
** box runs away with all the gold and filver, 
" leaving the gamefters nothing but noife, ruin, 
** and a delire of revenge, which they encou- 
**.rage, that their gaming-houfe, which is the 
'* end of all men, may never have an end. 
" Thus far they are the true copies pf our ori« 
•• ginaL . True it is they have much the ad van- 
** tage of us in the manner of worming them- 
•'fclvcs in,.becaufe they are the Jews of the 
'* New Teftament, as we are of the Old ; for as 
'* we did not believe that Jefus was the Mefliah 
** that came, fo they, believing that Jefus was 
** the Mefliah already come, they let him flip 
I '* through their confciences in fuch a manner, 
*^ it feems he never came to or for them. The 

• » * - - ^ 

^, Monopanti believe him, as a grave author fays 
^ we e;cped him. Juream^ ct Gemmatam Hicru^^ 
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^fdlem expedabant^ a Jerufalem of gold and 

<« precious (tones. . Both we and they, through 

* different principles and unlike means, tend to 

^ the fame end, which is to deftroy Chriftianity, 

M which we would not receive, and they, after 

^ receiving, have rejedled. And this is the rea- 

*^ fon we have met to join a confederacy of ma« 

^ lice and deceit. This fynagogue has taken it 

^ into confideration, that gold and iilver are the 

•• true fons of the earth which make war againft 

^ heaven, not only with an hundred hands, but 

*• with as many as dig, call, coin, gather, tell, 

•• receive, and fteal them. They are two fub- . 

** terranean demons, yet beloved of all mortals. 

" Two fuch metals, that the greater body they 

•• have, they have alfo the more fpirit. No 

^ eftate or condition defpifes them, and if any 

^ law condemn, the lawyers and interpreters of 

^ it bring them off. He that thinks it an un- 

'* dervalulng to dig them, values himfelf upon 

'* gathering them. He who is too great to aik 

'* of him who keeps, courteoufly receives them 

^ of him that offers. And he who thinks it too 

*f great a labour to earn them, eileems it an art 

^ to (leal them. He that fays, I vill not have 

** them, at the fame time means, give me them.* 

^ And he who cries, I receive nothing, fpeaks- 

tl truth, becaufe he.fnatches alL As it yiett a 
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** fitlfehodd, ihould the fca pretend it does not 
'ffwallow op the fprings and brooks, fince' 
** drinking up the rivers which fuck them up, it ' 
^ alfo licks up brooks and fprings; fo great men 
•* prevaricate, when they fay they do not receive' 
*^ from the poor and beggars, whereas they de- 
'* vour the rich, who fwallow up the poor and 
*^ beggars. The premifes being granted, it will 
** be mod proper to level the ftrokes of our in- 
'*tere(t at kings, commonwealths, and prime 
** minifters, in whofe ftomachs all the reft caufe 
** a furfeit, which being by us ftirred up, will 
<< prove a lethargy, or apoplexy in their heads. 
'* Let the Monopanti have the pre* eminence of 
" giving their opinion firft, what method they' 
•• judge moft proper for our advantage/' 

They having buzzed about their fly thoughts' 
from one to another, agreed that Pacafmazo, as 
the moft fluent of tongue, and abounding in 
words, fliould fpeak for them all, which he did 
in this manner : ** The goods of the world be« 
^ long to the induftrious, and fortune follows 
** the diflemblers and the bold. Crowns and 
** fceptres are fooner ufurped and fnatched, than 
^ inherited or obferved. He who in temporal' 
^ preferments is the worft among the wicked, is 
^ moft deferving without exception, and grows 
•»tiUhe fuffers himfelf to be outdone in vil- 
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« lany^ for in all ambitious attempts, juftice and 
^ honefty make tyrants criminals. No fooner 
^ thefe begin to ufe moderation, but they de-' 
** pofe themfelves. • If they will continue their 
^ tyranny, they mud not fuflfer any figns to ap« 
^ pear abroad that may prove them fo. The 
^ fire that burns a houfe, cafting out the fmoke, 
*< calls people to quench it with water. Let 
•• every one take as much of this difcourfe to 
** himfelf as fuits with his purpofe. Money is 
'' the true Circe which changes into fundry 
'* forms all that come near or fall in love with 
" it. We ourfelves are the example. Money 
** is a difguifed deity, which in no place has any 
'* public altar, but is privately adored in all parts. 
" It has no particular temple, becaufe it Hides 
** into all churches. Riches is an univerfal fe£t» 
** in which mod fouls agree; and covetoufnefs 
'* is an arch heretic beloved by all politicians, 
" and the reconciler of all differences in opinion 
** and humour. We, therefore, perceiving he is 
'* the mod wonderful magician and necroman« 
^ cer, have chofen him for our North Star, and 
" make him our loadftone and point to that pole, 
'^ that he may not flray from our courfe. This 
*^ we perform fo artificially, that we leave hinx 
^ to the end we may have him, and defpife him 
^ that we may gather bim.^ This we learn of 
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*• the deceitful pump/ which, by being empty, 
'* fills itfelf with what it has not ; attradts what 
^ others havci and ealily fucks and drains the 
•• full with its own emptinefs. We are the very 
' ^* refemblance of gunpowder, which being fmall, 
** black, and clofe rammed, gathers vafl ftrength 
'* and fwiftnefs from its clofe imprifonment. We* 
** do the mifchief before the noife can be heard;* 
^ and as we open one eye and (hut the other,* 
** to take aim, we carry all before us in the 
^ twinkling of an eye. Our houfes are like the 
** barrels of guns, they are difcharged at the 
** keys, and charged at the mouth. Yet though 
** we are fuch, we have countenances and man- 
** ners that fuit with all men, and therefore we 
** feem not llrangers to any fed or nation. The 
'* Turks takes our hair for a turban, the Chri- 
** ftian for a hat, the Moor for a cap, and you 
•• for a veil. We admit not of the name of a 
" kingdom, commonwealth, or. any other, l?ut 
V.only that of Monopanti. We yield all titles 
** to kings and commonwealths, we take from 
^ them the power abftrafled from the vanity of 
'* thofe noify words. We lay our deiign that 
** they may be lords over the world, and we over 
V: them. To attain fo glorious an end, we have 
V not found any to join with in confedjcracy on 
^. equal termsi like you, who s^re at.prefent the 

3 
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« (harpers of Europe ; you only want our qua- 
*' lity to complete the fubverting of all, which 
•* we offer you entire, by way of contagion or 
^ infedtion, to be tranfmitted by means of an 
** infernal device found out againft Chriftians 
^ by us here prefent ; which is, that as treacle 
^ is prepared with the fliarp poifon of the viper, 
" becaufe it is the moifture that goes the quick* 
^ eft and rnoft diredtly to the heart ; for which • 
** reafon being compounded with many fimples 
•• of efficacious virtue, it conveys them to the 
^ heart to defend it againft poifon, which is the 
'^ defign of the medicine ; fo we have invented 
" a counter treacle to convey poifons to the 
" heart, by falling upon the virtues and good 
^ works that go to it, and to carry to the foul 
*^ the vices, abominations, and errors, which on 
^ thefe vehicles will flip into it. If you refolve 
^ upon this alliance, we will give you the re- 
^ ceipty with the weight and number of ingre- 
^ dients, and furnifli apothecaries well verfed in' 
^ the compofition ; in the contriving whereof^ 
^ Danipe, Alkemiaftos, and I, have taken great 
''pains, and our labour is nothing inferior to 
•* the Trochilks of the viper. Be ruled by our 
" Pragus, for you nefed not ceafe to be Jews, 
^ and at the fame time viU learn to be Mono- 
•*'pantU**- .i:^ ...; ^ ,--:,.\ - ' ;•>.: .-:; .1 :.!. " 
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At the very uttering of thefe words, the hour 
had its effeA, and Rabbi Maimon, one of thofe 
that came from the fynagogue of Venice, riiing^ 
up, and putting afide with his hand a fathom 
and a half of fnout, that he might come the 
clofer to the ear of Rabbi Saadias, whifpered 
thefe words: '* Rabbi, I fmell a rat in that 
word, be governed, we muft keep a fharp eye 
upon thefe fellows, for to me they look like 
^ family Pharaohs and fubtle encroachers.'* 
Saadias replied, ** Now at length I am con* 
*' vinced they are the very manna of inftrudlion, 
** for they tafte as every one would have them. 
** The beft way is to fay little, and give them a 
'* bait in the trap as to republican mice." Cbri* 
ftopheus feeing the mumbling dialogue, faid to 
Fhilargiros and Danipe ; ** I fmoke the jealouf/ 
^ of the wicked Jews : Let every man of the 
'* Monopanti give himfelf a lick of the golden 
'* calf, and they will all fall upon their knees/*" 
They all ran upon fnares and contrivances a* 
gainfl one another, and Rabbi Saadias, to a« 
mufe the Monopanti, faid, *' We look upon you' 
^ as difcoverers of the land of promife, and the 
*t true bafis of our defigns, that we may be' 
** united in a mifchievous body, it will be re«' 
'* quifite we confult the methods, and conclude' 
** and fign articles at our next meeting, which' 
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*we appoint three days hence.'' Facafmazo 
covering his fnakes fkin with doves feathers, 
faidy '* The time was fufficient, and the refolu- 
^ tion difcrcet ; but that it was requifite» exad 
^ fecrefy ihould be obferved." Then taking out 
a book bound in fheeps-ikin with the wool on, 
which was curiouily interwoven and wrought 
with gold thread, he gave it to Saadias, faying, 
•• This jewel we give you as a pledge.'* He 
took it, and aiked, ** Whofe works are thefe?*' 
Facafmazo anfweredi ** The works of our words. 
** The author is Nicholas Machiavel, who com- 
** pofed the thorough bafs to our treble." The 
Jews attentively looking upon them, and parti* 
cularly obferving the binding in flieeps-ikin; 
Rabbi Afapha, who was deputy for Oran, faid, 
'* This is fome of the wool the Spaniards tell us 
'* in their proverb, which fays, They that go to 
^ fetch it, are fleeced before they return.'! Thus 
they parted, both parties contriving to meet a* 
gain like the fteel and flint for to batter, bruife, 
and beat one another to pieces, till they ftruck 
fire againft all the world, for founding the new 
fedt of Monetifm, changing the name of Atheifls 
into that of Money-mongers, or Monetifts. , ' 
The fubjedls of princes, commonwealths,kingS 
and emperors aflembled together at Liege, . a 
neuter country, to confult about their afltiir?; 
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redrefs their grievances, vent their fpleen and 
breatlie out their thoughts, before (liiled under 
the fear of fovereign power. There were peo. 
pie of all nations, conditions and qualities. The 
number was fo great, it looked more like ad 
armj than an aflembly, for which reafon they 
tnade choice of the open fields to meet in. On 
the one hand it was furprifing to behold the 
wonderful variety of garbs and countenances ; 
on the other the ears were confounded, and at* 
tention itfelf deceived by the (Irange diverfity of 
languages. The voices feemed to rend the uir, 
and refounded in the fame manner, as when itl 
the heat of harvcA time, the fields ring with 
the indefatigable noife of grafhoppers. The 
moil piercing cry was that raifed by the women, 
tearing their throats with adlions altogether dif* 
traded. All was full of tumultuous madnefs 
and raging difcord. The republicans would be 
governed by princes, and the fiibjefls of princes 
were for eredling themfelves into common- 
wealths. This controverfy fet a noble Savoyard 
and a commoner of Genoa together by the 
ears. The Savoyard complained, ^ That his 
^ duke was the perpetual motion, and confumed 
^ his fubjcAs with continual wars, to bear up bis 
** dominions, which are ever ready to fink be* 
fUwixt France and Spain* That this fafetjr 



AND THE HOUR OR ALL MEN. 237 

^ confided in embroiling the two kings at the 
^ expence of his fubjedls ; to the end, that they 
<* two being emplojred againft one another, nei« 
^ ther of them might fwallow him, fince both 
^ thofe princes alternatively, firft one and then 
*< the other conquer and defend him ; all which 
«* the fubjedls pay for, being never allowed any 
^ refpite to breathe. When France attacks, Spain 
^ fupports him ; and when Spain invades, France 
^defends him; and whereas, neither protedls 
^ him for his fake, but to obftrudl the other's 
^ enlarging his dominion by that acceflion, and 
^ becoming a nearer and more formidable neigh- 
*' hour ; the defence is often as fatal, if not 
^ more to the fubjcdls, than the invafion. The 
^ duke retains a fecret ambition to be thought 
" the founder of the liberty of Italy; bearing it 
M before him, the better to draw to his party 
^ the fee of Rome. The duke is difeafed of the 
•* diftempcr of King Cyrus, is perplexed with 
^ the remembrance of having been lord of Ge« 
y neva, and grows fick with the defire of being 
'* fupreme among the Italian princes. All thefe 
^ motives are fpurs to his ambition, which needs 
^ a curb ; and for thefe reafons, I come to pro- 
**. pofe, that Savoy and Piedmont may be form- 
*^ ed into a commonwealth where juftice and 
f^wifdom go verq» and liberty reigns.*' What 
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liberty reigns? Quoth the Genoefc, damning 
himfelf to the pit of hell, *' Thou art certainly 
** mad, and having never lived in a common. 
** wealth, doft not know the mifery and flaverj 
** that attends it. All the politics in the world, 
^ will never make us fet our horfes together. I 
*^ who am a Genoefe, born under that common* 
** wealth, which by its nearnefs, aiid the great 
*' contentions betwixt us, is well acquainted with 
** you, and come to perfuade your duke, with 
'* the aiTiftance of us the commons, to make 
** himfelf king of Genoa ; and if he accepts not 
** of it, I will go make the fame ofTcr to the 
^' king of Spain ; and from him to the king of 
^ France, and fo from one to another, till I find 
^ one that will take pity on us. Tell me, thou 
** ungrateful wretch, to the goodnefs of God to- 
'* wards you, in making you the fubje£t of a 
*' prince : Have you ever confidercd how much 
** eafier it is to obey one, than many met toge- 
** ther in one room, but as divided in manners, 
** inclinations, opinions, and defigns. Dofl not 
** thou obferve, monfter, that in commonwealths, 
** the government being annual and fucceflive 
^} through feveral families, it is confequently 
^* under an awe, and juftice is not freely diftri« 
^ buted, for fear left thofc who Ihall govern the 
^ next twelve months or three, ihould revenge 
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«> themfelves on him that goverfied before ? If 
*< a republican fenate confift of many, it is all 
^ confufion ; if of few, it only ferves to corrupt 
^ the fecurity and excellency of unity. Nor is 
<< this remedied by the duke, who either has no 
<* abfolute power, or lafts but for a time appoint* 
f* ed. If the government be equally divided 
f* betwixt the nobility and commons, they make 
.^ up an affembly of dogs and cats ; for the .one 
** propofea fnapping and barking, and the other 
^ anfwers, fcratching and clawing. If they be 
** rich and poor, the rich contemn the ppor, and 
^ the poor envy the rich. Conflder now what 
^ will be the iflue of envy and contempt. If 
'^ the power reft in the commons, neither will 
*^ the nobles be able to endure them, nor they 
" to bear not being fuch. Now, if only the 
^ nobility rules, I can compare the fubjedts to 
'' nothing but the damned in hell, and fuch are 
^•we the commons of Genoa ; Nay, could I fay 
" worfe of our condition, I ihould think this too 
/* little. Genoa has as many commonwealths as 
.'* nobles, and as many flaves as commons ; and 
** all thefe commonwealths meet in one palace, 
'* only to reckon up our ftock, that they may 
*' fqueexe us either by enhancing or abafing the 
^ value of money ; and as if they were inform- 
^ ers againft our eftates, their continual ftudy is 
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*• to deprefs us into poverty. They make ufe 
" of us like fponges, fending us abroad into the 
^ world, that plunging in trade, we may fuck 
** riches, and when they perceive us fwollen 
** with ca(h, they fqueeze us out for their own 
H ufe. Tell me then, thou curfed abominable 
^* Savoyard, what it is you aim at by your trea< 
** chery, what can be your infernal defign ? Do 
*^ not you perceive that the nobility and corn* 
'* monalty tranfmit their power to kings and 
** princes, in whom being removed from the 
'* pride of the former, and lownefs of the latter, 
** it compofes a fupreme head, authorifed by a 
'* peaceful and difinterefted majefty, over which 
*' the nobility dares not infult, and under which 
** the commonalty does not groan.'* 

They had fallen foul of one another, had they 
not been prevented by the muttering of a drove 
of legiflators, driven by a rabble of women, who, 
with open mouths, confounded them, fliricking, 
and threatening to fall on with their teeth: 
One of them of fuch tranfcendant beauty, that 
it was increafed by the hideoufnefs of paflion, 
which is an affedion that adds deformity even 
to the fiercenefs of lions, delivered herfelf in 
thefe words : /* Tyrants, for what reafon have 
** you alone made laws againft women without 
^ their confent^ according to your own fancies. 
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*' whereas they are an equal part of the two 
•* wherein human government condfts. You 
" exclude us the fchooU merely through envy. 
^ becaufe we fliall exceed you; and deny us ths 
" ufe of arms, for fear you fliould be conquered 
•* by our anger, as you are already by our fmilcs. 
^ You have conditutcd yourfclves the fupreme 
«* judges of peace and war, and we fuflcr your 
*' extravagancies. Adultery in us is a crime 
<' punifliabk with death, and among you it is a 
" mere jeft. You will have us be good, that 
"you maybe wicked, and require us chafte^ 
" that you may be lewd. We have not a fenfe 
" but what you keep under hatches; you tie up 
" pur feet, and hoodwink our eyes. If we look, . 
" you fay we are impudent ; if others look on 
** us we are dangerous. And thus, under -co- 
t* lour of modefty, you condemn us to forfeit ■ 
•• our reafon and fenfes. It is your jealoufy, 
** you fcoundrels, not our own weaknefs, that 
" often perfuades us to a£t that againft you, for 
•• which you arc mod watchful over us. More 
" are made wicked by you than would be fo of 
^themfelves. If you, fenfelefs rafcals, make 
•* yourfelves the forbidden fruit to us, it follows 
^ of necef&ty, we (hall all become fo many Eves 
•* againft you. Very many are good when they 
** are put into yoyc hands, . and you force them 
Vol. II. M . 
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•* to be wicked; and you receive none fo wicked, 
•• but mod of you oblige them to be worfe. All 
" your gravity confifts in the wild hairinefs of 
** your faces ; and he who thinks his beard will 
** make the biggeft bru(h, thinks himfelf the 
** ablcft mail ; as if the (Irength of the brain 
** lay in long bridles^ which rather look like a 
** tail than a head. This is the day thefc griev-. 
*' ances mud be redrelTed, either by allowing us 
** a (hare in learning and government, or by 
*f giving us a hearing, and doing us right againft 
** the laws eftablifhedi enading fome more fa- 
V vourable for us, and repealing others that are 
•* prejudicial to us/* 

A doAor, whofe beard hung down in dag- 
locks, feeing the women in a crowd, and bent 
upon niifchief, relying on his eloquence, at- 
tempted to appeafe them with thefe words: " It 
'* is not without much dread I undertake to op- 
** pofe your fentiments, confidering reafon itfelf 
*^ is oft overcome by beauty, and rhetoric is of 
** no force, compared with your charms. How- 
** ever, tell me what law you can be intruded 
*^ with, fince the firft woman proved herfelf 
•• fuch, by breaking the law of God ? With 
** what fafety can weapons be put into your 
*« hands, fince, with ah apple^ you druck to the 
'' ground all the generation of. Adam, not to 
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** much as thofe that were hid in the diftance 
" of futurity efcaping ? You fay all laws are • 
«* againft you ; this were truth, had you faid you 
*^ were againft all laws. What power is there 
<' to compare to yours, though you do not judge 
«< according to the laws by means of the judges 
^ corrupting them. If we make laws, it is you 
*• that break them. If judges govern the world, ' 
*' and women the judges, it is the women that 
** govern the world, and debauch them that go- 
** vern it; for the women they love are more 
*' prevalent with many than the laws they read. 
** What the devil faid to the woman took place 
** with Adam, of what God faid to him. The 
^ influence of the devil is great over human 
*^ hearts, if he fpeaks through the mouth of one 
** of you. Woman is a rarity that ought to be 
^* feared and loved, and it is very hard to fear 
** and love the fame thing. He who loves only 
'* her, hates himfelf; and he who hates only 
" her, hates nature. What law is there which 
" your tears will not blot out, and equity is of 
*• force againft your fmiles? If we have cm- 
^ ployments and preferments, it is you that 
*' fpend the profits in your drelles. You have 
*' but one precedent to quote, which is your 
** beauty } when did you ever urge it that it 
^* did not take place ? Or, whofoever faw it that 
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did not fubmit ? If we.fuffcr ourfclves to be 
bribed, it is that we bribe you. If wc {train 
the lawSi and incline judicfi, it is for the mod 
part becaufe we advife with your charms; 
you run away^with the prize of the villanics 
you command us to adt, and we are left with 
fcandSal'of corrupt judges. You envy us our 
military employments, whereas you are be- 
holden to war for the happinefs of being left 
widows, and we for being buried in oblivion 
among the dead. You complain that adul- 
tery is a capital crime in you and not in us ; 
why, you charming white devils, if one flip of 
yours diflionours parents and children, and 
ftains a whole generation, how can you fancy 
death too fevcre a punifliment ? Whereas the 
honour of many innocent perfons is infinitely 
valuable above the life of a criminal. But let 
lis judge by your works how you value the 

* penalty. You cannot count the adulteries 

* you are guilty of; becaufe they are innumc- 

* rable ; and among us they are fo rare, we 

* have nothing to count. Death is a puniih- 
ment that deters others from falling into the 
iame crime ; but where does this appear by 
you ? To complain of our guarding you, is to 
complain that W€ value you, for no man takes 
pains to fecure what he defpifes* By what 1^ 
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^ have faid, it appears you are abfolute ladies of 
<< all things ; all things are fubjeA to you ; you 
'' enjoy peace, and are the occafion of war ; if 
•* you would a(k what many of you want, aflc 
*^ for moderation and brains.'' 

Scarce was the word brains out of his lips, 
when all the women together difcharged their 
fury upon the wretched dodtor, in a florm of 
blows, fcratches, and pinches, and fo outrage-^ 
oully did they pull his beard and hair, that they 
left him as fmooth as if he had been new ilia« 
ved, and looked more like an old woman tharr 
the reverend interpreter of the law. They had 
quite Hilled him, but that a multitude of people 
came in, hearing the noife and outcries. Among 
them a French mondeur, and an Italian mon* 
feignor, had already made known to one ana« 
ther their difpleafure by fomc good bangs, and- 
ialuted their countenances with cufls, followed 
by kicks, and fuch like familiarities. The 
Frenchman fretted with rage, and the Italian 
foamed with anger. Italians and Frenchmen 
flocked to them on all hands ; the Germans in- 
terpofed, and hiaving with much difHculty ap« 
peafed them, aflced . the caufe of their ftrife ? 
The Frenchman gathering up with both hands 
bis breechesf, which in the fcuffle were fallen 
over his legs, anfwered, ** All nations ate met 

" M3 
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** here this day, to redrefs their grievances, and 
" I among the reft was difcourfing with others 
" of my countrymen concerning the miferable 
** condition France is in at prefent, and how the 
" French are opprcfled under the tyranny of 
*^ Cardinal Richlieu. I was laying open with 
" what art he pretends the king's fervice, at the 
** fame time he degrades him ; how he covers 
•• the fox under the purple robe ; how, by em- 
** broiling all Chridendom, he diverts all from 
** looking into his practices ; how his fubtilty 
** makes ft property of his prince's favour ; and 
** how he had put the power of fea and land, 
<« governments, preferments, armies, and fleets, 
^ into the hands of his kindred and confede* 
** rates, defaming the nobility, and raifing the 
" unworthy. I was putting my countrymen in 
** mind how the Marlhal d'Ancre was hacked 
*' and hewed in pieces, and called to their re« 
** membrance Moniieur de Luifnes, and how 
" yet our king cannot rid himfelf of prime mi- 
•• nifters, fliowing how this laft Mas the only 
** friend to tlie other two, whofe reputation he 
/* eftabliflied by blackening his own. I was diC- 
" covering to them how of late years traitors 
** have hie upon the mod pernicious art that 
^* ever hell invented ; for perceiving that to 
f* ufurp kingdoms is become treafon, and that 
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^ he who attempts it is puniflicd as a traitor, 
«* the better to fecure themfelves in their wicked 
^ pradlices, they ufurp the kings, calling them* 
^ felves favourites ; and thus, inflead of being 
** puni(hed as traitors, they are adored as kings 
*' of kings, I was propodng, do now propofe, 
** and will again propofe in the general meet* 
*' ing, that for the perpetuating the fucceilion, 
*' eflablifliing of kingdoms, and extirpating this 
** feA of traitors, an inviolable and indifpenfable 
!^ law ihould be ena<fled, ordaining, That what* 
*' foever king of France (hall fubjed himfelf to 
** a favourite, be and his heirs ihM ipfo /a£lo^ 
'* forfeit their title to the crown, and their fub« 
*• jedls be abfolved from their oath of allegi- 
f nnce ; for the Salique law, which excludes 
** females, does not prevent fo manifeft a dan« 
" ger as this that cuts off favourites. I added, 
*' that at the fame time it fhould be ordained, 
" That whatfocver fubjeft, under that title, pre- 
^* fumed to ufurp his king, Ihould fufier an in« 
** famous death, and forfeit all the eftate and 
/' honours he flood pofleflcd of, his name for 
'* ever remaining fcandalous and execrable. 
•* Now that diftraded Bergamafco never confi- 
** dering what was faid by me, who never fo 
** much as once thought of the nepotes of 
^ Rome, called me heretic, faying. That in de« 

M 4 
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'* tcfling favourites^ I detefted the nepotes, for 
^ that favourite and nepot are two names, yet 
** but one and the fame thing ; and though I 
^ bad not /poke a word tending to that mad 
*^ notion, he attacked me as you all beheld/' 

The Germans, with the reft of the fpedlators, 
were furprifed and amazed. With much difS- 
culty they directed each to his poft, and difpo. 
fed the multitude into a filent auditory, to hear 
the propofitions which were to be made in the * 
name of them all, by a ruddy lawyer who had 
fet them all a^madding, and put into their heads 
lUch wild and extravagant demands. Two trum* 
])ets gave the fignal for filence, when he, ftand- 
ing upon an eminent place in the midft of the 
multitude, which fwarmed about, delivered him«. 
felf in this manner : ** The thing we all aim at 
*^ is the general liberty of all, to be purchafcd 
*♦ by contriving how we may be fubjedl to ju- 
^* ft ice, not to violence : That reafon may go- 
*^ vcrn us, and not the abfolute power of the 
** will : That we may belong to thofe who in* 
^* herit, not to them that ravifli us : That we 
*^ may be the care of princes, not their mer« 
^ chandife ; and in commonwealths compa- 
^* nions, not flaves ; limbs, not lumber ; bodies, 
** and not fliadows : That the rich man hinder 
^^ not the poor from growing ricb» nor the poor 
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•grow rich by plundering the wealthy : That 
^ the nobleman defpife not the commoneri nor* 
*^ the commoner hate the nobleman } and that 
^ the whole care of the government be employ^ 
<* ed in encouraging the poor to grow rich^ and 
^ honouring the virtuous. And in preventing 
^ the contrary, care mud be taken tliat no one 
** man become greater and more powerful than* 
^ all the reft ; for he who excels all others dc- 
Y^ ftroys equality, and they that fuffer him to 
^ exceed encourage him to qonfpire. Equality 
^ is the harmony in which confifts the mufic of 
*' tlic commonwealth's peace ; for when diflurb^ 
^ ed by an excefs, it becomes difcord, and what 
^ before was concert becomes noife; Common*^ 
^ wealths are to be fo united with kings as the 
"earth. (which rcprefents the former) is with^ 
" the fca (reprefenting the latter):. Thcfe aU 
*" ways embrace, one another, yet fo as the earth 
". always defends itfelf againll the encroachment 
" of the fea by its ban];s ; the fca always thrca^^ 
" tens the earth, wears and endeavours to over- 
" flow and fwallow it up} and the earth, ever 
'* fixed and unmoved^ oppofes the perpetual 
*' motion and inconftancy of the fea. The fca 
!' fwells with every wind, every blaft makes the 
^ earth fruitful. The fea groMrs rich« with what 
;; the ettrth. commits to it, and the earth with< 

Ms 



ajfO FORTUNE IN HER WITS, 

** hooks and nets drains and depopulates the 

^* fea. Even as all the fecurity and fhelter 

'* againft the fea is in the land» which furnifties 

^* harbours, fo commonwealths are a refuge 

** againft the revolutions and ftorms of king. 

** doms. Commonwealths ought always to 

** make war with their heads, feldom with their 

** hands, they muft have armies and fleets ready 

*^ in the grcatnefs of their ftock, which is the 

** celerity that lays hold of all opportunities. 

** They are to make war upon kings by fetting 

'* <}ne againft another; for monarchs, though 

^ they be fathers, fons, brothers, and relations, 

** are like fteel and file, which though not only 

^ near allied, but the fame fubftancc and me- 

** tal, yet the file alway} cuts and wears away 

** the iron. Commonwealths are to aflift rafh 

'* princes, fo far as may ferve to overthrow 

** them, and the more cautious far enough to 

** make them rafli. It is their heft policy to 

^* honour trade, becaufe it enriches and carries 

^* men throughout the world, gaining them 

*' praAical experience, by which they difcover 

** the ports, cuftoms, government, ftrength, and 

** defigns of their neighbours. The ftudy of 

•*< politics and mathematics ought to be encou- 

** raged, as advantageous to the public ; and 

^ nothing ought to be fo much contemned as 
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" idletiefs, though under never fo fpecious a 
*^ title, or riches devoted to luxury. All public 
f* fports fliall confiil of the exercife of fire-arins« 
^ and handling of other weapons, as iis ufcd in 
^ battle, that they may be at once ufeful and 
^ diverting ; at the fame time fports and exer-. 
M cifes ; and then will it be decent to frequent 
^* the theatres, when they arc academies. All 
** formality of garb is to be abfolutcly condemn- 
*' ed } and all the di(Un<5lion betwixt the rich 
" man and the poor muft be, that the former 
'' extend relief, and the latter receive it ; and 
'' virtue and valour fhall make the difference 
'^ betwixt the nobleman and commoner, for 
** thofe virtues were the foundation of all an« 
*' cient nobility, I will here drop a few words 
*Vout of Plato; let him that has need of them 
!• gather them up, for I do not know to what 
** purpofe I bring them, but fomebody or other, 
<' perhaps, may know to what purpofe he fpoke 
*' them in the third Dialogue, De Repub. vel dc 
** y^lfto. They arc thefe ; Jj^hur rem pubUcam 
^' ailmiwjlrantibiu pracipue^ Ji quibus aliis incntiri 
" //Vrt, vel bfjllum, vel civium caufa in eommu/icm 
'* civitatis ntilitatem^ reliquh autem d mefidatio 
'^ abjlinendum tjl. If it be lawful to any to lie, 
'Vit is chiefly allowable to them who govern 
V tb« commpniv9aUt)» either on account of the 

M6 
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•• enemies or citizens, for the common advaa- 
** tagc of the city ; all others are to abftain from 
** lying. I cannot but refltd, that whereas the 
*^ Catholic church condemns this dodlrine of 
•* Plato's Commonwealth, yet there are many 
^ that value thcmfelves upon being his com- 
^ mon wealth. Let us come now to- what is 
^ propofed by th« fubjefts of kings. Thefe 
•* complain, that they are all become eleftiye^ 
^ becaufe thofe who are and continue heredi- 
" tary, eled favourites^ who become kings by 
•* their eleftion. This is that enrages them, be« 
" caufe the French tell us, that princes, who, 
'* for the better government of their kingdoms, 
•* whoHy give themfelves up to their favourites,. 
** are like galley -Haves who travel by force, 
** turning their backs to the port they go to ; 
^ and that the favourites are like jugglers, who 
** the more they deceive^ the more they enters 
^ tain; and the better they conceal their fleight 
*^ from the eyes, and baflle the feafes and un» 
^ derflnnding, the more they are valued and 
^ praifed by him that pays for their tricks to 
^* divert himfelf. Their chief art confifts in ma- 
** king him believe that is full which is empty, 
^^ that there is fomething where there is no* 
^ thing, that thofe are wounds in others^ which. 

^ ftfebut.bjruifes in his armour^ and: that throw 
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"* away what they hide with their hand. They 
^ fay they give him money^ and when he looks 
^ upon it, he finds dirt or rubbifli. Thefe com- 
^ parifons are vile, but thefe men make ufe of 
•• them for want of better, and fo they affirm 
^ thofe kings are equaHy to blame, who will not 
^ be what the great God made them, and thofe 
^ who would be what he made them not. They 
^ prefume to fay, that an abfolute favourite 
^ brings upon kings the fame that death does 
** upon man, (i. e.) novainformam cadaveris. A 
^ new form of a carcafs, to which follows worms 
^ and corruption, according to the opinion of 
^ Ariilotle, in his Prince.. 

^ Fit refulutio ufque ad matenam priinam." 

That is, " There remains nothing of what was 
^^ but the bare refemblance. So much for this 
*' point. Next, let us go upon the complaints 
** againft tyrants, and the reafon there is for 
•• them. For my own nart, I know not who I 
^ fpeak of, or who I fpeak not of, whoever un« 
^ dcrftands me may explain me. Ariftotle fays, 
y He is a tyrant who has more regard to his 
•* private interellN than to the public. Whofo* • 
** ever can inform of any who are not compre* 
^bended undec this definition, may give an ac« 

^ cpunt of tbeip,.and tbcy.ihall I)e well rewards 
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** ed. They complain more gricvoufly againft 
" tyrants ivho receive benefits of thcmi than 
** they that are opprefled by them : For the be- 
** nefits of tyrants make men criminals and ac« 
•* complices, and their feverity proves them vir* 
^* tuous and deferving. They are of fuch a na« 
** ture, that innocence in their dominions mud 
•• be miferable that it may be happy. A tyrant, 
" in refped of his covctoufnefs and avarice, is a 
** wild bead ; in refpeA of his pride a devil, and 
" in refpeft of his riotoufnefs and luxury, all 
** manner of wild beads and devils. Nobody 
** confpires againfl a tyrant fooner than hinifelf; 
'* whence it follows, it is eafier to kill a tyrant 
•• than to endure him. The favour of a tyrant 
*^ is ever fatal, the greateft good he does him he 
*• favours mod, is to delay doing him harm. Po- 
•• lyphemus in Homer is the emblem of tyrants. 
** He favoured Ulyfles, difcourfing with him, 
** and inquiring into his merits, he heard his en« 
** treaties, faw his didrefs, and all the kindnefs 
** he offered him was, that after eating all bis 
'* companions, be would devour him at lad. Let 
^* no man hope more favour from a tyrant that 
« devour thofe under bis power, than to be the 
^' lad eaten; and it is to be obierved, that though 
<* the tyrant grants it as a favour, he that is to 
^ be eaten takes the. delay for an addition of 
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<< cruelty. He that is to devour you after all 
^ the reft» begins to eat you in all thofe he eats 
" before you. The longer he delays feeding on 
** you, the longer you have to lament you (hall 
" become his food. Ulyfles was prefcrved by* 
\* the giant as fuftenance/ not as a gueft. To 
'* keep him in his den, in order to transfer him 
** to his (lomach, was more like burying him a- 
*^ live than entertaining him. UlyiTes put him 
" to fleep with excefs of wine. The bane of 
** tyrants is fleep. You that are fubjcft to theno 
*' cad them into a fleep, harden your fpikes at 
" the fire, put out their eyes ; for that done, it 
^ " was nobody did what every one defired fliould 
•* be done. The tyrant Polyphemus cried, No- 
*• body had blinded him, becaufe Ulyfles, with 
** wonderful fagacity, had told him his name 
** was Nobody. He named him with defire of 
'* revenge, and defended him by the double 
" meaning of the words. Tyrants themfelves 
*' excufe thofe that kill them, or put out their 
" eyes. Ulyfles made his efcape, difguifed with 
^* a flieep's flcin among the flieep he kept. That 
*• which a tyrant moft carefully preferves, pre- 
^* ferves his deftroyer againfl him. Having pre* 
** mifed thus much, it remains to tell you, that 
'* we fubjedts are met here this day to confult 
I* how we may defend ourfelves againft^thear- 
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** bitrary power of thofe who cither meditate^ 

** or immediately govern kingdoms and com* 

^ monwealths. The chief heads I have to offer 

** to this purpofe are thefe : That all counfellors * 

** be fixed for ever in their pods, without hoping 

^ to rife a (lep higher, becaufe there is no room 

^ for application or juftice,^ where a man has 

** one charge, and aims, at another ; and the 

^ ambition of afcending. to another more emi* 

** nent employment^.makes him look upon him* 

*' felf as a paflenger not a refident; fo that 

** his charge ferves only to purchafe that he 

** afpires to; and being thus diflraded he at* 

** tends neither ; not that he has, becaufe he 

** defigns to leave it^ nor that he defires, becaufe 

*' as yet he has it not. Every man is ufeful in 

** that pod where he has gained experience; and 

^^ troublefome where he learns the firft rudi^ 

** mentSi becaufe they remove from buiincfs 

•• they were verfed in,, to that they do not un^ 

** derftand. What honours are conferred on 

** them, mud ftill be fuch as are proper to their 

^ profeilion, not mixing civil and military, led 

^ the fword and the gown render the habit di& 

** agreeable ; for the gown is cumberfome to the 

N^ fword, and the fwbrd. difdains to be hid under 

** the gown. The next thing is^ That rewards be 

|« indifpenfablcy that is^ oat only : that .they be 
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«* beflowed on the unworthy, but that they be 
^ not permitted to pretend to them ; for if the 
^ reward of virtue be exhaufted on vice, the 
** prince or commonwealth will be robbed of 
^ their greateft trcafure, and the metal of which 
^ the recompenfe confifts, will become bafe and 
*^ contemptible. Neither the deferving, nor un« 
'' deferving muft expedt it ; the former, becaufe 
•• it muft be immediately given him ; the latter, 
'* becaufe he muft never have it. Gold and 
** diamonds were better employed in making 
!' fetters to fecure criminals, than in military and 
** honourable enflgns bellowed on vagabonds 
** and vicious perfons. This dodlrine was well 
** received among the Romans, who, with a 
^branch of laurel or oak, rewarded more 
*' wounds, and vidories over cities, provinces, 
^ and kingdoms, than it bore leaves. Let only 
*' the brave and experienced be admitted to 
^'councils of itate and war; let the blood they 
^* have fpilt, and their qualifications, not the 
** pride of long genealogies, be their recommen* 
^ dation. The brave and fortunate are to be 
i* preferred to military employments. To be 
** fortunate as well as valiant is a great addition. 
** Lucan gives this advice : > r ' ^ 

• -i-««»Fatis accede, Dcifque^ ' - • 
£t cole fcUcesy miferos fuge. ' 
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" I have always read thefe words with delight, 
*' and this admirable poet (let who will deny it) 
/* with attention, as preferable to all but Honker 
** for politics and military fenfe. The courts of 
** juftice are to be filled with learned and didn- 
•• tereftcd perfons. He who is not covetous, is 
" fubfervient to no vice, becaufc vices induce 
** the intcreft for which they are fold. Let them 
*^ know the laws, but not more than the laws. 
** Let them caufe them to be obeyed, not malcc 
^* them obedient to their wills. This is the very 
^ touchilone of judgment. I have faid, you 
**'may now fay what occurs, and propofe the 
*y mod convenient and pradicable redrefs againft 
•* your grievances." 

He ceafed, and the auditors being a niulti« 
tude of feveral nations and languages, there en« 
fued fuch a confufed buzzing of unintelligible 
jargons, that it founded as if the whole clack of 
the tower of Babel had been turned loofe in 
that place. They underftood not themfelve9, 
nor one another. All was filled with contention 
and difcord^ and by their looks and adions they 
appeared like an affembly of people, dillradted 
or poflefled. Then the congregation of (hep- 
herds, whom the Iheep*ikins, bound about with . 
flings, are rather a reproach than a defence a- 
gainft the weather, faid, ^< They muft be heard 
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w immediately before any others, bccaufe their 
•• (heep had rebelled, faying, That they kept 
•• them from wolves who eat them one by one 
•• at a time, to the end they themfelves might 
<< fliear, fleece, kill, and fell them all at once. 
« And fince the wolves at mod devoured one, 
•* two, ten, or twenty, their defign was, that the 
" wolves would guard them againft the fliep- 
*V herds, not the fliepherds againil the wolves. 
'• That they looked upon the hunger of their 
*' enemies as lefs prejudicial to them than the 
'* avarice of their guardians, and had brought 
*' the fliepherds dogs as evidence againft them.*' 
There was not. one foul but faid, ** We guefs 
** what they would be at, the iheep are no fools 
" if they bring this to pafs." 

At this Hand they were when the hour af- 
feAed them, and being all enraged, fome cried, 
*• We are for the wolves ;•* others, *' They are 
•• all wolves;" others, " It is all the fame thing ;•*' 
others, " They are all bad j" and many others 
contradicted them. The lawyers perceiving 
them ready to fall to loggerheads, in order to 
appeafc them, faid, '^ It was a cafe that required 
** mature deliberation, therefore advifed to defer 
'* it till thft next day, and to have recourfe to 
^ the churches to implore a bleifing on their de« 
"bates.*' 
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The Frenchmen hearing that word, cried out^ 
«• If there muft be recourfe to the churches, we 
^* are undone, and we fear the fame fliould be« 
*^ fal us as did the owl when (he was fick. She 
" advifing about her diftemper with the fox, 
*^ whom flie judged the mod ikilful among the 
^* beads, and alfo with the rook whom, (lie took 
** for a phyfician, becaufe (lie often fuw him iip<r 
•• on carrion mules, they told her there was no 
*^ remedy for her but to repair to the temples. 
'* The ow^ hearing their opinion, anfwcrcd, 
•* Then my cafe is defperate, if the remedy is 
** only to be found in thofc holy places, for I 
** have left them all in the dark, fucking, the oil 
** out of the lamps, and there is not an idol that 
•• I have not bewrayed.** The Italian hearing 
this difcourfe, with all his might cried put; 

V The comparifon is allowed you, and we make 
^* bold to put you, and all fuch as feed upon the 
^ church, in mind of what Homer refutes of the 
^* mice, when they fought with the frogs, foe 
^* then they having recourfe to the gods for theis 
** afliftance, all the deities excufed themfelves> 
^ fome faying they had gnawed their hands; 
** others their feet, others their garments, others 

V their crowns^ and others the tips of their 
^ nofci^ fa that there was none but mi(red fome 
** part of his image, and bore the marks of thciv 
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« teeth/* Good God ! what a hideous tumult 
the mopfieurs raifed againft the poor Italian, 
the confufion of hell is nothing compared to it. 
The whole multitude ran great danger in en- 
deavouring to pacify them. At length with- 
held, but not filenced, they are parted, all com- 
plaining of what they endured, and every one 
raving, that he might change his condition with 
another. 

As thefc things were in agitation upon earth, 
and the gods attentively looking on, the Sun 
faid, ** The hour is now at the lail gafp, and 
^ the fliadc of the gnomon will in a trice touch 
" the number five. Great father of all, do thou 
^ determine whether Fortune fliall proceed be- 
'* fore the hour expire, or elfe wheel and roll 
** back as (lie ufed to do.'* Jove anfwcred, «• I 
" have anfvvercd, That during this hour, which 
" gave to every man what he deferved, thofc' 
•* who, becaufe they were poor and defpicable, 
** were alfo humble, are become proud and in« 
'' tolerable ; and thofe who being rich and re« 
** fpeded, were confequently vicious, perverfe, 
" arrogant, ai)d wicked, feeing themfelves poor 
^ and abjcA, are become penitent, bafliful, and 
^ gious ; fo that the «onfequence is, that thofe 
^ who were good men are become knaves, and 
f the knaves good men. This little time may 
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•• fuflicc to fatisfy the complaints of mortals, 

•• who feldom know what they aflc of us j for 

^* fuch is their frailty, that he who does ill when 

** he can, forbears when he can do it no longer, 

^* and this is not repentance, but a forced re* 

^* fraining from wickednefs. Oppreflion and 

** niifery curb, but do not. corred them. Ho« 

/* nour and profperity make them a&, that, wliich 

** if they had fooner attained^hem, they would 

^* always have afled. Let Fortune diredl her 

^* wheel and globe in their former courfe, and 

^* caufe merits in the wife, and puniflmient to 

** the fenfelefs, wherein our infallible providence 

«« and divine prefcnce (hall always be affifting to 

** her. Let all men receive what flie diftributes; 

** that is, cither frowns or fmiles, lince neither 

*' are bad in themfelves ; for patiently enduring 

** the former, and magnanimoufly contemning 

** the latter, they both became equally advan* 

** tageous. And let him that receives and makes 

^* his misfortune of what he takes to himfelf, 

** complain of himfelf, and not of Fortune, who 

^^ gives to all indifferently, and without favour 

** or affeAion. We peroiit Fortune to com* 

*^ plain againft men, who making a wrong ufe 

'* of their profperity or adverfity, defame and 

••curfeher." 

• At this time it (truck five, and the hour of 
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tU men was at an end. Then Fortune well 
plcafed with what Jove had faid, changing 
hands, began again to ravel up the cares of the 
world, and unwind what was wound backwards; 
which done, fixing her globe on the regions of 
the air, (he Aid down as if ihe had been upon 
ice, till (he found herfelf upon earth. 

Vulcan, that blackfinith god who keeps time 
with his hammer, cried, ** It is hungry weather, 
^ and I being in hafte to obey, left two ropes 
^ of garlic a-roa(ling at my forge, to break my 
*• faft with the Cyclops." AH- ruling Jove or- 
dered meat to be brought, and immediately 
there appeared Iris (chambermaid to Juno) 
with nedlar, and Ganymede with a platter of 
ambrofia. Juno, who fpied him by her huf- 
band's fide, and had more mind to fuck his . 
blood than to fwill the heavenly liquor, fpitting 
fire, and hiding like an adder when his tail has * 
been trod, faid, ** Either this bardach or I mud 
*' reign in Olympus, or elfe I will fue for a di« 
** vorce in Hymen's court." Had not the eagle 
the rogue beftrided flunk away with himy flie 
had made hawks meat of him with her nails. 
Jove began to blow his thunderbolt, and flic 
faid, ^* I will fnatch it from you, to deftroy that 
'Mbdomitc page." Minerva, the produft of 
Jupitef 8 noddle, who, had he been a blockhead, 
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could never have been born, with fair words 
foothed Juno, enraged with the fight of her 
hufband's vile cupbearer. But Venus in a 
fume heightened her jealpufy, fcolding like a 
butter- whore, and rated Jove as if he had been 
a chimney. fweeper. Then Mercury letting 
loofc his clack, faid, *^ All would do well,'' and 
therefore defired them not to difturb the hca* 
venly banquet. Mars feeing the ambroHa hand- 
ed about in china diflics, like a roaring bully 
deity, cried out, " Damn your cofleediihes, let 
** the Moon and other petty goddefles drink out 
•• of them." Then mixing Bacchus and Nep- 
tune, he fwallowed down both the gods at two 
or three pulls, and laying hold of Pan, he fliced 
him out, and cutting up his flocks of fheep, de- 
^ voured them by wholefale. Saturn ftayed his 
flomach with half a dozen children. Mercury, 
like a true fponge'r, (luck clofe to Venus, when 
ihe was cramming her chops with bifcuits and 
' fugar-plumbs. Pluto drew out of his knapfack 
fome griikins Profcrpine had piovided for his 
journey j Vulcan, who ftood gaping, perceiv- 
ing it, came limping towards him, and cour- 
teoufly intruding hin^elf with much ceremony, 
began to lay on and fwallow. The Sun, who 
is the father of jollity, pulling out his lute, fung 
a hymn in praife of Jupiter, running divifion 

3 
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Without end. Venus and Mars being oflTended 
at the gravity of the tunc, and fcriourncfs of 
the words, he, to the harmony of a pair of 
tongs, roared out a bawdy fong, and flie rattling 
a pair of overgrown caftanets, danced a jig, as 
if (he would have (kipped over the heavens, and 
lliaken herfelf to atoms, tickling with her wan« 
ton motions the hearts of all the gods. Her 
' dance fet them all into fuch an itching, that 
they could not hold their hands or feet ftill. 
Jove, wliofe mouth watered at the lewd motions 
of the goddefs, faid, ** This is a farewell to Ga« 
*' nymede, and no quarrel/' He gave them 
leave, and they being all full and fatisfied, flunk 
away, crying, '* The devil take the hindmoft," 
and the lot fell to the eagle (Iriding cupbearer. 
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BY tHE MXCHTY 



OLD FATHER TIME, 

A 

PROCLAMATION. 



We, the mighty Old Father Time, the mod 
knowing mailer in the world, univerfal heir to 
all mankind, fovereign lord of all things, death's 
champion, and one of her privy council ; fu- 
preme judge in fpirituals and temporals, and 
general overfeer of the univerfe ; having our 
commifiion from the Almighty, and being ac« 
cordingly informed of very many great and in. 
tolerable abufes committed in this worldly com* 
monwealth, tl^t our zeal for reformation may 
appear, do (Iridly charge and command all our 
juftices, and other officers in all parts whatfo* 
ever, that they obferve and fee all that is con- 
tained in this our proclamation be obferved, 
under the penalties herein mentioned. 

Imprimis^ In regard we have been informed of 
the great cheats and extortions by innkeepcifi 

■ Na , 
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we do ordain then, for the future, their houfes 
be not called inns, but exchanges of thieves, 
becaufe their trade is rather robbing than felling, 
upon pain of his being obliged to make ufe of 
them, who fliall be found guilty of the con* 
trary. 

Item, Being informed that there is a fort of 
fponging eleemofynary travellers, who lie at 
friends houfes longer than they ought to do, it 
is our will that the firil day they be made wel- 
come, received with a pleafant countenance, 
and lovingly entertained } the fecond day they 
fliall be treated after an indifferent manner, 
and the third with negled and uneafinefs, look* 
ing upon them no longer as friends, but enemies 
to the houfe and ellate. And we order all who 
feed upon the public to be baniflied our com- 
moiuvcalth. 
Item. Perceiving that generally barbers have a 
' natural inclination to fidling and fcraping, we 
dire£t, that, inftead of a long pole and bafon, 
their (ign be one, or fevecal fiddles, according 
to the barber's dock or ability. And in regard 
that they throw away men's beards into the dirt, 
they being a thing of refpe^t and honour, it is 
our will, that, for the time to come, they pre« 
ferye them to make bruflies to clean pictures 
and theit-own looking glafles. That confider* 
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ing every timie they trim, a man looks ten years 

younger than he did before, which is like ilat-> 

tery in painting; therefore, for the future, they 

iliall not be called barbers but painters. 

Item, For as much as all painters arc naturally 

flatterers, and make it their bufmefs to mend all 

the faults of nature, and perceiving they can-- 

not do the fame kindnefs to their own fons and 

daughters, who are feldom handfomc ; we do 

require, that hereafter, fince they can give no 

fatisfa<Story reafon for fo doing, they paint the 

ladies as they really are, and not with their 

hands on their breafls, as if they were fwearing^ 

by their honour the pidure was well done, nor 

in flrange wild habits, and fo loofe, as if they 

were in readinefs to go to bed with the firft 

man that comes in, and had all their breads ex- 

pofed to invite him to it. And if they fail 

hereof, we do ordain that they be called fyco« 

phants and flatterers, and that the owner does 

^ not like the pidure. 

Item^ Obferving the various feds and multi- 
tude of poets, it has pleafed God to permit to 
over- run the world, as a punifhment of our fins. 
It is our will that thofe that are to be worn out, 
the time allowed for fpending them be two 
yean ; and if any ihall remain after that time, 
fince all human means &il, they ihaU be laid by 

N3 



27^ A PROCLAMATION BY TIME. 

charms and fpells, as they do the devil. We do 
farther declare all thofe poets heathens and infi. 
dels, who difguife themfelves and their ladies 
under Pagan names, as Diana, Daphne, Cori. 
don, &c. 

Itenif In regard that ailrologers, poets, and 
rhetoricians have a conceit that they alone are 
niaflers' of figures, with which they conceal and 
palliate their cheats. We do declare that all 
thofe fliall be looked upon as fcurvy figures, 
who take off their hats to nobody, efpecially if 
it proceed from pride ; thofe who fpeak ill of 
every thing ; thofe who, to be thought contem- 
plative, dcfignedly fpeak from the purpofc, 
though they do it with premeditation ; thofe 
who have no eflate, and yet boaft of their extra- 
vagancies ; thofe who in dirty weather pick the 
ilones, and falute all the women they meet, 
though they be old and ugly ; thofe who would 
be thought to pray all the morning, and pick 
their teeth in the afternoon ; all old men that 
endeavour to look young, and gallant women ; 
and do require that thcfc laft be not permitted 
to go abroad without tutors, iince, notwithfland- 
ing their age, they would make themfelves chil- 
dren. We alfo include in this number all wo- 
.men who arc either handfome, or old, and yet 
paint, and . all widows that are ever talking of 
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their late hufbands, only to inveigle new ones ; 
as alfo thofe women, who, when they are in a 
coach, do not take notice of their moft familiat 
acquaintance, that fo they may be the more 
taken notice of themfelves. 

Itcm^ Obferving the pride and vanity of 
valets de chambre and footmen, grown faucy 
by the encouragement they have from their • 
mailers, and accordingly mimicking the gentle- 
men, by running in debt, wearing watches in 
their pockets, powdering their wigs, and talking 
of races, dogs, and whores. We do ordain that 
they be called gentlemen fcoundrels, or knights 
panders, and that they be obliged to lie with 
the horfes or dogs upon itraw, or on louzy flock 
beds, in the (lews where the profeffion is. 

lUm^ Obferving the ceremonious fubmiffive 
impcrtinency of Tome peifons in bowing and 
cringing, beyond the bounds of civility and 
Gourtefy, We do ordain, that it be looked upon 
as want of breeding and good manners ; and if 
they do not amend it, that they be for ever • 
obliged to continue bowing and crooked, like 
the devil that broke his back with carrying 
tailors to hell, and* that their breeches fall down 
when they are in moft company, 

Iteni^ We make it known to all kings and 
princes ia the worldi that they moft not think 

'N4" 
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thcmfelves the grcatcft bccaufe men are unco« 
vcred before them, for the heat is much greater 
to which they Hand bare and uncovered them* 
fclves. 

lienif For as much as we have obferved that 
there are abundance of tricks and contrivances 
in relation to giving and begging, for the better 
relief of purfes, and that there may be an eafy 
anfwer to all fharping and begging women, ' 
We declare, that for the future none (hall give 
any thing but the time of the day, good night 
and good morrow, a hand to a woman that 
falls, precedence to fuperiors in all places, and 
good words to all people. We farther dire^, 
that no man prefume to give gowns and petti* 
coats, upon pain of being reputed an afs ; but 
may be allowed to give as many promifes as he 
pleafes, never to be performed, and that he give 
all impudent jades to the devil who beg treats 
and entertainments. And if a man be compel- 
led to give any thing, let it be a little at a time 
and often, as phyliciaos advife people to drink, 
for fo it will lail the longer, and every gift is a 
frefli obligation. And it is our will, that all 
thofe who fhall not fulfil thefe our commands 
be for ever poor and in lo^v^e, and have neither 
money noir miftrefs. 

Itmt Being fenfible that .the worid fwarms 
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with a fort of impudent, fliamelefs and imperti* 
nent men of bunncfsi We dired, that they be 
excluded all oflices and employments, that only 
fome few of them be admitted to be clerks and 
beadles of pariflies, and the reft be diftributed 
about the country to inftrudt bafhful wenches^ 
and backward fchool-boys ; and that as many 
as remain be beftowed among the 'oyfter and 
herb- women, and for their punifhment inftead 
of executioners, that they be delivered up to be 
tormented by fools that have a conceit of their 
own wit. 

Item^ We declare all tradefmen madmen, who 
make any account of great men's promifes of 
payment ; and thofe great men to be reputed 
under the fume capacity, who value not what 
price they buy at, reckoning how long it will 
be before the)r pay, when they ought to confider 
there is no term fo long but comes at laft, and 
th|it always too foon, when they are obliged to 
part with the money, and then they all look 
like fools. 

Item^ In regard of the many murders^ and 
other mifchiefs, daily committed by phyficians, 
furgeons, apothecaries, babblers, Sir Poflitives and 
Ignoramufes, We do here declare them mortal 
enemies to the lives and reputations of nuuw 
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kind, as we do lawyers, attorneys, jilt$i and pick, 
pockets to their purfes. 

Item^ Being fatisfied there is a generation of 
ilaughtering bullies, who kill none but fuch as 
fuflfer themfelves to be killed, it is our will, that 
none be called bravoes, but fuch as are, or pre« 
tend to be; dcfcended from phyiicians, furgeons, 
and apothecaries. 

Itcm^ ConGdering the many irregularities com* 
xnittcd among thofc women, who by rcafon of 
their age might be called mothers. We do rc« 
quire, that whenfocvcr any that is above thirty, 
eight years of age fliall not laugb^ where there 
is cccadon, it (hall not be attributed to want of 
fenfe or fatisfadion, but of teeth ; and therefore 
for concealing of this defed, whenfoever they 
have an inclination to grin, they may be allow- 
ed to hold their fan or. their muff before their 
mouth. And this and no other formality (hall 
bo allowed to any above the age of twenty- 

Item^ Calling to mind the many extravagan- 
€f^ of leud men. We do forbid all perfons caU 
ling any thing pinked which is torn, or taking 
{Tet at what (landers by fay, becaufe they lofe 
At play ; or bei^g pofitive in any matter of no 
inoment, upon pain of being brought imo much 
trouble and 4angen It ihall therefore be aa 
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irrevocable law, that no man take pet at an/ 
timei or for an/ caufe whatsoever. It is alio 
our Willi that no man give the title of fading or 
abilemioufnefs to that wluch is really want of 
meat and neceflhry hunger. And whereas it i$ 
a common faying, that heats and colds, troubles 
and furfeits, deJlroy moft people, We declare,, 
that though it is true, beats and colds bring 
fome to their end, and fome few may come to 
it by forrows; yet that empty bellies bring, 
more to the grave, than all of them together. 

Item^ In regard that troubles have complain** 
ed to us that all gray hairs have been laid to 
their charge, We declare, that they are wrong* 
ed, and thofe are only the effeft of age, and fo^ 
we command all perfons to own. 

Ite7n, Refledling on the infinite multitude of 
madams there are now adays, which title has* 
been ufurped by all forts of women, from the 
palace to the oyfter-hall, We do ordain, that 
the faid title be turned out of all houfes of ere- 
'dit and reputation, and condemned to herb- 
women, chandlers, hawkers, whores, and bawds- 

Bem^ For as much as there is a great fcarcit/ 
of true friends, in regard there are only friends 
where there is no need, all words and nothing 
of fincerit/i We dired, that, for the Cutuce, all 
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friends be as well known as money, whofe value 
is tried before it comes to be ufed. 

Item, Perceiving how much every gallant 
values every thing that drops from his miftrefsi 
that he may take and keep it as a favour. We 
declare, that what drops in public is no favour, 
but a flight that he may buy her better ; and 
therefore he may as well take to himfelf what 
flie drops in private, which, though not fo fweet, 
is Icfs coftly. 

We farther ordain, that no woman wear filk 
upon iilk, nor one hufl}and upon another ; and 
that fome women pafling for maids, do not im« 
pofe upon the world what really is not. 

And for a comfort to the flaves in the gaU 
leys and mines, We declare, that they are no 
greater flaves than hufbands that have bad 
wives. 

Itemt Being fatisfied that cuckoldom is be* 
come a matter of honour and profit, and that 
many mifchiefs happen in the world, bccaufe 
they who are fo know not how to manage it, 
We do therefore ordain, that they be incorpo« 
rated into a company, and none admitted to it 
without being examined and approved of, though 
he be an alderman or a feaman. 

We alfo declare all patient hu(bands incapable 
of making a will| and think not fit they who 
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had none of their own when living, (hould be 
allowed it when they are dead. 

Wc farther forbid all men that have no teeth, 
marryingi cfpecially old or lean women; for 
women now-a-days are fo loofc and impudent, 
jthat they fcarce value men that fliow their 
teeth ; and as a wife is old or lean, a toothlefs 
hun)and will have enough to do to gnaw hen 

//tv/i, In regard it is requiPitc to comfort the 
hufbands, and fuy Ibmething in behalf of the 
women, We declare, that the latter give the 
former three good days, or nights, which are 
the wedding night, the firft time they are deli- 
vered, and when they die. And in anfwer to 
foul mouthed railers, who call women liars, We 
declare, they fpeak truth three times in their 
lives ; the firfl; when they fay, this head of 
mine makes me dillradled ; the fecond, when 
the huiband in bed bidding them turn this way, 
they reply, I have nothing elfe to think on, Til 
warrant you; and the lall, when thicy cannot 
eat at table becaufe they have crammed them- 
felves in private, and fay, I fliall' never have 
much ftomach as long as this courfe of life 
latts. 

We farther ordain, that whofoever fliall bap« 
pen to kill a bailiff's follower, or an informer, 
which is no better than an apple«womaa*8 cur. 
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a jailor^s tool, an ufelefs piece of lumber in the 
commonwealtht and the devils inftrument, or 
any other officer belonging to the evidencing 
trade, may be allowed to flay him, and carry 
about the (liin among all perfons who arc in 
law, that every one may give him a reward. 

Item^ For as much as we arc fcnfible there ii 
a fort of lawyers, who, lik-e common (Irumpets^ 
admit of every client, efpccially if he is but 
eager and paffionate, and put interpretations,, 
and make additions to the laws according to 
the crowns they receive, fo inverting their true 
fcnfe and meaning, We do ordain, that they be 
looked upon as hackney interpreters, and men 
that plead for the increafe of controverfies, and 
not for their clients; and we declare thofe 
countries happy which have none fuch, as thofe 
feas may be called pacific where there are no 
pirates. And in regard that the fenfelefs mul- 
titudc thinks all learning and wifdom confids in 
old age, and grizly long beards, we direft all 
fcholars, before they go to the unfverfities, to 
turn hermits for iomt years to enhance their 
(lock of beards, and abfolutely forbid their co* 
ming near the barber's, left they happen un- 
luckily to take off their knowledge in their 
beards. 

We iarthtr dedare aQ thofe to be void, of 
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fenfe and reafoDi who otherwife being well 
enough qualified, take a pride in being unman- 
nerl/i and incur the hatred of all men for refu- 
fing the civility of the hat, as if pride and ill 
nature were the only ingredients for making a 
man great. 

liem^ It is our will and pleafurc, that thofe 
who make a pradlice of calling every man Tom 
and Jack, though he be never fo grave a perfon, 
or very much above them, be obliged to make 
full rcftitution to all they have robbed of their 
jufl titles and honours, and be themfeives ever 
reputed incapable of any more refped than 
what they have ftiown to others. 

To conclude, In regard that abundance of 
poets are unhealthy, and in a dangerous condi« 
tion, by the overfweUing of their veins, We or- 
dain, that all furgeons take care in time to let 
them blood, and that they do it with fleams, as 
horfes are ferved, for fear of fpoiling their lan- 
cets, and incurring our high difpleafure. 

AJl which laws and ordinances we do enjoin 
our juftices to fee ftridly obferved» as is ufual 
in othQr cafes. 

By order of the invifible council, , 

Odiovs TzLLTKVTHf Secretary. 



* • 



■ ^ . . 



• r 



» k 



l» ' 



•.» • » • » 



V« 



TREATISE 

OF 

jiU Things wbat/bever^ and many more. 

By the moft Learned and moft Expertf ^ 

DR. WISEACRE. 

DeJUaied U tht Company ef Bufy-Bedutf and thi Stcitty ef 
Saiiltrt, and tit Tribt of Old Jmptrtttuncu. 



CHAP. I. 



Containing many wonderfulf unaccountable! and prodigious 

Secret8| which can never fail 

ADVERTISEMENT. 

Curious or flovcnly reader, for either may - 
ferve to the buiinefs in hand, I firfl give them 
the ftrange and ftupendous propolitions, where 
you may pitch upon the wonder you have a 
mind to perform, and obferving what number . 
it has before, feek the fame in the folutions, 
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where you will find the method of performing. 
Be not difcouraged at the difficulty you find in 
the propofition, for the folution will make it as 
cafy as pifling abed. . 

PROPOSITIONS. 

z. To oblige all handfome women to follow 
you if you are a man, and the rich gallants if 
you are a woman. 

2. To be fure of a good reception wherever 
you go, and it is infallible. 

3^ To make the woman you like run after 
you wherefocver you go, though you^ have ne. 
ver feen her but once in your life. 

4. That men and women may grant all you 
afk of them. 

5. To be rich and poilefs much money. 

6. To come at any woman wthout ever feit 
ing. 

7. That no clothes you have may ever wear 
out. 

8. That no hawk may fly away from you, 
though you turn him loofe. 

9. That you may never be troubled with the 
toothach. 

- liO. That you may never grow gray or old. 
lu How a barrcn.wonKm may have children^ 
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12. To prevent tailors Healing your cloth or 
fluff. 

13. That you may never die. 

14. That you may not die without fomebody 
to pray by you. 

15. To be fpeedily advanced to high pofts 
and places. 

• 16. To be in great elleem. 

17. To prevent growing old. 

18. To prevent difcovering a bald pate, 
though you have never a hair on it, without 
wearing a wig. 

19. That you may be fuccefsful in all law« 
fuits. 

20. That you may never lie long fick. 

21. That the bugs may not bite you at night. 

22. To be beloved by all men. 

23. To prevent confeffing on the rack, do not 
dlfcove): it to thieves and murderers. 

24. To fhake off all bolts and irons in pri« 
fons, though never fo fecure. 

SOLUTIONS. 

I. Be furc always to keep before them when 
they arc going. 

, 2. Give fomething in every place, and you 
will find fo good a reception that you will have 
caufe to repent. 
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3. Steal what flie has/ an^ ihe will purfue 
you to the end of the world. 

4. Delire the women to take all you have, 
and the men to give you nothing, and they will 
all grant it. ^ 

5. If you have money, keep it ; and if you 
have not| do not covet it, and you will be rich 
enough. 

6. If flie walks, put on ; if (lie puts on, run; 
if ihe runs, fly ; and you will foon come at her. 

7. Tear them to rags yourfelf^ and they wiU 
not wear. 

8. Full all his feathers, and heUl not fly a jot 

9. Draw them all, though it be no ornament 
to the jaws. 

10. Die when you are young or new born. 

11. Let her conceive and bring forth, and 
breed them up. 

12. Let them make no clothes for you, for 
that is the only remedy. 

13. Be not a fool, for only they die j unfor- 
tunate men are killed by the fword, lick men 
by their phyflcians, and fools die of their own 
accord. 

14. Commit fome heinous crime, and at the 
gallows you will not want fomebody to pray by 
you. 
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15. Get Upon the Alps or Fyrenean moun. 
lains. 

16. Get much money , live high, and treat all 
that come near you. 

X 7* Keep always in the fun in fumm^r, and 
in the wet in winter ; never give yourfelf reft, 
[ret at every thing that happens, eat your meat 
cold, and drink water, meddle in every body's 
bulinefs, for this is the Aire way never to come 
to be old. 

1 8. Wear your hat eternally, do not take it 
ofi' to go to bed ; if another takes oflf his to you, 
requite him with a nod or bow; and if any body 
fays you are unmannerly, tell them it is better 
to be fo than bald. And if any one fliould 
quarrel with you becaufe you are not civil, and 
fhould happen to kill you, it is better ftill to be 
dead than bald ; and take care to die with your 
hat on, as Julius Caefar did to cover his head 
when they murdered him« 

19. Never pay your counfellor, nor your fo- 
licitor, nor any fees of the court, for all that 
money is certainly loft, and it is a daily charge 
upon you. And if you pay them and gain your 
caufe, ftill your money is gone; and if you are 
caft, ftill worfe, And take noticCi that before 
you go to law, the controverfy is, whether the 
money is yours or anothers ; but when once the 
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fuit is begun, the contrivance is, that it be nei- 
ther yours nor the others, but theirs who pre* 
tend to defend you both. 

20. Send for your phyHcian when you are 
well, and give him money, becaufe you are not 
iick ; for if you give it him when you are ill, 
how can you expedl he fhould give you health, 
which he gets nothing by, and remove the di« 
ftemper he lives by. 

21. Sit up all night, and go to bed by day, 

22. Lend and never be paid, prefent, treat, 
bear, endure, do good turns, hold your peace, 
and fuffer yourfelf to be cheated. 

23* Deny all that is laid to your charge. 
24. Fay the jailor and they will all drop off. 



CHAP. II. 

Divination and Aftrology* 

Muck rain is a certain (ign of wet weather. 

Coughing, rheums, and pains in the teetb, 
betoken a cold. 

The Moon in Pifces^ iignifies (he has a fifli 
dinner, (Ira will decreafe, and the lanthorns will 
' be carried about at night. 

Whenfocver the Moon is in Taurus^ there is 
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00 doubt but they will have four horns betwixt 
them, and the fun will rife in the morning. 

The old moons make bad winter nights^ and 
then the winds make a noife if they blow hard. 

Jupiter in Libra, looks like a grocer at his 
(bales, and denotes there will be fummer and 
winter that year. 

Jupiter in Aries, denotes melancholy in all 
that cannot be merry. 

Venus in Gemini, portends that whores will not 
be fatisfied with one. 

Saturn in Capricorn, threatens the heads of 
hufbands who have lewd wives. 

Mercury in Leo, will not be unlike one that 
fliows wild beads, forefliows diftempers in thofe 
that eat abundance of melons and cucumbersi 
and drink water of them, and that the iick will 
die, if the phyfician take them in hand. 
The Moon in i\\z Dragon^ s Head, fignifies the 

dragon has a head. 

The full moon (igniBes that flie can hold no 

more ; and this is a certain rule. 
An cclipfe of the fun is the noblefl eclipfe, 

denotes it will be darkened whilft it lafts, and 

that aftrologers will tell abundance of lies, which 

fools will believe, and mighty men will dread. 
A blazing ftar with a long tail looks like qua« 

lity, and foretell abundance of people of all 
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forts will be gazing at it ; and if it be fiery, all 
the princes will die that year who cannot live 
till the next. 

A great conjundtion is a certain fign that 
many kings will meet, and fome be taken at 
cards. Many great men, as well as little ones, 
will contrive conjunctions with females, and 
fome of them will obftrud them« FtolerajTi 
OriganuSy Albumazor, 8cc. 



CHAP. IIL 

Of Omens. 

If you are going to buy any thing, and when 
you fliould pay for it, cannot find your purfe, 
it is the word omen that can happen, and un- 
lucky for your marketing. 

If you are going to fight, and drop your 
fword, it is much better than if your nofe bad 
dropped off; but if it happen to drop when you 
are fighting, and your head is broken, the omen 
is bad for you, but good for the furgeon. 

If you happen to fee crows fly acrofs you 
when you go abroad, let them fly, and take 
heed where you fet your feet. 

Tuefday is an unlucky day for thofe who tra< 
vel afoot without moneyi and for thofe who are 
caft into gaol. 
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If you hdppen to fpill the fait, to prevent the 
ill omeiii take it up and eat a dinner ; or if youl 
willnoti rife prefctitly from table, and eat do* 
thing' that day, which is the way to verify the 
omen, for it is no fmall misfortune to fa(t. 

All thofe are unlucky days and unfortunate 
hours to them on which the conflable feizes a* 
criminal, the bailiff arrefts a debtor^ the game* 
jller draws in a culley, the great man difcovers a- 
flatterer, and a whore enfnares a^ youtig man* . 

Three of the^ beft things in the world are 
very odious to three forts of people ; health to 
pbyficians, peace' to ibldiers, and finccrity to 
lawyers^ "^ 
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CHAF. IV. 

^How Things are to\)t done, and oh \vhat ]day»| tliat thcf 

may prove Fortunate. 

SuNPAY the fun rules ;. it is a good day to fpungc 
a dinner, and it does no harm though it be 
fomewhat better than ordinary ; for, according 
fo Galen and Hippocrates, furfeits thaccoftnd^ 
thing ate not dangerous ; atid the fun is* in bii 
own houfe, and you in another man*s« 

dnM6nda|ybuy'aUthatybucaQ'n)tet with 
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at an under-rate, or good, or take what is to be 
had for nothing. 

On Tucfday receive all that is given you, 
ivithout once excufing yourfelf or drawing back, 
for it is Mars's day, and he will look upon you 
Vfith an ill afpedi, if you (hould refufe the firft 
profTer, and not have a fecond. 

On Wednefday afk of every body you meet, 
and perhaps Mercury may give fome one va« 
nity enough to grant yoa fomething. 

Thurfday is a good day to believe nothing; 
that flatterers fay. 

Friday is a proper day to ihun a creditor, or 
^ an arreft, or any that would fpunge a dinner. 

Saturday is as convenient a day as any to lie 
abed long in a morning, to walk at your eafe, 
to eat a hot dinner, to talk at pleafure, to wear 
good clothes and eafy (hoes, becaufe Saturn is 
old and loves his eafe. 



CHAP. V. 

Of Fhyfiognomy. 



"Whosoever has frixly black hard hair, will put 
the barber to more trouble; and he who breeds 
lice will fccatch his head often.. 
He thatvis bald s^ill bay^ no hair; and if ht 
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happens to have any, it will not be on the bald 
place. If thefe men wear beards, their heads 
fliine, and their faces look like hairy heads, and 
their heads like beardlefs faces. 

He who has a low forehead, andfull of wrinkles, 
Will look like a monkey, and be ridiculous to all 
that behold him. 

He who has a high forehead, will have bis 
eyes under it, and will live all the days of his 
life, and this is infallible. 

Thofe who have little diminitive nofes funk 
in their heads, fo that ill fcents can fcarce find 
them out, are men, though they look like fome« 
thing elfe, and begin to be death's-heads whilft 
they are living. They are feldom choleric, be- 
caufe they can fcarce find their nofes to take 
faufF. 

A great mouth from ear to ear, fignifies much 
foam and no b^dle, and thefe are not hard« 
mouthed, but all mouth. 

A little mouth drawn up like a purfc, or a 
fnout, denotes darknefs within, and looks more 
like a loop-hole than a window. 

A watery mouth that is all foam when hot, 
fputters when it fpeaks, and overflows when ic 
laughs, will have need of a flabbering-bib. 

He who has great hands will have large fiogersg 
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and t«o nails on« them and the thumbsi and if 
he ftrikes hard it will fall heavy/ 

Sparkling eyes, have no ill fcent, and fliine. 

Green and blue eyes look more like birds 
than women. 

No woman that has good'eye$,.a|;ood'm()utb^ 
and good hands^ can never be handfome, or a. 
void being a fcarecrow ; for if once (he. values 
herfelf upon her eyes, ftie does fo ogle^ caft fuch 
languilhing looks, gaze^ about, and dart fuch 
glances, that the devil himfelf cannot endure 
her : If ftie has fine hands, fiie is ever beating 
time to all (he fays, righting her drefs^ and play- 
ing with her fingers, till (he will put a dead 
man out of patience. Then, if fhe has- curious 
teeth, her lips are ever tucked up, fhe laughs, 
Ihe grins, flie yawns, and is continually like a 
fnarling dog, or the piAure of a foul in helU So 
that you will find, that a mouth like a purfe, 
blear eyes, and clumfy hands^ much better, as 
contented with the ufes they were made for.. 

A woman that has a face like a hotchpoe^ 
with a f\vine*s fnout, coarfe flefh, as it were beef| 
and all other fuitable features, and valuing her- 
fc'lf upon her fine drefs,. pretending to beauty 
that is only purchafed at the (hops, deferves to 
be hung up for a figo, or ta be. qondemned to 
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tm eternal maflc, tiever to be taken ofT, for fear 
of difgracing her drefs. 

A lanthorn- jawed womra, with a hatchet* 
face, funk eyes, a hook tiofe, *paper lips, leather 
cheeks, dark gums, draggling teeth, and fuch a 
low forehead, that her hair ferves inftead of 
eyebrows, if (he happen to correA all thefe liv« 
ing enormities by her wit, when Ihc begs may 
have a hearing given lier, but no money, and 
(he may be allowed to take her degree in the 
univerfity, but not to have a lover. Let her 
words and wit be commended, but not her 
fliape or face ; give her a place in libraries, but 
none in your afTedtions; let her be heard at any 
time, but never looked at. 

There is a fort of concealed old women now 
in fafhion, who have all the efieds of age upon 
them, and give out, that they loft their teeth by 
a defludion, that their wrinkles belong to the 
family, and their gray-hairs came with troubles 
and ficknefs. Thefe are fit to be made houfe* 
keepers, or nurfes, for then it will be no fhame 
for them to be old, and they will not fuffer the 
very girls to be young, which will be fome rc^ 
venge, though they are pad redrefs. 

Women that have curious eyebrows, in all 
likelihood will have eyelaflies under them, and - 
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will be beloved if any body takes a liking to 
them. 

Whehfoever you fee a man that has but one 
eye, you may certainly conclude he has loft the 
other. 

* 

Tbofe who fquint will put others to much 
trouble to decide which way they look. 

Left-handed men are very ignorant, for it 
feems they do not know their right hand from 
their left, fince the one has the oiSce, and the 
other the place ; they are ill- contrived people, 
for they never do any thing the right way. 
' Never have any thing to do with a crooked 
man; but conclude he is of an ill inclination, 
and can never be upright, as long as he goes 
bowing. 

: An eunuch, who is neither man nor woman, 
and yet looks like both, is not to be endured, 
as being of the doubtful gender, and never to 
be relied on. 

They that have fmall feet, will need but little 
flioes, and will have a light pair of heels» ,-., J 
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CHAP. VI. 

Of Chiromanqri or Predi£Ung by the Lmei in the Handiir 

A (hort Chapten 

Curious Reader, 

All the lines you fee in the hands, fignify that 
the hand bows that way and not backwards, 
and that it doubles the joints; and therefore the 
great ones are in the joints, and the fkin being 
thin, the other fmall ones are made by the ga« 
thering of it: And to convince you of this 
truth, you may obferve, that there are lines on 
the neck, the forehead, the lips, the hams, the 
elbows, and the bottom of the buttocks, where 
the fkin gathers ; and therefore if thefe obfer- 
vations were true, as there is chiromancy, there 
ought to be frontimancy, collimancy, pediman- 
cy, nitimancy, &c. 



CHAP. VII. 

How to learn all Arti and Scleneei in one Day; 

If you defire to be mafter of all languages, 
fpeak them among fuch as do not uoderftand 
them. Probaium. 
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If you would be a Welchman, change all Vs 
into^Vt and the d^s into ^V, and the work is 
done; asfor^Z^o^, hyploot; for filue, hy plue^ 
&c. 

To be an Irifliman, fay Arra dearjoy^ and 
be meJhoUl^ and change lioh into/; as foxwbat^ 
^Kyfati for when, fen, &c. 

To be a ^Scotfrnan, turn e into a, i into ^^ and 
Q ipto i?, as for where ^ fay wbare; for die^ fay 
rfe^; ior Jbul, fay y2?f//; fpeak very broad, and 
never ftick at. bawdy, and that is enough. 

To be an Italian, turn c into cb, and r^^ into 
tj fay pian piano f and cazzo en culo^ &c. 
. To be a Frenchman, fwear begar,/fn»y,WfW, 
for me fay I, and put all your accents .09 jLhe 
laft fyj^ble^,^nd yoi^ nee4 no more, 
, X)utch is as «afy as the reft ; for it only re« 
quires faying 4^ for tbis, dat for tbat^ tur^ for 
tbird^ and then {wtVLxingfacramenien^ and calling 
upon ten bundred tou/and ton of devils^ and the 
work is over. 

As' for cant and ^ibberifti, every fchoolboy 
and rogue is %iafter of them. Latin is always 
taken for granted, Creek, Hebrew, and the 
Oriental languages are fo little known, that it i$ 
but faying you fpeak them, and few will que- 
ilion itt 

If you would be a famous phyfician, keep a 
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chariot with a pair of old horfeSy wear a great 
ftone ring, a black coat» and a wig that is neither 
long nor Ihort, without powder; and though 
you cannot read, you will be as abfolute a phy« 
fician as Galen or Hippocrates ; but if you walk 
on foot, you will never rife to the degree of a 
quack; for the main knowledge lies in the 
horfes. When you come into a houfe be aU 
ways in hade, feel the pulfe and look grave: 
Then alk, " Was he feverifli ?" If they fay he 
was, anfwer, " 1 thought as much/' Next, " Did 
" the fit laft long?" If they fay it did, tell themi 
" It plainly appears.'* If he has no ftomach, 
charge him not to eat any thing that is grofs ; 
but let him drink ptyfan, order a clyfter j if he 
fays he cannot take it, fay, " It is as much ad 
^' his life is worth ;'* write half a fcore receipts,' 
that the apothecary may fell his tra(h» and be 
your friend^ and ^hat the patient may be fickerj 
If this does not do, bleed him, then blifter him 
from head to foot : If he dies not prefently, re* 
peat it till he does, and then tell them his hour 
Was come ; it was a malignant diftemper ; there 
is no oppofing tbci^ill of God ; you haVe done 
all that iart cotild devife ; and the heir will take 
it all for granted, and allow you double fees. If 
by chance the patient recovers, let himknoW 
hit cafe was defperate/ but that you had a no& 
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tfum which faved his life ; that it has cod you 
many years ftudy ; that it is a znoft fovereign 
rcmcdyi and little of it to be had. If you hap^ 
pen to cad the water, be fure to fliake it well| 
look into it narrowly, make faces, and (hake 
your head at it. Then though the patient be 
only troubled with'chilblains, bid him make his 
peace with God, and fettle his affairs, fo you 
^ gain reputation if he lives, and are thought to 
have foretold it if you kill him. To gain the 
credit pf being employed by great men, make 
always fome excufe to ftop at their doors, and 
go in, though it be but to aik an impertinent 
queftion. Get fome of your trufty friends to 
call you up late at night, crying out in the ftreet, 
that all the neighbourhood may hear, '> Sir, The 
*' duke has fent for you in all halle. Quickly, 
^ Sir, my lady marchioilefs is like to die. Make 
Vhafte, Sir, the bifhop is fallen into a fit.'' 
Thus will you gain elleem,; become a doctor of 
fame, and have power of life and death over 

all that believe you. 
If you would.be a great perfon, though you 

fprung but of a dunghill, be very ignorant, write 
that no))ody can fead it, talk much, though it 
be nonfenfe, run deep m debt, aqd pay nobody, 
be very lewd and profane, stnd Jceep where you 
a«i:notknown, jaqdlihj w^fV is dQW» 
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If you would be a: lawyer, to ruin all caufe» 
but your own, always take care to talk of Coke 
and Littleton, get two or three cafes by heart, 
and apply them right and wrong. When any 
man tells you his cafe, fay the law is plain on 
his fide, it is iropoffible to hurt him. Whea 
you plead, talk much, and very loud, and (land 
llifly to what you fay, though it be nothing to 
the purpofe, for in law the moft faid is beft, and 
though the judges fliould not approve of it,^ 
your client will, if he fees you roar till you 
fweat and are hoarfe. Aifure every man his 
caufe is good and jufl, though it be an open 
cheat and forgery, or downright nonfenfe; and 
be alfured there is no folly or wickednefs in the 
world but has fome law on its fide ; for what 
can be more abfurd^ than not to drink wine or 
eat bacon, and yet the law of Mahomet forbids 
it. If you do not underftand one word of your 
clients cafe, yet tell him, you take him, you 
have pleaded the like twenty times. Upon. oc« 
cafion you may quote ftatutcs at random,, and 
adjudged cafes out of any, though they never 
were writr But be fure you have a (ludy well 
ftored with large folios, though they be nothing, 
but old romances, or fome caft pleadings,, which 
you may have cheap at the grocers. If ever 
you happea to be gravelled for an author, fay 
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you met with the like caGs at the affixes in any 
country at a great dillance, and be fure to wear 
a very dirty ragged gown, and to be always in 
a hurry. 

If you would be a chemifti and make gold of 
flones, herbSi and dirt, turn apothecary, and you 
will turn all the trafli you fell into gold; and 
take heed of diflulving of metalsy and extra(3:« 
Ing of their virtues ; for by that means you will 
fooner turn gold into dirt, than dirt into gold. 
Take my word for it, the only way to make 
gold, is to trade; fo you fee the mercer makes 
gold of filk, the chandler of mops and brooms, 
the bookfeller of paper, and the baker of bread, 
the furgcon of blood and wounds, and the phy- 
fician of the excrements. 

Tf you would be a He£lor, though you have 
ao more heart than a hen, bridle up your hat 
round clofe to the crown, wear dirty linen, bind 
the pummel of your fword before you, talk 
hoarfe, flrut and flare, wear little whilkers, keep 
your fkuU hot with brandy, fwear, curfe, blaf- 
pheme, talk bawdy, for thefe are the qualifica« 
tions that make a man brave. Speak of no- 
thing but quarrels aQd encounters you have 
been in, and of the wounds you have received* 
When fwords are drawn be very fedate, and 
*ireryhafty and paf&onate when none appear; 
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play the fury in jeft, and take notice of nothing 
that is faid in earneft. When any man is hurt 
afar off, drop a few words, as if you had done 
it, and drink to the memory of all the bullies 
deceafed, and by this means you lidU be dread- 
jed as much as a peftilential feveft 
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LETTER 



QIVXUG 



Alt Account of the Author^s Journey tnto> 
Andalufia with the King^ 



1 HAD a fall, but Lucifer had a greater ; mj * 
feet need no great help to ftumble, for my legs^ 
naturally ftammer, and I have a hitch in my 
pace. The admiral's coach overturned, we 
were fix of us inr it, and Don Henrique Henri* 
quez broke his head. I got out at the garref 
window, one tugging at me by the jaws, whilit 
another cried, ** Don Francifco give me your 
•* hand}" and I anfwered, •* Don, what is your 
•* name, give me your foot.'*^ I got out of the 
coach, as if I had rofe out of my graven and 
found the clumfy coachman fwearing, he never 
did the like in his life, I told him, ** You have 
^ overturned us as cleverly, as if you had done 
** it an hundred times.'* We came to Aranjueib 
and that night Dm Henrique and I lay upoa 
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two wafers inftead of quilts, without pillows* 
X flept as if I had been in the ftocks, and dream* 
ed of a bed, for that was all I could do. This 
is the way of living you would have news of, 
and wants nothing to make it wretched, fincc 
it wants your good table ; but all troubles and 
fuflferings are kfs in an admiral's company. His 
majefty is fo hardy, that he is almoft every day 
on horfeback, and neither fnow nor hail puts 
him by it. The common council of Tem- 
bleque entertained his majedy with a bull-feaft, 
where many ihowed their courage at the i\)0f f, 
and fome their (kill. Boniface looked on, and 
was concerned at nothing. There were fire- 
works which fucceeded well. His majefty fliot 
a bull, whom all the mob could not hough. 
Boniface the king's jefler, and the murderer of 
good difbes, thruft in at the admiral's table. 
The next day he went to Madrilejos, where Bo« 
niface again appeared amidft our diflies and 
cups, faying, ** I am Boniface, to whom no* 
•* thing comes amifs." We fet out for Mem- 
brilla, and to pleafe the magiftrates of Manza* 
nares, in complaifance to their requeft, his ma- 
jefty pafled by our eftate, and every body liked 
the town. Thence we went down to Mem- 
brilla, where we flept by the bottle, for there 
\ was brave (oflSng of pots, and fox-hunting down 
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our throats* Hence followed quarrels, and mlf. 
laying of goods. It was agreed to rife betimes, 
and we fet out for my eflate of Torre de Juan 
Abad, where his majcfty was fain to throw down 
the houfe allotted him, that he might go to bed; 
it was fo good, that it was better down than up. 
Here Sir Holdfaft Sparepenny was (hy of being 
feen by any body. It was comical to behold 
Don Miguel de Cardenas walking about the 
road, and calling out with a wifp of ilraw burn^ 
ing in his hand, like a blazing (lar, with a black 
tail. From the tower we went to Santiflevan, 
where the earl of that name had hung out a« 
bundance of lights, and fome fireworks run <a« 
long a rope, as if they bad been ropedancers, 
and thun a bull came and flnged his beard. 
There were pipes and waits brought from afar 
off, gentlemen from Ubeda and Baeza, abun* 
dance of quality (landing about the hangings, 
plenty of belly timber, mighty prefents, tents 
fet up all about the county with wine, bread, 
and cheefe, fellows with clear throats inviting 
the paflengers, and begged for God's fake, fay« 
ing, ** Take fome of the Count de Santiftevan*s 
•• bounty." The people eafily flock to them ; 
the ikins of wine >yere opened, but there being 
a want of cups, rather than drink out of their 
liatii they left the winei and with it the bread 
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and chccfe. The carl fliowcd his gencrofity, 
fared his liquor, made the moft of the day; 
there was a want of beds, and coach- houfes to 
fpare. Thence we went to Linares, a jouniey 
towards heaven, and the way of (klvation, nar« 
row, and full of trouble and mifery. 

Sir, You have caufe enough to laugh at me ; 
even take your full revenge, make out ail your 
prediftions. In the coach were Don Henry 
and myfelf, Matthew Montero, and Don Cafper 
de Tebes. Ten mules followed ; at night we 
came to a hill, where the people of Linares 
hunt ; there coaches and fumpters were all 
ftuck fad. February played all his pranks amang 
us, it was ever a mad month, but then raved 
downright. There was no getting out, and we 
refolved to lie an the coach« The hill was all 
coach-houfes, for the coaches were lodged, and 
full of wreaths of ftraw burning, which fet fire 
to the olive gardens about the town. There 
were difmal lamentations of mule drivers ; the 
coaclmien lalhed and fwore, and the travellers 
curfed and banned. Thofe who were on foot 
lugged out their legs from the mire, without 
flioes or (lockings, and fome .of them cried, 
** Who is that ftrips below there ?" It looked 
like a fhort purgatory. Thus we continued 
four hours, talking without book,^till the »doii- 
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ral fent people to deliver us out of thraldom* 
We got to Linares after the admiral was in bed, 
and fupped with what we could fave from Boni« 
face. When I went to bed, I found Boniface 
had ftole one of my blankets, but they foon 
brought me another. It is comical to fee Boni* 
face at night dancing about after meat and 
ileep, with a candle in his hand, and afking, 
••Have you fupped? Have you got beds?" 
For he has a wandering fupper, is ftill in mo« 
tion, and (harps for a bed, pinching blankets 
every where, infomuch, that in this countiy to 
hu(h their children, they cry, Boniface is co« 
ming, as in other places they call the Bulbeg. 
ger. Grimaldos bears him company, and moft 
nights takes an ambling nap in a chair, and 
fnores like an old judge upon the bench. He 
dines and fups every wh^re, and is half mad. 
Don Francifco Marbelli comes in a hackney 
' tumbrel, or hei-ge-ho-a, with John de Arana 
and Mendoza, the half black and whole Mulat- 
to. For my part I am carelefs and bedlefs, for 
I have not heard of my trunk thefe fix days. 
Don Henry and I lie coupled. There are beds 
that hold the feven fleepers, and yet they are 
not fafe from Boniface. It is remarkable enough 
to fee his majefty with two Efcuyes, the one a 
Vizmy. the other a Goliah; and to behold 
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Matthew Montero and me attending the fune-» 
ral of our coach, and walking half a league on 
foot like pilgrims, he laughing to fee me limp, 
and bear me call for oxen to draw out one of 
my legs that was ftuck ; and I bidding liim, as 
he went down a little bill, carry his guts to his 
bears in his hands. We got to Andujar laft 
night, being Friday, late in the dark, without 
any guide, where we continue to-day, becaufe 
the river Guadalquivir is fo much fwelled, and 
iliall do the fame to-morrow, becaufe we have 
no tidings of our fumpters and carriages. The 
Duke del Infantado was left behind at Linares, 
becaufe his horfe litter fell, and he w^as hurt. 
The Patriarch is not to be found, and they are 
crying of him about the bogs. I am told my 
ihirts are fafe in a flough. His majefty has put 
us all to it, without regarding the unfeafonable 
weather; this is a good prefage of what we 
may expert, and other nations fear his ftrong 
difpoiition. Amidft thefe difficulties he anfwers 
moil affable to all men, gaining the affedions of 
thofe fubjeds he has inherited from his progeni* 
tors. He is a thorough paced king, and it is a 
comfort to have a king that can drag us after 
him, and not we drag the king, and to fee htm 
lead us where he pleafes. The fports of Car- 
pio are put off, Gcd grant they be not fpoiled^ 
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for there is no floubt but they will be «oblc. 
Boniface has fpofke to Mr. Aranel abotft your 
bufinefsy and bofh be and 1 are yocnr humble 
fervants and brother fpungen. If you 'will do 
me a fingular favour, fend tne an anlfwer under 
cover to the admirali and lay v^hat 'commands 
you pleale on me, for I am an honeft man, and 
will do all you require. Hortenfio has this 
day joined our company, and fo we have a fa* 
ther confcflbr in cafe of danger, and more fo- 
ciety ta divert us. Tell Don Andrew and Don 
Garcia I kifi their hands. * f make hafte ta 
fign, for the letter is long.' ' 
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LETTER 



VKOM 



Bon* Francisco de Quev£I)o, to the Son o£ 
the Ddke de Ouvares, Prime Minifter. to 
King Philip IV. of Spain, in which he fete 
down how he would have his Wife qualified; 



All I can covet in a wife for my fatisfadioor 
and honour, and for the good of my fouli is that 
(be be educated in your excellency's familyi 
and grown, up in your fervice; for if (he ha3 
known how to be obedient to your excellency, 
it is to me a fufficient, both temporal and fpi-» 
ritual portion, that Hie has been your fervant. 
But in cafe your excellency's command ihould 
be of a greater extent, in obedience to it, I will 
fet down how I could wi(h that wife qualified, 
which God (hall be pleafed tq bellow upon me; 
by means of your excellency and. m3r lord 
duke; This £do rather to divert|.than toio* 
form your excellency. 
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As for xnyfelfy my lord, I am nothing but 
what my lord duke has^made me ; becaufe what 
I was has ruined me, and deftroyed my reputa« 
tion ; and if at prefent I am any thir^, I: is be« 
caufe I have ceafed to be what I was, thanks be 
to God and to his excellency. I have been va< 
rioufly wicked, and having ceafed to be fo, am 
not yet good ; for I left wickednefs, becaufe I 
was tired with it, not becaufe I was truly peni- 
tent. All the advantage of fuch reformation is, 
that it fecures me from being deluded into any 
manner of wantonnefs, becaufe I am fufHciently 
warned and armed againft it. 

I am a man of good birth in my country, as 
your excellency may undcrdand; I have a houfe 
of my own in the Mountains, and am the fon of 
parents whofe memory is honourable to me/ 
though mine be a grievance to them. 

I will ever give fuch an account of my for- 
tune and age, that my fortune may afterwards 
be found greater than reprcfentcd, and my age 
kfs. 

My enemies fay I am lame, whereas in truth, 
through a negligent mien, I appear fo ; and it 
being dubious whether I limp or coupee, wagers 
may be laid whether I am lame or not lame. 

As to my perfon, it is neither hateful nor of« 
fenfive ; and as it claims no commendation, fo 
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neither does it move fuch as fee mc to curfing 
or laughter. 

Now I have declared who, and what manner 
of man I am ; I will fet down what fort of wo« 
man I would have her be whom God fliall be* 
(low on me. I confefs, unlefs your excellency 
had commanded, it were impudence for fuch a 
fellow to prefcribe what fort of a wife he would 
have, when no woman would be troubled with 
fuch a hulband as I am. 

I defire pofitively (lie (hould be wellborn, 
virtuous and difcrcet ; for if a fool, (he will not 
know how to preferve or make ufe of the other 
two qualifications, becaufe, though a gentlewo« 
man, 1 exped (he will be affable, and that her 
virtue be fuch as becomes a married woman, not 
an anchorite, a nun, or a friar. Her hufband, 
and the care of her family, mufl be to her in« 
(lead of the choir and the oratory. Yet if (lie 
mufl be difcreet with any touches of learning, I 
had rather (lie were a fool, for it is eafier to 
bear with a woman's ignorance, than with her 
conceitedncfs. 

I would neither have her deformed nor beau- 
tiful. Thefe extremes are reconciled by an 
agreeable countenance ; which is a medium that 
renders what is handfome lovely, and fecures 
what in her appears airy« A deformed woman 
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is rather a fcarecrow .than a companion, and a^ 
beautiful one rather perplexes than* delights ^^ 
but if (he mufll be either the one or the other, 
I had rather have her beautiful than deformed^> 
for it is better to be in care than to be afraid^, 
and to have a; wife ta guard thati one to fly' 
from. 

I neither would have her rich, nor poor, but 
with feme fortune ; for neither is fhe to buy' 
me, nor I her. There can be no mifs of riches 
where there is vhrtue and gentility; for the man 
is' vilely rich, who, having an eftate, refufes a« 
woman becaufe fhe is poor ; and he is bafely* 
poor, who, having no fortune, covets a woman- 
becaufe (lie is rich. 

i had rather (he was difpofed to mirth than* 
melancholy; for being tied to one another, and<> 
living always together, will breed us both trou- 
ble enough ; imd this grievance is in fome niea« 
fure eafed by a fweet and cheerful nature ; for- 
to have a hypochondriac wife, always grunting 
in a corner like a moufe in a- cheefe, is to be' 
tied to continual forrow. 

She muft be well drefled to pleafe me, not to 
gain the applaufe of others ; and fhe mud wear 
whatjs decent^ not whatfoever the folly of other* 
women fh*aU invent* She muft not do as fome< 
dO| but that which all ought to do. I had r|h* 
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ther flic were covetous than prodigal, for this 
yice is to be dreaded, the other may prove pro- 
fitable. It were a great happinefs to find one 
that were liberal. 

' I do not.concern myfelf whether flie be clear 
or brown of complexion, or whether her hair be 
black or fair ; only this I require, that if ihe be 
brown, flie do not make herfelf white, for of 
neceflity a man mud rather be jealous of that 
cheat than in love with it. ' 
' Whether flie be tall or fliort, it is indifferent 
to mc, for the heels of the fliocs fupply the dc-' 
fedts of flaturc, and, like death, make all people 
alike. 

As to her being fat or lean, it is to be pb-^ 
ferved, that if I cannot have her interlaid, I am 
nlt3i>gcther for a lean, not a fat one ; I had ra« 
ther flic were 4i flcelcton, or fliotten herring, 
than a greafy hoflefs, or the pidlure of Bacchus. 
I will neither have a child, nor an old wq« 
man, which is like the cradle or the coffin ; for 
I have long fince forgot to fing lillaby, and have 
not yet learned to fing dirges. It is enough for 
me that flie is a woman grown, and I fliall be 
well pleafed if flie is young. ' 

' I could wifli with all my heart flie might have 
no fine hands, eyes, or mouth '; for if flie have 
thefe three things in perfedion, it is impofiible 
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any body fhauld endure her, becaufe {he will 
tire all the world with playing with her hands 
that they may be feen, and rolling her eyes that 
they may be obferved ; and it is mtolerable to 
fee a woman always gaping and laughing to 
ihow her white teetli. Anxiety deftroys beau- 
ty, and negligence hides faults. 

I will not have one that has neither father 
nor mother, that I may fave commemorating 
the dead, nor am I willing (lie iliould have all 
her kindred living. A father and mother I 
would have, becaufe I am not fuperftitioufly 
afraid of a father-in-law. As for her aunts, I 
fliall be glad if they are in purgatory, and will 
allow mafles to be faid for them over and above. 

I ihould blefs God if ihe were deaf and 
tongue-tied, which are parts that tire company 
and cut off vifits ; and above all, ihould be 
proud (he were ill-natured, for a fair condition- 
ed woman is always harping upon the fame 
firing, and faying, that if (he were like other 
women, and that her foolifh good nature is to 
blame. 

But the beft of all were, if (he would con* 
fent we might live without an old governante, 
or lit leaft, if flic would be fatisfied we ihould 
keep half a one between us, that is, a little old 
woman with little headclothes. and le(s petti* 
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coats, that the eyes might be delivered from the 
naufeoufnefs of the governante, before they are 
quite off the fpedre. * Befides, it were mod rea« 
fonable, fince the governantes are the fcare- 
crows of the antichambers, placed there to fe« 
cure the forbidden fruit of the young damfels^ 
that they ihould be clothed like peafants with 
a cap, a ftaff, bulkins, and iiiftcad of a mourn-* 
ing veil, a mumping long cloak, becaufe they 
are ikilled in the art of begging, and that they 
be called by an additional name of Mumpers, 
as the emperors are ilyled Csefars. That I may 
' end ferioufly and with truth, as I began, I muft 
tell your excellency, I (hall highly prize a wife, 
if flie be fuch as I wi(h her ; and do know how 
to bear with her, if (he be fuch as I deferve ; for 
I may be unhappily xnarried, but I cannot be 
an ill hu(band. God grant your excellency a 
long and happy life, and prolong the days of 
my lord duke, giving you that iffue that is re« 
quifite to your fiimily and grandeur. 



THE SMB. 



